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- stoppage is concern 


Confusion 
_It was not so much that nobody knew what was going on in front of their 
eyes at Brands Hatch last Sunday. It was more that everybody seemed to 
havea different version of what was happening, and that their conclusions 
appeared to be subject to sudden and total reversals.... 
shape the most significant element in all the confusion is the question 
of the RAC’s indecisiveness after the event was stopped. As far as the 
ed, we do not re with what seems to be the weight 
‘of opinion that the red flag should never have been shown. It was the: 
responsibility of the observer at Paddock Bend to make a‘snap decision 
about the possibility of more accidents on the next lap, and advise the 
Clerk of the Course to stop the race or to allow it to continue. The observer 
in question — who was one of the most experienced race officials we have 
in this country — did not have a situation in which there was no alter- 
‘native, as was the case at Silverstone in 1973. If he erred, then he erred on 
the side of caution, and those who criticize his decision do so with the 
benefit of hindsight. ; rs 
The FIA regulations which might have dictated the RAC’s next step are 
(absurdly) unclear, and the race officials were not sure whether the event 
had to be restarted, or whether they were permitted to run an entirely new 
event (in which case spare cars would have been allowed). 
In fact they decided to restart the race, the opening Iap not to count. 


_As we now had a restart (albeit a full-distance one), the RAC were correct’ 


in announcing the exclusion of spare cars. We wonder if they would have 
stood by their decision if it had meant incurring very considerable crowd 
displeasure, but as the McLaren team cleverly prolonged the wrangling 
until Hunt’s race car had been repaired, the matter did not arise in Hunt’s 
case. However, the RAC were wrong in allowing the two other spare cars 
to start, even though their removal from the grid would have been both 
difficult and unpopular. The RAC, first, allowed them to start; second, 
issued a bulletin during the race stating that Regazzoni and Laffite had- 
retired, so ‘‘the question of their exclusion does not arise”; and third, after 
the race was over, issued another bulletin stating that these two drivers 
were excluded for che a gaa spare cars in what was technically a 
‘restart. Possibly, then, the RAC came slowly to a definite awareness of the 
position as the race wore on, which is no way to run a Grand Prix. If either 
of these drivers had been involved in an accident, neither they nor their 
team managers would have taken kindly to the news that they were racing 
hard for nothing, anyway; ae mechanical failures were bad enough. 

However, it was very fashionable at Brands Hatch last weekend to 
knock the RAC, and we do not propose simply to follow the popu 
trend without a level-headed consideration of the facts. Most of the 
criticisms levelled at the organizers were done so without a great deal of 
serious thought. Granted, there were a  gredt many detail aspects of the . 
organization which left a lot to be desired (the press service, for example), 
and plenty of strange decisions were taken (and often subsequently 
reversed). 

But we believe that the Formula 1 Constructors Association is as open 
‘to criticism for the post-race events which so added to the general air of 
‘confusion. Once again, the F1CA has demonstrated that it presents a 
united front only until it comes to dividing up the money. Some of the 
‘decisions of the RAC are, perhaps, open to criticism of the manner in 


which they were taken, but we hope not amendment. 


But the underlying question is, are we in danger of forgetting what 
motor racing is all about? The Brands Hatch crowd, 77,000-strong and ina 
refreshing mood of British aggression, were there to see James Hunt race, 

.and win. In spite of his highly suspect behaviour on the Tour of Britain a 
week previously, James: was still the man the crowd wanted, and at the 
end of it all it was only the members of the inner sanctuaries of our over- 


‘ complex sport who went home unhappy. 


next week 


Our exclusive interview with reigning World Champion and 1976 Champion- 
elect Niki Lauda — More March versus the French in Enna F2 event — 
Saloon cars racing at Spa for 24 hours — Private Ear — Will Oliver finally 
win an American-F5000 race? — Colt Celeste road test* 


cover picture 


Above: The first Englishman to win the British Grand Prix for 18 years, 
James Hunt on the Brands Hatch rostrum last Sunday. Our full report of 
Britain’s major motor sport occasion starts on page 30. Below: Win a Grand 
Prix one day, unveil a new car the next! The new Marlboro-McLaren M26. 


"These Dems were correct at the ime of gowng to press 
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The new McLaren M96 Formula 1 car is essen tially a tidied up version of ‘the 


existing four year old M23 design. 


McLaren’s revised F1 


The new Marlboro-McLaren M26, 
announced the day after James 
Hunt’s victory at Brands Hatch 


with the M23, seems to be a blend of 
ideas within a new, 


successful 
lighter, more compa package. 
Gordon Coppuck has drawn on his 
early aircraft design experience for 
the much stiffer monocoque con- 


struction, which incorporates alu- 


minium foil honeycomb panels top 
and bottom, as well as a driver-pro- 
tection structure made of Nomex 
honeycomb. There is much use of 


other exotic materials such as. 


* ¢ 
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titanium, used in driveshafts, coil- 


rings and the nose frame, and. 


evlar in the bodywork. Coppuck 
has also managed to delete a conven- 
tional rear chassis steel bulkhead, 
the engine being carried within 
mountings incorporated directly into 
the honeycomb panels. 

The recent ideas so successful on 
the M23 are retained unchanged, 
such as the six-speed Hewland 
FG400 transaxle and the 
engine starting system. The suspen- 
sion appears to be virtually a 
straight carryover from the older 


car, complete with the cunning l}ins 


set-back of the rear wheel centreline 
for improved airflow over the rear 
wing. 

Great attention has been paid to 


- reducing overall bulk and weight (the 
~M26 is 30lbs lighter than the M23), 


the chassis tub being some ljins 
shallower for less frontal area, and 
the photographs show the pains- 
taking attention to efficient airflow 
over the front of the car and also. 
through the side-mounted radiators. 
The M26 will have been testing at. 
Silverstone already by today (Thurs- 
day) and Salk be tried by Hunt in 
practice, at least, at the Nurburg- 
ring. At present, only one car has 
been built, but McLaren say that a 
second chassis can be completed for 
Jochen Mass in a matter of weeks. 


The M26 features newly sculptured bodywork around the newly angled side 
radiators (above) while the lads down at Colnbrook (below) feel the need fora 


double celebration. 
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‘No Jaguars at Spa 


As many had feared, there will be no 
Jaguars competing at the Spa- 
Francorchamps 24 Hour G2 race this 
coming weekend. The simple answer 
is that Ralph Broad, who is in charge 
of preparing the 5.3-litre XJ12 
Coupés (which were to have been 
driven by Derek Bell/David Hobbs 
and Andy Rouse/Chris Craft), feels 
that the cars are not in a competitive 
enough state to have a chance of 
lasting such a long event. The Broad- 


speed team have been carrymg out 
further testing but still the pro- 
gramme gets put back. Already the 
team have had to postpone their 
debut at least fourtimes. 

A big question mark must now 
hang over the future of the project. 
They have no cham pichell to 
chase, very few races left from which 
to recoup the prestige they have lost, 
and a car that is obviously provmg 
difficult to make reliable. 


Hunt was a runner 


Both our Editorial and Pete Lyons’s 
British Grand Prix report cover the 
controversial series of incidents 
sparked off by Clay Regazzoni at 

rands Hatch last Sunday. Without 
going into details of the original acci- 

ent itself, two of the three teams 
which later protested have with- 
drawn from their actions. 


Ken Tyrrell told us earlier this: 


week that, having seen the evidence 
presented by a race steward and the 
marshals at posts 4 and 5, it was 
clearly evident that Hunt was still 
running, albeit slowly, when the red 
flag was shown to the leading cars at 
the end of the first lap. Effectively, a 
red flag means stop instantly. That 
is what Hunt did, pe his 
McLaren off the track along Cooper 


Straight and parking it on a service 


slip road. 


Hunt claims that he had seen the 
red flag displayed on the startline as 
he cruised slowly down the hill from 
Druids, and his first words to his 
brother, who was one of the first 
prope to whom he spoke, were to tell 

cLaren boss Teddy Mayer to get 


the spare car ready, Hunt knowing 


the race had been stopped. _ 


Dave Baldwin joins 


Copersucar for F1 


Dave Baldwin, designer of the 
Ensign Grand Prix car in which 
Chris Amon has gone so well this 
season, is leavmg Team Ensign to 
join the Copersucar-Fittipaldi setup 
down at Reading. 

Baldwin, who worked for Lotus 
and GRD before moving to Ensign a 
couples years ago, has the task of 

roducing a brand new car (assisted 

y the team’s current designer 
Richard Divila) for Emerson 
Fittipaldi to use next season. 


Grand Prix 
dates settled 


Following our story in Pit and 
Paddock a few weeks ago, regarding 
the dates requested by the Formula 
1 Constructors for the Canadian, 
American and Japanese Grand Prix 
later this year, we can now confirm 
that these dates are correct. 
Therefore the Canadian race, 
which ended in a legal battle last. 
ear between the organisers and the' 
1CA (and still contmues), will take 


lace on October 3, followed a week | 
ater (October 10) by the US GP | 


(East) at Watkins Glen and then, the 
teams having returned to Europe to 
regroup, they will then fly off to 
Japan for their race at Mount Fuji 


Lot oher 


The Copersucar team, who stood 
to gain a vital championship point if 
Hunt was excluded, have also with 
drawn, team manager Jo Ramirez 
telling us on Tuesday afternoon that 
they had not exercised their option 
to take up the appeal which, in 
effect, meant they were satisfied 
that Hunt was still running when the 
race was st: 0 

Mayer told us that he was unsure 
about the rulings on whether a driver 
could start (or restart as was the 
case here) the race in his spare car, 
and he didn’t want to take the risk. 
Certainly, if the driver elects to start 
his spare car before the race, even if 
he has not qualified it and providing 
it is of the same make, he can. The 
RAC issued a statement afterwards 
which excluded Regazzoni and 
Laffite (who had restarted in spare 
cars) from the result. The F1CA pay 
scale takes into account race post 
tions at quarter, half, thre 
and full distances; and Regazzoni lay 
third for almost half the race. Hence, 
the Ferrari protest? 

As we went to press, Ferrari had 
just advised the RAC that they 
intended to exercise their right to 


appeal. 


An aim to 
get TV back 


Today (Th ) a number of Con 
servative Members of Parliament 
will be lobbied by various motor 
cn interests at the House of 
mmons. ihe principal 3 ae 
present the case for televizing moter 
sport, followmg the BBC blockade 
In addition, however, the question of 
Forestry Commission ges to 
rallying will be discussed. It is & 
that, following the lobby, the : 

ill have a greater understanding 
the problems of motor sport. 

The lobby is bemg arranged by 
-Michael Jack, chairman of the 
Young Conservative National 
Advisory Committee at 32 Smith 
Square, London SWI, and he has 
already enlisted the su of Max 
Mosley on behalf of the Com 
structors, and John Davenport on 
behalf of the RAC. A long list of 
motor sport press and interested 
parties have been invited, includmg 
Teddy Mayer, Ken li, James 
Hunt, Noel Edmonds, Derek 
Ongaro, Teddy Savory, John 
Surtees, Colm Chapman, Stuart 
Turner and Bernie Ecclestone. 


@ Motor Race Consukants are about 


to move from thei offices, opposite 
the RAC m Pall Mall and from 


Monday. July 26, they will be at 11. 
Ghuces= i i Sw7 
—— $2. Telex 912 


Australian Formula 5000 driver 
John - McCormack has arrived in 
Britain for a holiday, although on his 
travels to this country he took the 
trouble to purchase a Formula 1 
McLaren M23, minus its Cosworth 
Ford DFV, en route. 

The car he bought is in fact Dave 
Charlton’s ex-works chassis which 
he ‘has used to good effect in the 
recent South African national F1 
series, winning his 
national title with the car last year. 
Now that the SA regulations cater 
strictly for Formula Atlantic cars, 
Charlton looked to have been left 


with redundant machinery, until 
McCormack came along that is. 
McCormack, who has _ been 


running a Holden-powered Elfin in 


Viking F3 ~ 
team 
disbands 


“I’m aged to hire it for every race’’ 
said a subdued Conny Ljungfeldt at 
Brands Hatch last weekend. He was 
talking about his Viking F3 car in 
which he had just clinched the 
Swedish national F3 title the week 
before. ; 

We are informed that Tore Helle, 
the man originally behind the Rotel- 
backed team, has run into financial 

roblems and the team has been 
olded. Helle claimed most of the 
credit for the design of this strange 
looking car, although the chassis 
themselves were actually built by 
Len Terry down in Dorset. 

The season started with Eje Elgh 
and Tommy Borgudd supporting 
Ljungfeldt in the team, although 
Breyer started disastercusly at the 
Nurburgring when Elgh had several 
accidents in the prototype chassis. 

Both Elgh and Borgudd recently 
left the team while Ljungfeldt and 
his helpers, ‘‘refugees’’ from the 
original set-up, have carried on and 

iven the Swedish division of the 

tel hi-fi group their second succes- 
sive championship. 


@ The 
meeting, due to take place last 
Sunday, was cancelled because of the 
fire risk involved in the surrounding. 


Hockenheim Interserie 


JUsT GET INTO THAT MEETING 


TEDDY, AND TALK... 


umpteenth. 


McCormack buys M23 _ | Allison is 


Australian F5000 races of late, 
winning the national title, has re- 
surrected the Leyland P76 F5000 
engine which looked to have a very 


- limited future when Repco, who were 


developing the unit, closed down 
their racing division. 

“It’s virtually the same size as the 
Cosworth’? McCormack told us last 
week, ‘‘although it weighs a little 
less.” The personable Aussie then 
went onto explain that the whole 
reason he purchased the M23 was for 
this engine, a Holden or Chevrolet 
stock-block unit being unsuitable. 

We also gather that Charlton, who 
has just purchased an Atlantic 
March, has sold off his other F1 
stock, an Fl Lotus 49 and a 
Brabham BT33, also to Australia. 


John Player GP 
lap records 


Some idea of the hectic pace at which 
the John Player Grand Prix was run 
until Lauda’s Ferrari was slowed can 
be gauged from the succession of 
fastest race laps. The lap record was 
broken 20 times and the lap times 
came down like this: 

Niki Lauda (lap D, 1m 31.65s; Lauda (lap 2), 1m 
27.14s; Vittorio Brambilla (lap 3), lm 25.81s; 
Brambilla (lap 4) 1m 24.52s; Jody Scheckter (lap 
5), 1m 24.04s; Lauda (lap 6), 1m 23.24s (record 
broken); Clay Regazzoni (lap 6), 1m 23.17s; Lauda 
fap 7), 1m 22.91s; James Hunt (lap 7), 1m 22.66s; 

auda (lap 8), 1m 22.55s; Lauda (lap 9), lm 
22.19s; Lauda (lap 10), 1m 21.89s; Lauda (lap 12), 
1m 21.52s; Lauda (lap 19), 1m 21.49s; Hunt (Jap 
19), lm 21.33s; Regazzoni (ap ae 1m 21.28s; 
Regazzoni (lap 21), 1m 20.97s; Lauda (lap 26), 1m 
20.90s; Hunt (lap 26), 1m 20.67s; Lauda (lap 27), 
1m 20.49s; Lauda (lap 28), 1m 20.43s; Hunt (lap 
35), 1m 20.38s; Hunt (lap 38), lm 20.35s; Lauda 
(lap 41), lm 19.91s; Hunt (lap 44), lm 19.82s 
(fastest lap and new record). 
@ In America, Johnny Rutherford, 
two-time Indy 500 winner, has 
signed to host a new 30-minute 
weekly television series on motor 
racing called, quite simply, ‘“The 
Racers”. Production of the series is 
scheduled to begin next month 
(August) and the t eects will 
start to air nationally (in the States) 
in January, 1977. We hope it comes 
to Britain too. How about it, ITV? 


@ Could whoever helped themselves 
to a blue and yellow March anorak 
from the team’s caravan in the F1 
paddock during the F3 race at the 
Grand Prix last Saturday at least 
return the ring which was inside one 
of the pockets to Barbara Jones, care 
i March Engineering at Bicester, 
on. 
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injured in 
bad shunt 


American NASCAR and some time 
USAC driver Bobby Allison had his 
second big crash of the year ten days 
ago and it prevented him from 
driving his. regular Penske-prepared 
CAM2 Mercury in last weekend’s 
NASCAR race at Nashville, 
Tennessee, his place being taken by 
rookie Neil Bonnett. 

Allison’s shunt came when he was 
compe iis ina 5 aegis car race 
at Minnesota. ese Sportsmans 
cars are cheaper and older versions 
of the current NASCAR stockers 
and of the leading and recognised 
NASCAR Grand National aces, 
Allison is one of the few who 
compete in them, primarily because 
he sells them. 

Allison’s accident during the event 
resulted in him sustaining several 
broken ribs, a broken right foot and 
several broken toes in his left foot. 
Allison has also had 45 stitches 
inserted into facial lacerations. 

It will be remembered that Allison 
had an accident, similar to this type, 
earlier this season in an actual 
NASCAR GN qualifier but was fit 
enough to race the following week. 
Not this timeit seems. 


f ath 2 h f " | = * : _ Street, London WIA 2YJ. 
Cath Cit a ee by Barry Foley 


... TALK, TALK, IF YOU CAN KEEP 
IT UP FOR TWENTY MINUTES) ~ 


Porsche turbo 
into IMSA? 


Although American IMSA officials 
outlawed the G4 Porsche 934 Turbo 
car from competing in this year’s 
IMSA Camel GT series, there are 
moves currently afoot’ to try and 
change this ruling. 

When Porsche (USA) first heard 
that they had been banned from the 
IMSA series (which they had won for 
the last three years), they turned 
their attentions to the revived 
TransAm series and have been 
currently sweeping the board there. 
Admittedly the opposition isn’t as 
strong and, contrary to what people 
first thought, the Turbos were 
capable of being beaten by the 
Chevrolet Monzas who are eligible to 
compete in both series. 

A Porsche (US) spokesman said 
that if the IMSA allowed the Turbo 
in, they saw no reason why they 
wouldn’t support cars in the series, 


although eir SCCA TransAm 
commitment came first. 
*Despite pressure from Chevrolet 


who would dearly have liked their 
new Monza model to have been used, 
this year’s International Race of 
Champions series (IROC) will again 
use the Camaros for the third con- 
secutive year. Three new cars will 
have to be built by Roger Penske’s 
team, while all cars will feature 
NASCAR-type front ends. 


Swede’s GP 


Once more, most of you got it wrong 
with your Brands predictions. Well, 
Ferraris don't often have gearbox 
trouble, do they... . As usual, Niki 
got many more votes than anyone 
else. One of those who got it right 
however, was Anna-Lill Hansson of 
Solna, Sweden, who forecast a win 
for Hunt at 116.13mph. In fact, his 
average speed was 115.19mph. 
Congratulations, Anna-Kill, a 
magnum of Moet et Chandon is on 
its way. Your next opportunity for a 
win in the Moet et Chandon 
competition comes next week with 
the German Grand Prix at the 
Nurburgring. Last year, Carlos 
Reutemann took the _ laurels, 
averaging 117.732mph_ in_ his 
Brabham BT44. Who will it be this 
season? Patrick Depailler, perhaps? 
Send your entries (postcard, please) 
toAUTOSPORT Editorial, 54-62 Regent 


as 


but Unser stars again 


Al Unser was the star once again in 
last Sunday’s American USAC race, 
held on the _ ultra-fast 2-mile 
Michigan International Speedway. 
Driving his familiar Cosworth DFX- 
powered Parnelli turbo, Unser 
proved to be the fastest man on the 
track once again, despite A. J. Foyt 
setting a pole time'in his Gilmore 
Coyote at 198.288mph which was 
some 5mph faster than his pac time 
at this event last. year. However, 
Unser ran out of fuel at three-quarter 
distance and dropped to 10th in the 
overall results, some five laps behind 
the eventual winner who turned out 
to be Gordon Johncock in the 
Sinmast Wildcat. 
Johneock, who had 

alongside Foyt on the front rank, 
albeit some 2mph slower, averaged 
165.033mph for the 100-lap event, 


the sixth round of this year's USAC i 


series. 
__ Foyt, the reigning champion, led 
from the start and during the first 
third of the race, it looked as if AJ 
would repeat his win from last year 
when he clinched the USAC series. 
However it was not to be, for Al 


Unser had the Parnelli really into the . 


oove and he passed the Texan on 
p 32 and started to pull further 
away. It looked increasingly likely 


bas 


Arete PAAR OE OE S mm 


two weeks ago. 


started - 
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_. Rotel HiFi 


Conny Liungfeldt in his Viking clinched the Swedish F8 title at Falkenberg 


that Al would add this race to his 
recent Pocono 500 success but the 
Cosworth had been rather thirsty 
and on lap 73, Unser’s car started to 
slow, having run out of fuel. , 

Up into the lead went Johncock, 
who had been lying 2nd throughout, 
and he held it until the end, beating 
off a late challenge by Johnny 
Rutherford’s Hy-Gain McLaren 
MI16E by 1.6s. It was Johncock’s 
first USAC success of the season 
which means that a total of five 
different drivers have won the six 
races run so far. Amazingly, Foyt 
has yet to win a USAC race this 
year. 

Foyt was eventually third, two 
laps down and ahead of Johnny 
Parsons (Bagley) Roger 
McCluskey (Hopkins-Offy) and Tom 
Sneva (Penske McLaren-Offy 
M16C), all of them on the same lap. 

‘Janet Guthrie had yet another run 
in her dated Vollstedt-Offy and 
finished 13th, 7 laps behind the 
winner. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
POSITIONS. 


USAC Citicorp Cup (leadirig positions after 6 
rounds): 1, Johnny Rutherford, 2380pts; 2, 
Gordon Johncock, 1870; 3, Al Unser, 1720; 4, 
Wally Dallenbach, 1470; 5, Mike Mosley, 1450; 6, 
Tom Sneva, 1140; 7, A. 4: Foyt, 1080pts, etc. 


Ljungfeldt’s F3 title 


Conny Ljungfeldt won the Swedish 
national Formula 3 title for the 
second year running when he 
brought his Swedish-designed, 
British-built Viking TH1A home to 
its third win of the Swedish season 
at Falkenberg on July 11. 
The Rotel-back team, which 


started the season impressively with . 


a three-car team (see Pit and 
Paddock) now has fallen on harder 
times and Ljungfeldt, the reigning 
Swedish F3 champion, is the only 
one of the three original drivers to be 
racing the Viking marque these 


ys. 
The Falkenberg race was the third . 


round of the four-race series. 
Lj eldt had won the first two 

ich had given him a good lead 
over Hakan Alriksson and Clas 


Sicurdsson the two men who had 


finished behind him at Kinnekulle 
Ring a few weeks before hand. 

This time both of them were in 
front, certainly after practice where 
on the tight track (which has a lap 
record of around 39s) Sigurdsson 
and Alriksson had their Ralts ahead 
of the Viking. — 

However, it was a different story 
in the 20-lap race for Ljungfeldt led 
away, established a lead, broke his 
own lap record and beat Sigurdsson 
by 1.4s. Alriksson was next up, a 
further 1.8s adrift while Ingvar 
Carlsson’s Van Diemen followed and 
was just about in touch. 

A notable retirement was that of 
Ulf Svensson who only lasted until 
just after half-distance in his Ralt. 

With one round remaining, Ljung 
feldt cannot be beaten for the title. 


KELA JEANS SWEDISH 


Benny Parsons was back in the 
NASCAR winner’s circle last 
weekend when he managed to fend 
off a challenge from Richard Petty to 
win the Nashville 420, the 17th 
round of this year’s Grand National 
series. 

The event, as ever, was held on the 


Saturday night, the iths mile track 
bathed in floodlights. Parsons was 
on the pole in his familiar Chevrolet 


Chevelle from Petty’s STP Dodge 
and Darrell Waltrip (Chevelle). 
However, it was GN series leader 
Cale Yarborough who led initially in 
his Holly Farms Chevelle, only to lose 
two laps with a cut tyre soon after 
the start. Yarborough was unable to 
regain that lost hye on the 
leaders and eventually finished 5th, 
although he still leads Parsons and 
Petty in the points standings. 


_ With Cale having fallen back, up 
‘into the lead went Buddy Baker in 
his Norris Industries Ford Torino. 
: Baker became the hero of the race, 
leading for 127 of the 420 laps before 
he retired on lap 330 with a dropped 
valve. 

Therefore it was left for Parsons to 
come home the winner, averaging 
86.86mph for his second NASCAR 
win of the season. Petty and Waltrip 
were the only other drivers to 
complete the full distance. 

Fourth, a lap down, was Lennie 
Pond (Chevelle) with Yarborough, 
Dave Marcis (K&K Dodge) and Neil 
Bonnet, driving the Penske Mercury 
in place of the injured Bobby Allison 
(see Pit and Paddock), completng 
the remaining top places, a further 
lap down. 


Foyt’s consolation win 


Supporting the USAC race at 
Michigan was another round of the 
USAC stock-car series (similar to 
NASCAR) and once again it was 
A. J. Foyt who dominated the 


: proceedings in his Hoss Ellington-pre- 


ared ilmore-backed 
hevelle. 


Foyt might not be having the luck 
in the USAC Championship but his 
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stocker isn’t letting him down. He 
won the race fairly comfortably, 
followed heme by the similar 
Chevelles of Butch Hartman, Terry 


Ryan and Jack Bowsher, all of them. 


on the same lap. 


Janet Guthrie was also racing in 
this event, finishing 21st, once again 
7 laps down on the winner. 
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* best 5 out of 7 results (or best 5 out of 6 races run so far) count. Whoever wins final race at Dijon 


out of Porsche and BMW takes series. 


KEITH PROWSE 
BRITISH TOURING CAR: 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Brands Hatch 
Silverstone 


Drivers 
1 Bernard Unett 
2 Win Percy 
3 Gerry Marshall 
4 Gordon Spice 
5 Tom Walkinshaw 
6 Barrie Wiliams 
7 Peter Hilliard 
8 Andy Rouse 
Martin Thomas 
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10 Dave Brodie 
etc 


Toyota 

Hillman Avenger 
4 Triumph Dolomite 
5 Vauxhall Magnum. 
6 Alfa GT Junior 
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Villeneuve shows in the lead from Klausler just after the start of another dominating performance. 


Encore Gilles in Canada 


Villeneuve dominant for Ecurie Canada — Forbes-Robinson 
(Tui) third behind Klausler — Report: CHRIS WADDELL 


Gilles Villeneuve was at it again at St Jovite 
on July 11, dominating practice and then 
easily motoring away from the field in the 
race. The Ecurie Canada record is now six 
wins in seven starts, but once again it was 
the manner in which Villeneuve achieved his 
win that was most inpressive. In practice 
Gilles seems to be able to go as fast as he 
needs. A similar situation prevails in the 


race, 


Tom Klausler took second place ahead of 
Elliott Forbes-Robinson but, like Formula 1, 
Canadian Atlantic races are rapidly turning 
into battles for second place. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


St Jovite started the second half of the Player’s 
series and with the event there was an air of 
tension in the paddock. Now things were getting 
serious. If Gilles Villeneuve could be stopped from 
winning the coup d’etat would have to begin at his 
home track. 

Stopping the French-Canadian was in every- 
one’s mind, but thinking and acting were two 
different matters. Down to one car after having 
destroyed the back up machine in testing early in 
the week, Villeneuve was incredible. 

Needless to say, he was on pole again; his fourth 
pole in four Player’s races. The Skiroule-backed 
March would charge down the flat-out fifth gear 
hill and through the kink that is called “turn two” 
in a long oversteering slide before the driver 
slammed on the brakes in a cloud of blue smoke 
for the following third gear right-hander. Then, 
just as suddenly, the car was out of view again. 

Watching him at work was invigorating, but de- 
moralizing for the rest of the field. He finished the 
day just over 2secs under the Atlantic record he 
set here last year. Setting the time in the second 
session, the Ecurie Canada crew changed motors 
and passed up the final session. It was really so 
academic. - 

Tom Klausler tried, and should get an extra 
note of commendation for putting his Traylor 
Lola in second spot. Claiming that the car was 
handling very badly after the first day’s practice, 
he xa the bump rubbers from the dampers 
an 
work best here when it rolls a lot’’, he confided. 

Bobby Rahal headed the second row in his 
Swing Orange March 76B. It was a largely 
uneventful practice in which the young American 
expressed satisfaction with the way the car was 
working. 

Perhaps the surprise of practice was Bertil Roos 
for he appeared in a new Gabriel Ralt RT1. After 
Gini team decided that perseverimg with the 
Lols wes pamtiess so off to 
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erally loosened the car up. ‘It seems to 


PLAYER'S CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 
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got a Ralt, ran a day at Goodwood and then 


ay it back to St Jovite. Roos, in the new car, 
was back to his old form with plenty of opposite 
lock on his way to lapping for the 4th fastest time 
at 1m 34.35s. This was the quickest lap on the 
opening day, which shook up quite a few Lola 


- owners in the paddock, but Bertil did not improve 


as rain ruined his second day’s final session. 
Bill Brack headed row three with the STP 


Chevron B34. Trying hard he clocked a 1m 34.68s ° 


then had an oil line come loose which forced him to 
stop on the circuit, missing his half of the final 
session. Beside Brack was Price Cobb’s March 
76B. Cobb had benefitted from a couple of days 
testing at a skid pan and had a new banana wing 
mounted on the back, courtesy of some advice 
from some friends who work in the General 
Motors engineering department in Detroit. 

Dave Walker was seventh best in Rick Shea’s 
modified March 722/75B. Happy after practice 
even though he had trouble with an engine rear 
main seal, Walker commented, ‘‘We finally spent 
a bit of money to do some development on the car 
and I think it’s paid off already.” 

Another benefitting from a bit of development 
was Allan McCall’s Tui effort. Soldiering on, 
although no one knows where their money is 
coming from, the BH2 featured a new light blue 
paint job and a nose mounted wing to add more 
downforce on the front of the car. Elliott Forbes- 
Robinson appeared pleased with the result and 
sat in eighth spot after practice. 

Only 40 cars of the 53 entries would be allowed 
to start the race on the hilly but fast 2.65-mile 
circuit. 

As always some had practice woes, such as 
Howdy Holmes who blew an engine in his 


’ Chevron B34 after two laps into the opening day’s 


session and then had ignition troubles throughout 
the second day. Tom Gloy was one with the Lola 
blues and just couldn’t get the car to handle at all, 


Fastest qualifiers: 

Gilles Villeneuve (March-Morris/Ford BDA76B)........ 1m 33.44s 
Tom Klausier oe aere arc BDAT4G60).<.%... 8 ce m 33.96s 
Bobby Rahal (March-McCoy/Ford BDA76B)........... 1m 34.01s 
Bertil Roos (Ralt-Hart/Ford BDART1)................ 1m 34.35s 
Bill Brack (Chevron-Hart/Ford BDAB 34). ............. 1m 34.68s 
Price Cobb (March-Race Shop/Ford BDA76B) ......... 1m 34.95s 


James King (March-Race Shop/Ford BDA76B)......... 1m 35.84s 
Hector Rebaque (Lola-Traylor/Ford BDAT460)......... 1m 35.95s 
-Tom Awllad (March-McCoy/Ford BDA76B).........- 1m 36.07s 
Marty Loft (March-Race Shop/Ford VDA76B).......... 1m 36.07s 
Wink Bancroft (Chevron-Hart/Ford BDAB34).......... 1m 36.21s 
Richard Meiville (Lola-CRW/Ford BDAT460). .....-.... 1m 36.56s 
Bobby Brown (March-Hart/Ford BDA76B) ..-......--- 36.61s 
Frank Delvechhio (March-Cosworth/Ford BDA73B8 Im 36.75s 
Cram Hill (Lole-Hart/Ford BDAT460 ™ 36.76s 
Sruce Jensen (Chewron-Hat Ford BDAB2S m 3682s 
DARTi in 630s 


while Juan Cochesa had a major shunt on the 
opening day and only did a few leps im a new car 
on the second day of qualifymg. 

Finally, some series did not make the 
race. Johnny Gerber, Gordon Smiley and Cliff 
Hansen were all experiencing money problems of 
one sort or another and none of them arrived at 
the Laurentian circuit. 


RACE 3 


' The pre-race warm up held its share of dramas 


with EFR stopping on the circuit after smoke 
came pouring from under the dashboard, and 
Glee had a throttle cable break on his Pierre 
Phillips Lola T460. 

As has become the tradition, rain again threat- 
ened as the field was rolled onto the grid, but con- 
ditions remained dry throughout the race. The 
customary two pace laps were run and Villeneuve 
led the charge down the first corner hill. Klausler 
slotted into second ahead of Rahal, Roos and 


Brack. 
As early as lap two the race pattern became 


~ evident. The top few qualifiers would battle it out, 


but while this was going on Villeneuve 
disappeared into the distance. Starting the 
second lap his lead over Klausler was 1.2s and by 
the fifth tour that gap had grown to 3secs. 

Villeneuve’s race petobmnes was just as 
devastating as his effort in qualifying had been. 
But there was still a race for other positions, led 
by Klausler. 

Rahal was third after half a dozen laps, ahead of 
Roos and Forbes-Robinson. The Tui held 3secs 
over Cobb’s March, then came Brack already in 
difficulty with not much clutch and the associated 
eens problems. He eventually retired two laps 

om the end. Rebaque was closing on the defend- 
-ing champion and he had Tom Pumpelly tucked 
right underneath his wing. Pumpelly had 
destroyed his regular NTW March 76B when a 
rear tyre deflated in practice, and he was driving 
the 76B that normally sits in the Shierson trans- 
porter as Rahal’s backup car. 

Behind Pumpelly came Walker in his best drive 
of the year, followed by King and Brown. Brown, 
now running a March 76B prepared by Carroll 
Smith, was being slowed by a dangling airbox 
that looked as if it might fall off at any moment. 

There was not a lot of position swapping among 
the leaders, excluding Roos’s move past Rahal on 
lap nine and Rebaque slipping past Brack a lap 


ter. . 

Gloy, like Holmes, was another moving through 
the field, but his charge’ was stopped on lap 25 
when challenging the Chevron B34 driven by 
Bancroft for 13th place. Gloy ran up the back of 
Bancroft at the hairpin and punctured a tyre pus 
wrecking the nose splitter. He had a new tyre put 
on but was soon back in the pits, deciding there 
was no point in continuing. Bancroft was also 
eliminated in the shunt for he had a wheel bent 
and after mounting a new tyre it soon deflated. 

While this was going on Villeneuve was con- 
tinuing on his merry way and had built up an 
8.5secs lead by half distance. Klausler -was still 
second with Roos third ahead of EFR. Rahal had 
slipped to fifth as he no longer had 4th gear and 
also found his enginejust would not pull at all. 

Cobb was in the middle of another lonely run, 
neither seeing those in front nor those behind him, 
but Pumpelly and Rebaque were slowly narrow- 
ing the gap. Pumpelly had slipped past Hector 
under eee ae neither car was completely well 


as the March had no second gear and the Lola was 
on. going into lst and second with great 
difficulty. 


Forbes-Robinson was not enjoying his ride as 
the car was pushing badly in all corners, and the 
new nose wing that had been added to the Tui was 
proving troublesome. “It just doesn’t work when 
you get behind someone.”’ 

a a all this EFR still took advantage of 
Roos being caught behind a slower car near a 
yellow flag situation and took third on lap 24. 

And so it finished. Villeneuve was the victor yet 
again with Klausler a dependable second, but just 
not fast enough to catch the Ecurie Canada 
March. EFR took third ahead of Roos who in the 
late stages of the race had trouble with throttle 
response lag. Rahal was fifth ahead of Cobb then 
came Pumpelly holding off a pressing Rebaque 
right till the end. 


; Player's Challenge 
Le Circuit Mont Tremblant, St Jovite, July 11 
38 laps — 100.70 miles 


Canadian Formula Atlantic championship — round 4 
1, Gilles Villeneuve (March-Morris/Ford 76B), 1h 00m 40.58s, no 
speed given; 


2, Tom Klausier (Lola-Traylor/Ford T460), 1h 00m, 49.26s; 

a best Forbes-Robinson (Tui-Nicholson/Ford BH2), ih Olm 
43s; 

4, Bertil Roos (Ralt-Hart/Ford RT ir 

5, Bobby Rahal ( CCoy'Ford 768; 


Winner takes all 


The annual foray into Group 1 by the Ford works team brought another success on the Texaco Tour of 
Britain, the winning RS2000 followed home by a Triumph and a Vauxhall. PETER NEWTON put together 
the three marques which stole the limelight for TONY POND to try on the tarmac and on the loose 


The result of this year’s Texaco Tour of 
Britain is now history. Another victory for 
Ford — a victory which many people 
predicted, despite the field skill and ex- 
perience built up by Vauxhall and Leyland 
in this sphere. -Among the factors 
influencing this prediction were the question 
marks which hung over the handling of the 
Dolomite and the Magnum, despite their 
apparently superior straight-line speed; 
especially in the light of the event itself, 
which was clearly biased in favour of the 
special stage exponents. In fact, as events 
proved, Ford were fortunate to win the 
event, their two other works cars being 
wheeled away early on with mysterious 
clutch pressure plate failures (as one 
observer commented at the time, ‘‘ You don’t 
often manage 8000rpm in a Cortina!’’); while 
Brian Culcheth was delayed, firstly by a 
broken throttle cable in the first race, and 
then with an “‘off” at Cotham Fields which 
seemed to sap his confidence. The “‘rally”’ 
was won and lost on three stages in Wales, 
and that was that, Brian having to slow 
down: towards the end with persistent over- 
heating.... 

So how good is Ford’s latest Gl 
performer? Or conversely, are the Triumph 
and Vauxhall that much more ‘‘showroom” 
and thus that little bit inferior in. terms of 
ultimate works competition? The Tour 
provided us with an ideal opportunity to put 
these three very different cars together to 
evaluate their prowess (unfortunately no 
suitable Chrysler was present) and to 
ascertain to what extent people are prepared 
to goin order to win. 

The data panels.at the end of this article 
indicate some of the relative measures taken 
by manufacturers to beat the opposition. 
The most effective measures, however, are 
often as not locked away in the build of the 
car — not many private entrants beat the 
works these days, whatever cars are 
involved. As a result of our informal test 
session recently, we can see why. 

Last week we arranged for the three cars which 
dominated the Tour of Britain to be assembled in 
Surrey at a convenient test venue. The ranks were 
swelled by the Monorep-prepared, Lanfranchi- 
driven, Mibstucapansorell Opel Commodore 
which Denny Hulme took to the Production Car 
class win on the Tour, and Gerry Marshall came 


+ along to drive and be driven in whatever 
happened to be circulating. Both he and his 
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comments (although largely unprintable) were 
most welcome. AUTOSPORT’s columnist Tony Pond 
was there to drive all the cars and give his 
opinions on their behaviour; ‘Gerry Corbett of 
Silverstone’s racing school was there for both 
relaxation and comments; and I was there 
because it was my idea to record them all as best I 
could. Our thanks to Boreham, Dealer Team 
Vauxhall and Leyland (Abingdon) for the loan of 
these expensive pieces of machinery... as we 
were to find out, they were just a little different 
from ‘“‘showroom™ family saloons”, some more 
than others! (If one were being cruelly cynical, one 
might add: depending upon how much their 
makers wanted them to win). 

When Ford introduced their Mk2 Escort, they 
not only sharpened up its looks, they considerably 
sharpened up the suspension. In its latest Gl 
guise, however, it is a very different animal from 
even the production RS2000, which is itself far 
removed from more humble brethren in terms of 
handling, power and appointments. In every 
major component, power unit, gearbox, back axle, 
brakes and suspension, the Gl RS2000s with 
which the works team were equipped on the Tour 
differed markedly from the standard items (see, 
tables). So we were not surprised to find things 
very different from the driver’s seat; but what did 


Mere 


A humble enough looking assortment until we tried them... . 


surprise us was how different they were... . 
Triumph’s Dolomite rint has had great 
success on the tracks in the past (although this 
year the striving for extra horsepower — over 
200bhp in race G1 form! — has led to a host of 
problems due to cylinder block distortion etc; 
while in rallying the Gl cars have achieved 
notable successes only with Tony Pond at the 
wheel. In the early part of the year, he won the 
Group One category on RAC rounds nearly every 
time out — his most notable placing being an 
incredible fourth overall among the snows of the 
Granite City earlier in the year. The Dolomite, 
however, is re-engineered to nowhere near the 
same level as the Ford. The ponderous (4.1 turns 
lock to lock) steering ratio remains, (although we 
hear that a higher ratio unit was homologated on 
July 1); the brakes are standard) although of 
course fitted with competition pads and shoes) 
and so are the back axle and suspension, although 
the latter is fitted with uprated Bilstein dampers 
and special springs. In fact, there is very little in 
the Dolomite Sprint which has been markedly 
altered. Its fundamental advantage lies in a 
powerful and torquey 16-valve engine; its 
principal, and in certain conditions, crippling, dis- 
advantage, that fearful steering rack. 
Vauxhall’s Magnum Coupé no longer exists as 


im existence at the factory and we hear Gerry 
Johnstone has been in Germany lately); 
meanwhile the Magnum can still be as 


a saloon— but if one wished to Te the cou 

shell, then it would have to be bought as the 
humble Viva E and converted with all the 2300 
running gear. Vauxhall have not been idle on the 
homologation scene but their car still retains 
essentially standard brakes, rit aa ae see] 
rack (3.25 turns) and back axle. A five-sp 


gearbox is now ‘legal’ (something of a dis- 
advantage in this guise, we felt) and of course con- 
siderable work has been carried out on spring 


a 


rates and damper settings. The Magnum is very 
strong, but it is also heavy (as isthe Dolomite) for 
competition purposes; nevertheless we found 
Gerry Marshall’s car (which had obviously been 
set-up for the circuits), remarkably stable and re-. 
assuring in high speed corners. 

This Peak was ie trio we had assembled before 
us. The Ford, sitting much higher than standard’ 
on its ‘trick’ front suspension — (it eppents that 
by cr a German anti-dive roll bar setting 
intended to give anti-dive geometry at the front, 
the spring rates can also be markedly altered 
through the torsion bar itself); the Vauxhall 
looking low and business-like on its homologated 
6J wheels; the Se looking remarkably’ 
standard and not a little worn round the edges 
followmg an ‘“‘attack” on Brian by Vatanen at 
Silverstone and Brian’s “off” at Cotham. 

In terms of engime power, the Triumph has the 

over the Vauxhall and ro away from the 
Ford. Leyland say that this Don Moore unit gives 
around 185bhp and it is more than enough to see 
off both the othe cars. Torque & Dee = 
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Above: Tony Pond puts the Ford through the loos 


e 


course. Below: A 


(very important) overdrive, the Triumph reall 
flies in a straight line, although the Vauxh 
oe on very well until 60mph is reached. Both 
the Ford and the Vauxhall are lumpy and fussy at 


low revs as their special camshafts give the 


engines most unco-operative temperaments below 
3000rpm. Torque is at a premium here. The Ford 
in particular hunts severely, and the Racing 
Services engine gulps and hestiates unless the 
competition clutch is reaped rapidly with 
considerable revs on the tachometer. Vauxhall 
reckon that in this state of tune their engine gives 
around 175bhp, while it is suggested ‘that 


Ford can only muster around 155 from the 2-litre 
ohc Pinto engine (extracting usable power out of 
the latter is clearly a difficult problem). The Ford 
certainly feels sluggish in a straight lme when 
compared with the others, but it is remarkable 
how it catches them in the upper speed bracket as 
the beautiful close ratios in the slick 4-speed ’box, 
and the car’s comparative weight advantage begin 


to tell. There is no doubt who wins the drag race 


however, and Leyland come out on top in the best 

ossible way with their 16-valve Don Moore unit. 
it is smooth, powerful, revs keenly and is 
obviously very reliable. No one can ask for more. 
Straight line speed is most important on the race 
tracks, and here the deficiencies of a low ratio 
rack are not so critical; it is on the loose and in 
tight corners where the tables are turned... 
dramatically. 

By the end of the day there was no doubt in 
anyone’s mind as to why the Tour had been won 
by a Ford; both racing and rallying opinions were 
unanimous and Tony’s last laps were a glorious 
finale to a most enjoyable day as he flung the 
uncanny little Escort at the bends, extracting the 
final tenths of fleeting seconds from its seemingly 
infinite reserves. All who watched those laps came 
back, like the driver, beaming from ear to ear. It 
was an experience difficult to recapture in words 
but in any case it is out of place here. As we all 
suspected, when Ford want to build a “G1” car, 
they do take things right to the edge. On short 


-tarmac-thrashes and in races, there remains little. 


doubt that the Magnum and Dolomite will be 
right in there, but on the longer tarmac stages 
with plenty of curves, brows and blind corners, or 
in the forests, there is simply no comparison at 
present. . . it is the Ford all the way. 


__ Perhaps it is just as well that Boreham are not 


seriously interested in winning Group 1 in 
rallies. Such semi-privately-entered cars as do 
exist perhaps lack the know-how in preparation or 
the tenacity in the forests to get the most out of 
their examples, and if the works were to enter this 
realm seriously, then their appearance might well 
frighten away such marques as can at present 
flourish there. 


but a cheap way of going rallying and perhe 
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performance check was revealing. Right Tony gets ready for work. 


current Radio 1 race seres) might be more 
applicable. 

t is at events like the Tour of Britain that we 
can clearly just how far the state of the ‘art’ for 
the homologation rule bending game) has e. 
and apart from witnessing just how fast Mr Pond 
is capable of driving, last Wednesday provides 2 
representative cross-section of what is currently 
the quickest in the formula. Our thanks to Peter 
Ashcroft, Gerry Johnstone and Bill Pryce for 
making it all possible. (We are sure there will 
shortly be some additions to the latter pair’s job 
lists — stable doors not withstanding). 

It is at this point that we must hand over te 
Tony Pond for a real driver’s eye view; he takes up 
the story. 


a) 


Driving 
analysis 
Ford Escort RS2000 


‘“The caris simply sensational in the ha 
department. The power is about what I expec 
perhaps 150bhp, certainly scarcely more than my 
RS2000 had last year, but this is not realty 
ultimately important... iif your car handles like 
this one — who needs power! It took me about six 
or seven laps of the tarmac circuit to realize that I 
was in a different world altogether. Then I found 
ut that to go quickly wes merely a case of 
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Winner takes all 


contin 


Escort RS2000 continued 


pilot — the car would do the rest. If one tried 


antics like I was trying towards the end of the day. 


in either of the other two cars, we’d.probably still 
be sliding and rolling through the undergrowth. 
You simply cannot go wrong with this RS2000, 
the limits are in the driver’s hands and feet — not 
in the suspension. But you have to drive it fully 
15-20mph faster than the other cars into the same 
corners to find out how quickly it will go. If you 
drive it at the same speed as the others, the car 
will just understeer and the lack of punch will 


Triumph Dolomite Sprint 

“The great thing about the Dolomite is power — 
there’s more of it available over a wider band than 
any of the others. It takes off tremendously and 
with the overdrive it really flies. There’s an eager- 
ness about the engine which is very encouraging. 
In a fast corner on tarmac Wats it is not so 


good, and tends to try and fall over its front out- 


side wheel, scrubbing off speed in the process. The 


car oversteers without provocation much more, 


than the others, and this is OK except that the low 


gearing on the steering makes it hard work to hold: 


and pick-up accurately. This steering is in fact the 
biggest problem of the Sprint. You can go so far 
ih it, and then you're over the edge and the car 
simply goes to pieces. The Dolomite is very 

leasant to drive up to this point. Perhaps the 
Sikes don’t have the feel of the Vauxhall, butit’s 
the steering that really hinders your progress. If 
you get the car really sideways it will sometimes 
take you as muchas halfa lock to find that critical 
pointof-balance. With this rack you can only go so 


far, there simply is not the drivability and feel! 


there to go any further. The ratio doesn’t allow 


you to get to grips with the thing, and the brakes 


are not as good as the Vauxhall’s and not in same 
ball-park as the Ford’s. If you try and drive 
beyond its limits, the car just becomes ragged and. 
you lose time; but with a quick rack, things would 


be labs t 

“On a tight and narrow track ina forest, the raw 
hard work a driver has to put in with this car is a 
bit depressing; it drains your confidence, you 
can't squirt it into a small gap; but it’s very quick 
and the potential is enormous. On the loose, when 
you don't know where the road is going, the driver 
can get to the stage where he’s SA alat d out 
of track trying to jig’ it about. The Dolomite is a 
useful machine considering that in terms of G1 
regulations, it really is a very standard motor car; 
to make it more competitive is a matter of playing 
the homologation ‘musical-chairs’a bit more.’ 


Dolomote Sprint: well mannered and powerful — up toa point.. 


allow it to die on you. The driver must simply fling 


tt around and f. he has ever driven any other 

aig ee The RS2000 was the only one of these 

pte that I wanted to go on driving all day 
ee 


_ “With this Ford, the right driver would have no 
trouble getting into the top five on RAC forestry 
nationals, it is that good. The Escort will handle 
to the nth degree; you can get away with absolute 
murder and that does wonders for ‘your 


confidence. With the confidence this machine 


generates, any driver worth the name could make . 


up the power deficiency. You can tangle yourself 
up in knots and still tweak it out of trouble. The 
quick steering is so accurate, the brakes so sharp, 
and that gearbox is just like a rocket. It is not 
hard to see how they win things.... 

“On the skid pan you can drive this car on full 
opposite lock, just holding it and holding it as it 


RS2000: a confidence-generating car with exceptional forest capabilities. 


OVX 43iPr 


Vauxhall Magnum Coupe 


“The problem with the Magnum appears to centre 
around the amount of negative camber and hence 


lack of tread contact on the front wheels. This. 
addition makes the car very stable in fast corners, 


but when you go sideways, the steering geometry 
suddenly castors very strongly. Where the 
negative camber is so useful is in high speed 
corners where the caris extremely controllable — I 


‘can understand why Gerry drives it so sideways 


on the circuits, the car is really chuckable in these 
circumstances. In a straight line though the 
num is very odd, the steering gives virtuall 
no feel at all. When you take the car on the loose it 
doesn’t quite lean over enough to lose all that 
negative camber — this particular Vauxhall is 


turns and spins on a sixpesce — just Eke a go 
kart. You can adjust your right foot and play it off 
on the steering, it’s uncanny. rack is so quick 
and the balance so good you can let high speed 
slides go for ever and then pick them up neatly 
from idiotic positions and angles. Simplicity is the 
secret and this gives the driver the confidence so 
that he knows he’s going to murder everyone — 
the car is quite exceptional. At first I thought it 
understeered too much and there wasn’t enough 
power to pull it round — how wrong I was! My 
entry spéed was far too slow! Fitted with those 
solid top nuts the car has a lot of castor on the 
renee which makes it quite heavy — but this is 
all to the good in a sliding situation where it feels 
so incredibly stable. Loose or tar, the driver just 
picks his line and at virtually any time he can alter 
direction at will. I can’t say more than that — it’s 
a winner. 


really more of a set-up tarmac racer, and a very 
good one too. 

“The five-speed gearbox I think tends to 
hamper progress rather than make matters better. 
There are simply too many gear swops for a Group 
1 car, and on the loose you’re reaching for that 
awkward high first gear all the time you're mak- 
ng loads of gearchanges with no apparent effect 
on progress. The way the car is geared, there 
won't be many occasions when you see the tallest 
-two ratios on stages. 

“This is really quite a classic racing car; the 
handling is so typical — initial understeer leading. 
into progressive oversteer. The steering geometry 
is certainly not right for the loose, and I reckon 
Will’s car must be set-up differently for him. Once 
you get the car sliding, it’s very controllable; but 
on an unsighted road this dead feel from the steer- 
ing around the straight-ahead position would sap 
your confidence, and grappling for that first gear 
wouldn’t help. As this car stands, it’s an excellent 
tarmac racer with strong, fade-free brakes; butitis 
not a loose surface car at all. On the skidpan you 
have to work against the comparatively low steer 
ing ratio and lift off the power to gather the car 
back into control. As a racer it’s most impressive, 
butits nota great compromise car like the Ford.” 


Vauxhall Magnum: better (in this guise) on the 
tarmac. 


So 


Our “‘winner’’ — the 


VAUXHALL MAGNUM 


Price new. n/a (Magnum 2300 saloon £2399; Viva E £1665). 
Primary homologated FIA Group 1 parts available to private buyers: 
Induction kit::twin Dellorto twin choke units including manifold, 


BRD OANA KAR OS xi, eo tea ce. tes Sicuety spoke escrelcasts, cxor ate ea £245.01 
BeValvie CVINGEENCMUL 2:  ttatete es alot oo sTesclg estes ole £158.00 
Seamishait-to Suit inGUCHONE: Pak «ated ce Fences. deb aw eee dbl £70 
SMB AUST MONON ces tet onl ees Te Uae eee ool £80.86 
Bere Peed 'ZE PEADOXs md. bev dace elves bick's:« nigye bien, ov hit £140.01 
Limited slip differential assembly ..................... £215.00 
Full rollcage....... eS Be ORE See Cee Re ie £76.18 
ERONUSPTINGS CO) i ckts scrccerytetoushe fe lacs ola « aflvilh igh s ovasante £38.52 
Bilstein shock absorbers (4)...........---000 eee eee eres £66.28 
Homologated 6J wheels (4) .......... 2-0... e eee eee ees £145.00 
BMT UAL te aks, vats Sco tn eehes otae tare» Mhabahabes tee leas, S's « £22.66 
ATU UGG proteases ssc) et scare oMeagas Ave ploiege 's, gy Rivte SETS £26.29 
Full harness seat belts ............ 0. ccc eee ee eee eee £12.01 


Complete Blydenstein — built engine, dynomometer tested, 
included special hamologated parts, blueprinted and balanced. . . 
4 £1118.75 

+ deduct £30 on exchange. 


TRIUMPH DOLOMITE SPRINT 


Brice n@Wsicce tai os. Pion et. Doce ea arenas £3430 
Primary homologated FIA Group 1 extras available to private buyers: 
Induction Kit: twin 2ins HS8 SU Carburetters, (£56), air Grete 


(£26.75) andinlet manifold (£27.50) .............., pong lal 
Carburetter mounting blocks........... Abe gsc Ho age £4. 
ST Camshaft (STRO139)to suit inductionkit ................ £45 
Seto ValVeSPriNngSkes. ssa). SkAatils «oak epee £19.60 
PERN AUSTSYSTONI Smiths. caste oeuaes ths te <sane lke. sts ce Ae eae £60 
Close ratio gears .......... AS AB OBOE ORES ile Eon oF £75 
Modified (solid piston) overdrive. ...........6+ eee e eee eee £29 
Competition clutch Plater. vr... s. 21-2 are ose ia|acoe cincalipe aimee £14.50 
Limitedslip differential... 06-082. t+ kee ease aloes £147.50 
Heavy duty (export) Springsifront)® ....,....ssegeeeeee gene £ 
Heavy duty (export) springs (rear)*.............0......000. £18 
Girling gas pressurized shock absorbers (4).........0....%. £130 
ROTICOOIET ith oat or, «Sistas oe Radian, wie eine Onn SvS REE, ok 
BRON CABESILIL), suis: sarsragistenstene, 0 47S claget dno cotcachb! saat cae mee Pea £55.50 
Typical price for blue-printed balanced engine at Don Moore (less 

the relevant 2DOVE DAML). /6 fs. ene is sce oda tae eee oe £350 


*one-off for Tour of Britain. 


Pricenew. ............0005 Biotere ets tates Qhan sees oohe . +. £2983 
Primary homologated FIA Group 1 parts available to private buyers: 
Induction kit: two downdraught twin choke Weber carburetters, 
including inlet manifold and air cleaner (the latter costs around 


18) Sg SORRETS, ta co HERS MSA arid Sos tid ey ae £225 
WR30 camshaft (ground by Weslake) to suit induction kit ...... £45 
Modified inlet and exhaust vaives...........2..0 0s eee ees £24 
Set of close ratio gears........ isisjstacasa'. AENs teen A= ME cto £132.08 
Ventilated front disc brakes.............. 0. .ceeeeeeees £80.14 
High ratio steering rack (2.5 turns lockto lock)............ £74.99 
Narrow “Atlas” (@-litre Capri-type) axle incorporating thicker rear 

chu) LOSS DEBE me Geman tc cebu asp dob oe peenae £190 
ZF Limited slip differential. ....... 00.0. . eee ee eee eee ee £136 
Safety Devices full roll cage......... Je istnn eG Aen ee £80 
RIES UTS (2% ci che isnpere ole. caceePaine RucheMaperdr as chives fas tae apie sei ae £78 
put eee Sp - sdiheel.f. Desetietaticarstiurnts eis ac ma 

ear springs (Single leaf type)* ..........-.. 0c cece eee eee 
Rear shock a bsorbers (Aye Lees seal tas ee POMS oR ste ie £33.82 


*Typical price for ‘blue-printed’ balanced engine at Racing Services 
less all the aboverelevant parts ...............+.20-00- £500 
* One off Tour of Britain kit. 


Performance check 


The acceleration figures show some interesting 
comparisons; but it should be mentioned that test 
conditions unfortunately did not remain constant. 
For example, Gerry Marshall drove the Vauxhall 
during fifth-wheel testing, and consequently the 
times may to some extent reflect his expertise and 
experience with the car. The two others were 
driven by WHAT CAR ?’s chief tester; but, acting 
via orders from Boreham, he was asked to be 
especially gentle with the RS2000 (no 8000rpm, 
etc) as it was thought that the clutch problems 
which sidelined Makinen and Clark during the’ 
Tour might also afflict the Vatanen car. The last 
thing we wanted was a dead Ford on our hands! 
The easiest car with which to record good times 
was the Dolomite Sprint. The Triumph, endowed 
with its Gl tweaks, has a very wide and flat 
torque curve which makes rapid getaways simple 


RDN EN a ES a eS aa 


The price you pay 


As expected, it has proved all but impossible to 
reproduce exact part-for-part price comparisons. 
Various components (such as rear axle, brakes, 
wheels etc) remain standard production parts on 
the one hand and not on the other. In addition, 
although these cars wer prepared with FIA Group 
1 regulations in mind, a number of anomolies exist 
in that for the Tour of Britain some parts such as 
springs) were ‘‘free’”’, so the cars were set up in a 
rather “one-off’’ fashion for this event. 

Also there remains the controversial question of 
what one can and cannot purchase in a bid to 
make one’s £6000 eis 1 car competitive with. 
the works examples. The Ford was particularly 
specialized in this field. However certain items, 
such as induction kits and close ratio gears bear 
interesting comparisons. 

The lists published here are of course not 
complete. Items like competition brake pads, 
linings, drivers’ seats, Haldas, reinforced bushes, 
tyres, lights and various other competition 
necessitities have not been included .... as their 
prices are largely immaterial. Few indeed are the 
competitors who pay full price for major items, let: 
alone the smaller parts. Thus these lists are not 
intended as a direct comparison of G1 costs, but 
merely a pointer to indicate in some detail just 
how frighteningly expensive the homologation 
game has now become. ; , : 

Two or three years ago one could secure a G2/4 
car for less money then these machines are worth 
today — but similarly they are all virtually as 
quick. Where is the G1 homologation spiral going 
to stop? The answer, it appears, is when manufac- 
turers no longer think the promotional effort is 
worthwhile. Promotionally speaking, it s 
obviously still a very. remunerative exercise, and 
while it remains so, other competitors have no 


to well past 100mph. The overdrive is also a tre- 
mendous asset in this respect. The camshafts 
fitted to both the Vauxhall and the Ford make 
them decidedly ‘‘peaky’’ and there is very-little 
urge low down (the Ford is particularly sensitive 
in this respect, dying completely for several 
seconds while the engine hunts and the revs drop. 


off) 

ACCELERATION FIGURES 

Dolomite Magnum Escort 

; Sprint 2300. RS2000 
0-30mph 3.5 (3.8) 32 6.6) 45 @.2) 
' 0-40 4.5 (4.9) 4.1 (5.2) 5.8 (4.9) 
0-50 58 (7.1) 58 76) 7.1 (6.8) 
0-60 7.3 (9.2) 73(109) 88 (8.9) 
0-70 9.8(12.0) 10.1 (15.6) 12.1(12.9) 
0-80 122(16.0) 13.0 (20.9) 14.7(168) 
0-90 14.9(21.0) 173 17.9 (23.7) 
0-100 210 23.1 23.7 (34.8) 


Sieures m brackets courtesy of Whet Cer? Megemme stancerc car 


PETE LYONS recalls his 
second Tour of Britain 


We climbed the Devil’s Staircase soon 


before dawn. In the grey light the 
mountains of Wales loomed as a surprise. 
Remote, bare, vast; this-was Otherness, A 
day and a night travelling the homely fields 
of middle England had not prepared us for 
Nanty-yr-Hwch. And it was cold. The 
valleys below held still meres of white mist, 
and the stunted conifers cloaking the hills 
were dank with dew. 

I received one more blue time card. I 
pushed my helmet over my head one more 
time, cinched down my straps one more 
time, planted my heels firmly on my foot 
bar. My route-finding job was over for a 
while now, the weight of our performance 
lay on Denis. With ten seconds to go I could 
see nothing different about him. With five 
to go he was still utterly relaxed, hands rest- 
ing idly on wheel and gearlever.and neither 
foot pressing a pedal. He always waited like 
this, hearing the countdown Four — Three 
— Two before bestirring himself. Then it 
happened all at once: gears in, revs up, away. 

nce you are convinced of someone’s basic 
ability it is not difficult to sit at his side 
while he drives as fast as he can. If his 
ability is very high, it is possible to be lulled 
by the seeming ease of his driving, and there 
had been several times in the past hours 
when in the middle of Denny Hulme’s nicely- 
judged entries and efficiently-held exits that 
I caught myself thinking, Damn, I’d like to 
have a go at this. ... Up until now he’d been 
learning about this Special Stage business. 
His driving hadn’t been slow, not even from 
the first, but there had been an initial sense 
of caution about diving into blind bends. 
The Bear’s foot never went down until his 
brain understood what the road did. How- 
ever, this understanding had been coming 
more and more swiftly, recently he had been 
charging the corners on approach almost as 
fiercely as he had been leaving them, the 
initially clear distinction between a circuit 
driver and a rallyman had been dwindling — 
but this dawn stage in the mountains some- 
how completed the transition. 

Several minutes out from the start we 
were on, more or less on, a very narrow, 
moderately bumpy, coarse-gravel road 
wending down a hillside. It had been 
sraent long enough to use top gear, and 
the downhill trend was steepening, and the 
speed was mounting rapidly. The vision 
ahead was increasingly wild leaping and 
weaving. Ahead there seemed to be a patch 
of trees and beyond that just empty 
mountain air. Hulme’s right boot stayed 
hard down, he was committing our course to 
nothing but his big, scarred hands, and 
abruptly we passed through a kind of speed 
limit in my mind. Suddenly I’d had enough, 
this was beyond what was reasonable, I 
wasn’t having fun any more. My helmet was 
battering the roll cage in accompaniment to 
the stones on the undertray, my finger 
tendons were beginning to tire, the shoulder 
straps were chaffing my neck raw. The 
engine screamed up another note. 

It was then the certain knowledge came to 
me.I couldn't do this. 


> 


ws 


The Monorep Opel takes the vicious yump on the Cheltenham Race Course stage in its stride. 


Doing it with Denny» 


All during the Texaco Tour of Britain people kept 
coming up to Denny Hulme and asking him what 
it was like to be back out of retirement. “I only 
retired from F1,” he’d tell them. I sat next to him 
for three days and — I didn’t see any retirement 
in him! 

Going in, nobody had any illusions. Texaco and 
GBM had completed the arrangements only a 
short while before, and none of the parties 
involved had done anything like this together 
before. Our car, Tony Lanfranchi’s Group 1 
circuit racer, had been turned into a rally car only 
to the extent possible in a few long nights at 
Monorep. Go well on the few racing circuits it 
_certainly would, but for stage work it was visibly 
too long, too wide, too low. A 

Don Abrams and the crew at Monorep were 


very keen and the job they’d done on the car was. 


superb. Denny started getting along with them 
immediately. But how was The Bear going to 
gee this Special Stage stuff? Just how much 
of a lark was this to him? 

We went out to Brands Hatch on the 
Wednesday for acclimatization. The track was 
awash with other cars, little single-seaters of vari- 
ous yaa eee and lumbering saloons. The old- 
gold Opel with bold letters MAYFAIR on the 
sides had been equipped with full road-going 
exhaust and skid plates and rally lights and it 
looked silently quite out of place, but on about the 
fourth lap it started coming down from Druids 
with a bit of a wiggle on, and the brake lights were 
coming on later and briefer into the bends. 
Abrams, his done-an-all-nighter eyes squinting at 
his stopwatch, glanced at Lanfranchi. “You know, 
this ht be pretty good.” Tony nodded, and 
watched his car. The best he could remember 
doing with it, in racing trim, was about 59.6s 
around here, and Hulme was below 61. At about 
eight laps he did 60.4; there were a couple of laps 
in which he made way for other traffic, and then 
he did a 60.2. 


“She seems a docile old beast,’ remarked 


balances well, nothing nasty about her at all. 
Could’ve pushed a bit harder under braking, 
maybe, but I only wanted to get the feel.”” How 
long had it been since he actually drove a racing 
car on a circuit, I wanted to know. I was thinking 
of his run at Long Beach back in March in a 
vintage Cooper. 

“Ah, well, I’ve been cheating a wee bit. I had 
oy ne out for a demo in New Zealand a while 

ack.” 

Next day we drove No.18 up to Birmingham 
together, Denny _ sitting 
Lanfranchi’s bucket over on the left side, cruising 
at a sedate 70-odd mph, giving way to other 
drivers more than not, babying the car along as if 
he were taking the family to the seaside. We spent 
the two hours doing everything I could think of to 
Bs. ae my own self for my limited role: we pain- 
stakingly calibrated the Halda against known 
road mileages, and cross-checked it against the 
kilometre-reading speedometer, and practised: 
overtaking with instructions from my side about 
oncoming traffic... . I didn’t have much to do but 
I was anxious not to screw it up. Just how Hulme 
was approaching the thing took me a while to get 
a reading on. 

At Brands he’d spent ten solid minutes in close 
study of an entry list, asking searching questions 
about the calibre of the other crews in our class. 
At dinner on the Thursday evening, where 
Texaco’s hospitality flowed quite lavishly, he 
quietly ignored a sparkling glass of cold white 
wine. “Aw, I’d really fancy that if I weren’t 
driving tomorrow.” Hmm, thought me to myself, 


‘that’s taking it all a bit more seriously than some 


of the rally blokes I know! But what really made 
my ears prick up was his formal interview with a 
radio reporter. Most of it was pretty standard, 
rather superficial stuff, but then the question 
came: just how much testing have you done with 
your car, Denis? The reply as given was, 
“Nothing at all, I never saw the car before today, 
just driven her on the M1 and the M6 up here.” 

I had to call him on that in private later. Hulme, 
you old rascal, tell me why you lied to him? “Hell 
with ’im! He doesn’t need to know how I prepare 
for an event!” Then he smiled like an Everglades 
alligator. “Pete, you were closer than some, I 
suppose, but there was a lot went on you just 


comfortably in’ 


£ 
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As we queued up for the start next morni 
amidst the crowds and the banners, Denny c 
over a bystander and handed him a mini-camera | 
and asked him to take a happy-snap of us up on 


the ramp. We paused at the bottom on the way 
out to retrieve the camera with thanks. No Mille 
Miglia this! 

It was an easy initial run down to Silverstone, 
and we talked of it a little. Hulme kept saymg 
what a pity it was that we had only four racing 
events to do. Watching from the marshal’s post at 
Woodcote I took ee times, just in case it might 
help in some way. The one flying warm-up lap (of 
three total) around the Club circuit took 1m 198s. 
Then as the race got under way the first flying lap 


-was 18.3, followed by 16.9, 17.0, 16.3 and another 


16.3. ... Denny had started 18th on the gr 
surrounded by BMWs and another Or nia 
and a Mercedes,-and our car was sluggish off the 
line (it always was, throughout the Tour) but 
gradually he ahr ugeee them all off. 

Toward the end he caught and passed Gerry 
Marshall’s Vauxhall (not bothered a bit about 
blowing off the owner of our car!) and dida 155m 
the process. He had James Hunt in eh and 
came to seven seconds adrift at the finish at lep 
15. I was interested to see Denny’s last four laps 
were 16.3, 16.1, 16.2, and 16.0. I'd cali that 
consistency. 

‘D’you see that Merc go off?” he chuckled 
deliegneeey “T sucked him in a beauty! Eased off 
gradually at the end of the straight so he wouldnt 
see my nose dip and he went flyin’ straight on!” 
About our car he was pleased. “She w t pick 
up off the line, but she came clean halfway up toe 
Copse. She’s a soe old tub, no dramas at all 
Brakes really well.” 


On the loose 


+ 


suspension, until the surface went to tarmac and 
the car felt more secure. : 

It was the first corner I was keen to see! What 
would he make of it? At the end of the stoney road 
we could see it was a right-hander, but how much 
of a one and how loose was hidden round a grassy 
bank. We arrived briskly; Hulme waited prett 
late; he went onto the brakes hard but wit 
feeling; front le rooting through the stones like 
pigs after truffles we plunged around the bank — 
then he could see and his right foot went hard 
down on the gas. The back of the car started 
spewing up dust and swung to the outside, 

ulme’s knobby big hands fed in countersteer, 
and we were away with engine screaming. ; 

Three times in that run his helmet visor came 
flipping down, which cost a hand off the wheel to 
chuck it back up. He decided to remove it entirely 
for the rest of the rally. He also decided he didn’t 
want his gloves on, as they seemed to be robbing 
steering feel. There were several blind areas 
where, despite red arrowing indicating the track 
went straight on, the Bear foot came up. He asked 
me what I thought about the run; I told him I 
rated it about 85 per cent, and that the deficiency 
lay in the few score yards preceding certain 
corners. Rally drivers tend more to cram them- 
selves into a bend as if it were flat, and sort 
themselves out in the middle when it isn’t. 

However, from the middles of the corners we 
were in as full-blooded a series of wheelspinning 
slides as you could ever wish to phetograpt 
Twice the back wheel — on my side, naturally! — 
came to inches of the brinks of ditches. It was a 
hard, fast run, and it so steamed me up that I 
forgot where I’d put the time card, forgot to reset 
the Halda as we rejoined the road, forgot to take 
off my helmet, and completely missed seeing a 
crack in the windscreen squarely in front of my 
nose for several minutes. “Well, I think that 
loosened her up a wee bit!” he giggled as we 
simmered down. “‘I feel better, now, I’ve more of 
an idea what to expect.” (We felt better still later 
on when that stage was cancelled, so that our 
learning experience didn’t cost anything!). 

Next came a race at Smetterton, and another 
dice up through his grid pertmers until he was 


mixing it up wih James. Ope actually got ahead 
af V but then Denny treed 2 different gear 


tail Hulme did his lest four laps at his best times: 
1:28), 28.9, 29.1, and 28.9. 

As we queued up at the entrance to Hockeri 
Wood the news flashed back that Hunt fart 
shunted a tree halfway in. Someone else came out 
and said it was so dark under the trees that head- 
lamps were a real help, so we plucked our quartz 
covers off. It was worthwhile. Light clearings 
alternated with dark overhangs so confusingly 
that it was hard even to spot the place of James’s 
going straight on, but we did see it, at a point 
where the track kinked half-right just after 
passes into foliage. At two more corners here, 

ad we been going but five mph faster at the 
apex, our own nose would have bent itself on trees 
as well. It was really tight. It was here that I 
began to pick up on the sheer economy of Denny’s 
driving. 

Throughout the day we hurtled ourselves down 
narrow bumpy bits of road; at Sennowe Hall, at 
Wiggenhall, at Ludford, Balderton, Bardon Hall, 
Gately Park... . As we went with wheels scratch- 
ing into corners with banks or trees or gates at 
the very edge, as we pounded the wheels over 
savage bumps and flew all four of them off the 
crests of yumps, Denis Hulme never once took 
Chance One. He was driving as hard as he could, 
putting tyres right to the edges at their maximum 
performance, stamping every pedal hard and his 
arms whirling like berserk machines — but not 
once did his foot go down on the power until he 
understood what the road did. When it did go 
down it was with tenderness, and the instant 
readiness to ease to kill excess spinning. I 
thought frequently of years of 750bhp Can Am 
cars. It was as if Denny carried with us a great 
sack full of experience. 


The right decision 


Mistakes he did make. We went too hot into a . 


downhill left at Knighton and slid wide onto the 
i bad re Spa: grass meadow beyond; churn- 
ing like a tank we managed to get back up onto 
the road again. On a similar sort of corner at the 
memorable Nanty-yr-Hwch I really caught him 


~ out, and we fell right over the brink — but well 


before actually leaving the road Denny steered 
into the slide and aimed straight for a level patch 
of grass that constituted the only possible escape 
chute for a hundred yards. I scrambled out to 
push and several spectators ran over to help, but 
Denny had the car reversing back and around 
under its own power without our help. Had he not 
done the sensible thing at the right time, 
abandoned the corner in favour of the right patch 


of scenery, Lanfranchi’s racer would probably be 


there yet.... 

The same instant flexibility-of-mind saved us a 
nasty crunch at Donington the first time round. 
On the road circuit there is going to bea hairpin in 
front of the pits, and I ought to have been able to 
warn my driver about it, but I didn’t and we went 
straight on through the loose gravel and over the 
sharp kerbing. Here again he took it straight on, 
whereas two other drivers, as far as we could piece 
it together later, tried to fight the slide and hit 
sideways-on. At the end of the stage, Denny 
shouted at Don, ‘Have a look at the rims, she’s 
been over the kerbs!” but we couldn’t find 
or foo wrong. The other two cars, segs were 
sad sights indeed. One BMW finished the raHy 
running askew as a Mexican truck. 

“Poor old girl, what a ... punishment!” he 
mumbled once or twice througty his helmet at a 
particularly savage bump. He always seemed 
sorry about what he had to ask Miss Mayfair to 
do for him. But he went ahead and asked. ; 


Timely change | 


It was a rough damned rally. We began seeing 
bent and battered vehicles everywhere, some 
looking so sorry they wanted shooting out of 
kindness. At the end of Eppynt, the fearsome fast 
blind over the top of a mountain on hard-surfaced 
roads full of hummocks, we were greeted at the 
finish line by people frantically waving us down. 
Denny only lifted off a franction as we leaped over 
the final crest, but it was enough to avoid the 
crumpled wrecks one on each side of the road and 
the abrupt kink that had caught them out. 

Somewhere we put the left rear into a stoney 
bank and scratched the tail. Somewhere else we 
apparently rubbed the right door along a projec- 
tion — neither of us noticed it — and with each 
paseng stage the windscreen crack grew another 
inch. Oh, and we wiped off the fuel filter on a rock. 
But that, at the end of a long day, a longer night, 
another day and yet another, was the sum total of 
the marking that Denis Hulme put on the motor 
car 


Sunday afternoon, halfway along the rough 
section at the top of Loton Park, he missed a gear- 


just 

through from now on, Pete, no point in breakin’ 
her up for nothing.” And that’s exactly what he 
did. Nothing else at all went out of his driving, 
everything else remained a furious, blurred 
attack, but he had re-programmed his discipline in 
the matter of gearchanges and each one from then 
on was smooth, gentle, secure. I know that I 
couldn’t have done that, I’d have forgotten in the 
heat of battle within moments. I think that’s 
what impressed me the most. 


Memory bank 


That, and our two stages around hard-surfaced 
circuits where we made second laps. Denny once 
remarked to me that it only took him about five or 
six laps to actually learn a circuit, to “put it on 
tape.” At Cadwell Park (‘‘What a damn shame I 
never raced here all these years”) I could see him 
playing back his first-lap tape on the second time 
around, and it was the first time I actually saw 
GP-standard driving. Klebers ng a on with a 
mighty screech, car at what felt like 45 degrees, 
he made the twists and loops into one long 
smooth flowing pattern. Once he got the “tape” 
just fractionally wrong: going into a tighteni 
downhill right hander the front wheels st 
losing out and we began to run wide toward the 
grass. You could almost follow the thought pro- 
cess as he rummaged around through his mental 
sack of tricks and came up with a solution; do this 
with the wheel and this with the throttle, just this 
amount and just so long. He had put the steering 
back in its rightful place and his foot back on the 
firewall almost before I could feel anything 
change, but he knew his correction had been 
correct, and it was. 

We also did two laps of a wide, concrete 
surfaced airfield called Gaydon, and once again 
the first time round was tremendous to be along 
upon but the second was something else. There 
was one long arcing entry at the far end, where 
the speed had built up nearly to maximum in to 
and where Denny waited until my feet were ben 
ing my foot bar before he got onto the brakes. It 
was a wide, decreasing radius across the full 
width of the runway into a narrow “gate”, and all 
the way in the car was on the brink of a spin. The 
four wheels simply skittered across the surface as 
though they were buttered, but his braking foot 
so modulated its pressure and his hands so care- 
fully nursed the steering that we traced the exact, 
delicate parabola all the way down, and plunged 
through the gap precisely on line, car cocked onto 
its outside back wheel with all systems going 
hard. It was as satisfying a compound curve as 
the line of lady’s bottom! 

Does one ever do that with an F1 car? “Oh. ... 
sometimes.” My god. 


Acquiring the taste 


As an event, I thought the first night was 
entirely too long but the rest of it was plain fun. 
The service crew — Don, Liz, Peter, the two Roys, 
John the Foreman and especially Tina, kept 
things running so smoothly we had nothing to do 
but drive. There were a lot of long runs between 
stages, when in the sunny British summer we 
lazed along through lovely countryside telling 
stories. He told me some of those things I ‘‘just 
never knew about” and I can see why I never 
knew ! (Do not panic, girls, the secrets will go to 
my grave). The Texaco Tour was attracting a 
tremendous amount of interest along the way, 
and we were scarcely ever without spectators 
waving and calling out good wishes. With a 
frequency that began to surprise me the old Bear 
was singled out with special affection: “Aye, 
Denny!”’, or ‘“‘Good to see you back, Denis!” came 
from crowd after crowd, and several times at 
halting points a person would emerge from the 
background and say something like, ‘‘Bill Jones, 
penny Christchurch, just wanted to say good 
u ce 

But I think the most complimentary thing any- 
body said to Hulme — and in a way the most 
revealing thing, because he repeated it to me a few 
minutes later in a thoughtful, almost bemused 
tone — came from Ari Vatanen. “He came over te 
me just now and he said, ‘Denis, you're gone vem 
you should think about doing the RAC Rally.” 

Well, do you want to do it? I turned to him 
“Well. ... I don’t know, Pete. ...’”’ Images of 
massive preparation, massive organization, 
massive learning. Maybe an ambitious thing to 
aim for, with one half-rally under one’s belt. But I 
do rather think the Bear has 
the game! 

Is there anywhere m Bram a person might 
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Arkell: the action resumes _| Chevette gathers momentum 
— Cirencester Park, Sunday 


Back to business for Castrol contenders 


After over a month’s break, the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championship 
gets underway again this Sunday. 
The venue is Cirencester Park where 
the Cirencester MC will be ny De on 
the ’76 version of the Arkell Rally, 
itself co-sponsored by Castrol for the 
first time. The rally, based on Ciren- 
cester Park as usual, is for the first 
time accorded Castrol championship 
status and the proximity of Castrol’s 
competition HO at Swindon makes 
the association all the closer. 

Last-minute revisions to _ the 
route have effectively chopped 6.7: 
miles from the stages (three tests 
at Badon, Membury and Welford) 
but since these stages around the 
Membury Services area on the M4, 
involved a 70-mile round trip from 
Cirencester, and were hardly memor- 
able in their quality, this is perhaps 
all to the good. Road mileage now 
totals almost the same as the stages 
— the principal of which is, of course, 
the Park itself in which a 7.2 mile 
stage has been laid out. This pre- 
dominantly tarmac test will be 
attempted four times in various com- 
binations, and supporting stages 
include Hailey 
Wood, Ebworth and Misserden. 
There are now over 50 stage miles in 
total and a similar number of road 
miles are involved. 

In theory then, the event should be 
compact and leisurely, with its tempt- 
ing focal point on the beautiful 
grounds of Cirencester Park itself. 


. Last hoa the promotional side of the 


Arkell was a great success, and it 
was not just Arkells brewery who 
profited from a great day out. The 
event is planned and run with more 
than just competitors in mind — in 
fact the day often resembles more of 
a well-to-do point-to-point meeting or 
a mammoth féte/garden party than a 
rally. The atmosphere is the com- 
plete antithesis of the more normal 
wild and remote rally scene. Sunday 
is planned as a family affair, thus 
there are vintage car displays, a 
children’s fair, a playground, and a 
number of:‘hot rods’ will also be on 
display. Arkells will, of course, be 


much in evidence and despite the: 


dulcet, pastoral tones of John Foden 
echoing among the great oaks and 
beeches, the day is sure to be a 
success. Will the incredible Bell 
Jetranger pilot defy death once 
again as he offers close inspection of 
the trees around the park? This in 
itself is a sight to see. 

The rally has been dramatically 
oversubscribed this year and since 
only 90 competitors are allowed to 
start, some 60 hopefuls have had to 
be turned away. The first car starts 
the first stage, in the park itself, at 
09.00 and the final stage will also be 
here — the first car on the road com- 
pleting it from about 16.50. Prior 


to the shortening of the route, : 


competitors were to have been com- 
ing in the Park itself from 09.00; 
again at 13.00 before an hour long 
lunch halt; at 15.10 and finally at 
17.00; but as we went to press, it was 
not confirmed that the route altera- 
tions had affected these schedules. 
The leading cars show a predict- 
ably high proportion of Castrol 
runners and the entry, being so over- 
subscribed, is of a comparatively 
high standard. The Scottish contin- 
gent, who competed here last year in 
the form of the Samson Brothers and 


a 


‘they are being joined by a previous 


winner of the event (and perhaps the 


instigator in the Sp ab 
Donald Heggie in the F. English of 
Bournemout: RS1800. Willie 


Crawford is again being co-driven by 
newly qualified oculist, Fred. 
Gallagher. Of the remaining unex- 
pected entry in the top ten, Tony 
Drummond will be testing a number 
of tread patterns on racing tyres for 


Castrol 
AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


Dunlop. George Hill, defending his 
Castrol championship, is hoping to 
have a 240bhp steel crank engine | 
together with triple plate clutch for 
the first time. 


The top cars areas follows: 
1, Randolph Whittal-Williams/Roger Hemmings 


(RS1600); 2, Graham Elsmore/Stuart Harro 
(RS1600); 3, Tony Drummond/Phil Short 
(RS1800); 5, Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters 
_(RS1800);_ 6, Donald Heggie/George Dean 


auxhall 


800); 
Gordon Batchelor/Roger Jenkins (RS1600); 15, 
Derek and Terry Evans (Vauxhall verze 36, 
in 


Lord/John Horton (Vauxhall Lip shalt 20, David 
apri). 


One sad fact to record about the 
entry list concerns Graham Elsmore 
(see story elsewhere) who it seems 
must now be an unlikely starter ... 
but on a banter note, Laurie 
Richards is seeded at 13! Surely this 
twist of fate must now bring him 
better luck, especially after the 
failure of the ‘exorcist’ be on the 
Welsh! 

Situated in the most pleasant 
countryside of rural Gloucestershire, 
the Castrol Arkell in Cirencester 
Park is. well steppin from the 
neighbourhood of this pleasant 


market town. There is no reason to. 


suppose that even despite the depar- 
ture of Jonathan Williams, it should 
not again bea most enjoyable day. 


@ Just as we want to press we were 


informed by Cirencester MC that re-. 


vised times for first cars on the 
stage in Cirencester Park are as 
follows: first at 09.00; again at 10.30; 
at 14.15, and finally at 16.50. Spec- 
tators are reminded that they are 
most welcome in the park itself but 
will not be allowed onto other stages, 
as they organisers are most anxious 
not to incur the displeasure of local 
residents. 


@ Andy Dawson,’ we hear, is an 
unfortunate non-starter. We gather 
that holiday time at Glovers has 
interrupted Andy’s plans to compete 
on the Arkell in the Datsun — an 
event in which he was hoping to 
compete in order to test his new 
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in Vauxhall's rally plans 


What is going on at Vauxhall? This 
vexed question has remained un 
answered for some weeks now; but 
recent developments have under- 
lined the question marks without 
either dotting the ‘i’s or crossing the 
‘t’s. most recent in a series of ‘goings 
on’ has been Gerry Johnston’s visit 
to Germany . .. not, we are assured, 
because he only enjoys the odd 
chilled Stein, and certainly not 
because it is holiday time. 

The Magnum, we know, is now ob- 
solescent — it has been discontinued 
as a coupé for some time from the 
Vauxhall price lists, and thus the 
competition life of the car is num- 
bered in at most a few months. 
Recently in Car magazine a most 
interesting interview appeared with 
Bob Price, managing director of 
Vauxhall Motors, during which the 
eloquent Price outlined some of 
Vauxhall’s future plans. He strayed 
sufficiently far into the realms of 
competition possibilities to whet our 
appetites somewhat; but in so doing 
(probably deliberately) he posed as 
many questions as he answered. 

Rea ing between the lines, it 
appears that Vauxhall’s current goal 
is to try to iy We a G4 Chevette in 
time for the RAC Rally in November. 
This declaration presupposes the 
pevarnpadt homologation, which 
effectively implies the imminent 
release of the new high performance 
Chevette on the scene. We gather 


‘ that the release date for this machine 


is early October. Judging by what 
was said in Car magazine, Bob Price 
is a most forceful, energetic and 
serious-minded man. If one is to 
apply these traits to competition, 
one must assume that Vauxhall and 
DTV mean business.. 

These projects are not started 
overnight though, and we know that 
development work has been going on 
behind the scenes for much longer 
than many would have us believe. 
These days, there are certain clear 
pre-requisites that a forest rally car 
must possess to have any hope of 
success in competition. So can we 


then assume that this soon-to-be un- 
veiled Chevette has a 16-valve 
engine, and not the eight valve unit 
which several of us thought was in 


Time too tight 


for Elsmore 


Sad news for Graham Elsmore who 
had been waiting patiently for the 
works-loaned parts to fit his brand 
new RS1800 shell until Friday last 
week. It seems that the pressure of 
extra work back at Boreham (see 
elsewhere) has delayed the arrival of 
engine, gearbox, four link axle, etc — 


and when he spoke to us last Friday, . 


Graham was not expecting even the 
first consignment from Essex until 
the following day. This late arrival 
makes the chance of him building up 
the new car in time, largely aca- 
demic, but he is determined to secure 
a car for the rally “‘even if it means 
rolling out the wife’s!’’ in his bid to 
keep in touch with the current 

ers of the ope pee 
Graham is nevertheless still anxious 
to hear of any 11th hour benefactors 
it. hep 


os 


Bam secure @ more cop 


- occasional jocular 


appesrance whirh 


the Spine Whispers currently doing 
the rounds also suggest that this 16- 
valve motor might not be the one 
which has been powering the G2 
Magnums of late. Is this where 


’Gerry Johnston’s visit to Germany 


ties in? Yes and no. On cost grounds 
alone, the 16-valve Opel engine must 
be a prohibitive purchase, and Tony 
Fall will sometimes tell you just how 
long it takes to acquire an engine in 
the first ine Besides surely Vaux- 
hall would want to keep their cor- 
porate identity despite an obvious 
psy of increasing rationalisation 

etween GM (Germany) and GM 
(Great Britain). What then is the 
answer to this if the motor is not the 
one which Lotus made such good use 
of to power their second generation 
up-market lines? Here the trail goes 
cold; but not “ice” cold. Vauxhall 
have had a clear mandate from the 
FIA to build 400 of these high 
performance Fpavertns which are in 
ine production and an announce- 
ment in the press is only a few days 
away. Clearly we are witnessing the 
start of something big from Luton 
(and Shepreth) and the Chevette pro- 
gramme has a lot more to it than the 
appearance of Will 
Sparrow ‘evaluating the car as 
cheap, clubmen’s formula’. 

Certainly to get anywhere now, 
homologation into G4 is an essential; 
so this new Chevette, when it does 
appear should be really exciting. Can 
we expect a disc braked back axle 
and a not-too-familiar 16 valve 
engine? What a road car! In a few 
months time all will doubtless be 
revealed. 


Culch on tour 


Brian Culcheth is off on his trans- 
world travels again ... he recently 
left for Malaysia where he is com- 
peting on the Castrol Wearnes 
Asean Rally (which starts on 
Saturday) in an Abingdon prepared 
1.8 Marina. (This is the same car 
ae Phil Coo driove on pe 
yprus Rally). The car is entered by 
Leyland International and co 
by Cathay Pacific 
Airlines. Thus, with Tony Pond 
away on the Total Rally, Bill Pryce 
at Abingdon is being left im peace to 
modify the TRis for ther next 
wal be 


The hangover | Eire tempts 


special 


The first 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championship is 
scheduled for January 2. { Jo, this is 
not a typographical error!) This un- 
fortunate date has been reluctantly 
decided upon when it was confirmed 
that no later date could be nego 
tiated with any certainty with the 
Army, whose moves over the 
Eppynt ranges are at best unpredict- 
able. Had the Tour of Eppynt been 
moved to a more convenient and 
pleasant date, then the rally organ- 
izers say hey would not be able to 
Baarantee e unique blend of 
0 

which the event is noted ... so 
January 2 it is, hangovers, resolu- 
tions, and post New Year despond- 
ency notwithstanding. 


Please oblige 


Castrol/AUTOSPORT contenders can 
shortly expect the appearance of a 
questionnaire on their desks/in their 
hands which will be asking for their 


opinions with regard to the future of. 


the championship. Championship co- 
ordinator, Ian P. , would be most 
ateful for an ear reply as major 
ecisions on next year's champion- 
ship must be made within about 10 
days to two weeks. 
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“Now I know how he does it!” — Tony 
wringer while, on the right, Roger Clark makes an explicit gesture to the camera 


round of the 1977- 


restry and tarmac mileage for : 


“Hamsterley Forest, Co 


Over the weekend of the 14th/15th 
- August, the Wexford MC will berun- 


ning their Castrol Wexford Rally. 
The format will closely follow the 
successful aall-tarmac formula 
evolved over the previous five years. 
There are 20 stages in all, totallin 

120 stage miles within the overall 
250 mile route. The entire rally is 
confined to a radius of 25 miles 
around Wexford and although the 
entry fee is only £20, the prize fund is 
currently in excess of £1500 (1st 
overall is worth £400). The stages 
themselves are described as ‘“‘smooth 
and generally very demanding” so 
this rally seems like an_ ideal 
opportunity of gettmg some 
relatively cheap tarmac experience 
with the strong poasinility o gevtnig 
into the prize money. Entries an 

regulations are now available from 
Mrs Frank O’Rourke, Ferrybank 


Motors, Wexford, Eire. Tel: (053). 


22107 and (053) 23318. 


Rally - haven 
of Hamsterly 


Arrangements have now been 
finalised for the Teesside Motor 
Sport Crops 1976 Tour of 

amsterley Rally to be held on 
Saturday, October 23. This unique 
event is to be sponsored this yg y 
Matgrove Motor Factors Ltd, of 
Thornaby on Tees, Cleveland. 

The whoke event takes place within 
ham and 
will consist of more than 50 miles of 


smooth forestry stages within a total . 


event mileage of 60 miles. This 
means that no Road Traffic Act 
cover will be required and petrol 
costs will be minimal. ; 

This closed, co-promoted event is 


‘aimed at the clubman and offers the 


chance to compete in a mini-national 
at clubmans prices. It is anticipated 
that the entry fee will be in the 
region of £25.00, (assuming that the 
Forestry Commission’s charges do 
not exceed 40 pence ae mile). 

Regulations will be available in 
early August to poyone who sends a 
stamped addressed envelope to the 
entries secretary, John Lawson, 3 
Reylands Park, Eastington, 
Salt burn, Cleveland. 

Further details are available from 


_the rally co-ordinator Dave Holliday, 


telephone Middlesbrough (0642) 
48155 extension 2039 during office 
hours or Middlesbrough 36879 at 
ome. 


Pond tries the Tour of Britain winning car (turn to page 10). Below, Pond puts Vatanen’scar through the test track 
is less fortunate “Tour’’— especially after his struts were pinched. . .. 


BORDER COUNTIES 


This Saturday the Hawick and 
Border CMCC will be running their 
Border Counties Rally, a Scotsman 
Challengers and an ANECC quali- 
fier. The start is at Comonhaugh, 
Hawick, where the first car leaves 
the ramp at 09.01 (70/499146). Half- 
way halt will be at the Waverley 
Castle Hotel on the Melrose/Gala- 
shiels road (70/534346) where the 
first car is expected from 12.15. The 
organisers have managed to amass 
an impressive total of over 50 excel- 


SanRemosiam 


The eighth round of the WCR series, 
the San Remo, which is to take place 
between 6/9th October, is as 
expected, to witness the return of 
the Italian rally steamroller, where 
on home ground they will be almost 
un-opposed to fight for the honours 
among themselves. Lancia have no 
less than five Stratos entered for 
Munari, Waldegaard, Pinto, 
Pregliasco and Carello; while Fiat 
have four 131 Abarths for Alen, 
Cambiaghi, Verini and Bacchelli. The 
solitary thorn in their flesh would 
appear to be an Opel Kadette GTE 
for Rohrl, and another hehe) for 
Jean-Pierre Nicolas should the 


Alpine A310 (V6) not be fully homo- 
logated in time. 

The route is more concentrated 
than in previous years and keeps 
within 70kms of the coast for its 
duration. 


@ Those rubberware fetishists are 
out on the rampage again ... the 
following piece should not be shown 
to the especially sensitive, children 
unaccompanied under the age of 16 
(or John Foden) as we have heard a 
chilling rumour from the Midlands 
... those slinky black-clad monsters 
are planning another assault on inno- 


cent rally spectators. Mounted, as ° 


usual, on their ‘Organ’ this sinister 
duo comes to the tranquillity of 
Cirencester Park on Sunday, intent 
on pillage, rape, shock, horror, etc. 
The Elgam an rides again; its 
crew, need you ask, the Lord and 
Horton ... (the devil is in the com- 
mentary box this week)! 


@ David Sutton tells us that Pentti 
Airikkala is still without a car for the 
Burmah at present. Apparently the 
car ferry for Finland leaves on the 
same day as the Burmah, and it is in- 
tended Pentti’s new Sutton/Avon 
car will beonit.... 


ter h 


<prepereiion job, one of 


The best of the rest 


lent stage miles to incorporate & 
their route, and although the first 
two stages near Carterbar have been 
designated as secret stages, the 
following spectator information may 
be of interest: SS3 Craik, finish refer- 
ence: 69/364155 first car due 10.20. 
SS4 Elibank, start: 69/367367: 
finish: 404360 first car due 11.30 and 
again at 15.30 (SS10). SS6 Charter- 
hall, 63/757458, first car due 13.20. 
SS9 Glentress, start 62/287400, 
finish 264402, first car due 15.00. 

‘The top ten includes Alistair 
Brearley, Dominic Buckley, Piggy 
Thompson, Ian Wilson, Im 
Howden, Fred Almond and Ken 
Wood; while David Porter is the first 
eligible Challenger, starting at 14 in 
the Chunky Chicken/SMT Vauxhall 
Magnum. 


Boreham’s 
battle plans 


Boreham certainly have a busy pro- 
gramme this year ... two cars per- 
manently competing in the RAC 
national series, two or more cars plus 
recce cars for selected WCR rounds, 
three cars for the Texaco Tour of 
Britain, one-off commitments to 
events like the Southern Cross, etc, 
plus a host of pledges.-made to 
dealers. All in all a tough schedule, 
so imagine their consternation when 
it was discovered early last week 


‘that Robin Hillyar’s works Safari 


RS1800, which had been en route 
from Mombassa to Port Elizabeth 
by ship for Timo Makinen to use on 
the Total Rally (which started 
yesterday in Pretoria, SA), had not 
in fact reached Port Elizabeth as en- 
visaged, but for reasons best known 
to shipping lines, had been diverted 
in the direction of Madagascar! 
Quick thinking seems to have 
saved the day, however, for we 
athered as we went to press that 
ollowing a rapidly accelerated re- 
the ex- 
orocco recce cars had been air- 
freighted out to South Africa for 
Timo. Roger Clark, as previously de- 
scribed, will be using a locally pre- 
ared RS1800. With local man 
tuart Pegg co-driving, he won this 
event last year for Ford. In view of 
dramas like these, it is sometimes 
hardly surprising that all promises 
cannot be kept. ' 


LANCIA POINTER 


Simpsons sail away 


The Sporting Car Club of Norfolk 
celebrated their 25th birthday and 
the 7th anniversary of the event by 
organizing what must have been one 
of the best Lancia Pointers ever. 
This rally, which is_ entirely 
sponsored Lancia (England) Ltd, 
has held BTRDA status since its in- 
novation in 1969 and it was to 
further their lead in the Gold Star 
Championship that the Shropshire 
team of Geoff and Alan Simpson 
were aiming when they won the 
event outright after leading 
throughout from the second stage. 
The fine dry day made for very 
fast stages and close times, but 
there were no serious challenges to 
their lead, which had grown to 18 
seconds by the halfway halt. Neigh- 
bours Frank Pierson -and Arthur 
Brick were in second place, with 
Steve Reed/Dave Howell lying third, 
and these positions remained un- 
changed through the afternoon. 
Documentation took place on 
Sunday morning, and from the 215 


entries received for this very popular - 


event, there were 156 eventual 
starters. Notable for their absence 
were Dick Rollett, whose car had a 
blown engine, and Reg Mullenger 
whose car was not ready in time to 
take part. Tony Morris’ car had not 
been repaired after tangling with a 
tree on the Bro Myrrdin, and car 38 
of Dave Vanderlist failed to start, 
having fallen off the trailer during 
loading. 

The first car left at 8.30 am, flag- 
ged away by Mr C. G. Taylor, the 


Ford drive 


As has appeared elsewhere a week 
ago, the tsman has announced 
that the winner of the Scottish 
championship will get a works Ford 
drive next year in a national or 
possibly internationa event. Peter 
Ashcroft has also apparently offered 
the use of a Boreham service crew on 
the chosen event, but as yet there is 


no idea which event this may turn . 


out to be .... Murray Grierson is 
currently leading the champion ship 
from Jim McRae and Charles 
Samson. 


- tion as somethin 


Chief Constable of Norfolk. He was 
assisted by Mrs M. Holder, who is 
Lancia Show Jumping Champion. 


ae 


standard of the rally coupled with 
very generous cash awards made it 
excellent value for its £17 entry fee. 
A radio telephone on free loan from 


Air Call Ltd, made communication 
between stages most efficient and it 
is encouraging to see this useful 
organizational aid being used more 
and more often on significant events. 

The overall high standard of entry 
was sadly depleted by the absence of 


SS iE 


The Simpson brothers cock a wheel at the camera on their way to another 


convincing drive. 


The event covered a total of 200. 


miles, with 45 miles of stages which 
were predominantly tarmac. Some of 
the ronpher stages, which had 
previously earned the rally a reputa- 
of a carbreaker, 
in favour of equ- 


had been drop 
Dut less damaging 


ally testing 
sections. 
Better co-operation and tolerance 
from local land-owners and police 
have opened up hitherto inaccessible 
tracts of land, and the overall high 


@ Regulations are now available for 


the AP Stages, and for the first time 
this Clubmen’s Oxfordshire Rally 
has a forest allocation (although 
whether the organizers will be able to 
find enough ‘‘forest’’, within a radius 


of 40 miles of Banbury, to meet the 


minimum charge is a moot point). 
The rally is scheduled for Sunday the 
12th September. Entries secretary is 
Mrs S. Hirons, 8 Mayfield Close, 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 
CV31 1RE. Telephone: 0926-28515. 


some top drivers. First car away was 
the still unsponsored RS1600 of 
Geoff and Alan Simpson, while at 
two was the Escort of Randolf 
Whittal-Williams and Roger 
Hemmings. Third off was the 
Century Oils RS1600 of Frank 
Pierson/Arthur Brick, while at four 
were John Eaton/Duncan Spence. 

Tony Morris’ No 6 slot was filled 
by Ron Aiken and Terry Dunn in yet 
another Escort. The ex-works Tony 
Fall Opel Kadett started at No 10, 
driven by David Johnson and with 
Tony Drummond in the passenger 
seat (to the relief of many! ). 

Others of note were No 14, being 
Steve Reed/Dave Howel in their 
Century Oils Escort, who, despite 
consistently low seedings, can 
always be seen finishing among the 
leaders. 

There were 15 stages in all, with 3 
repeats, and for the most part these 
were uneventful. 
Whittal-Williams was having trouble 
with a burst radiator, which appears 


On stage one. 


to be a contmuation of yet more of 
the bad luck which has dogged him 


this year. On stage three Pierson 


came very close to rolling his Escort 


‘on two occasions, so he removed his 


racers which were not agreeing with 
the gravel surface. Stage five 
collected many casualties among the 
cars, and finished the rally for 
several. Stage 6 was cancelled due to 
the fire risk after the very hot 
weather, while on stage seven Car 
24, collided with a tree partially 
blocking the stage. Following was 
-John Eaton who duly radioed back 
to the start marshals, and the stage 
was cleared. Stage 8 was unevent 
until John Eaton’s Escort emerged a 
quite different shape than on its way 
into the section. - 

The halfway halt was at the 
Phoenix Hotel, East Dereham, and 
in the first three positions were 
Simpson, Pierson and Reed. 

Stage nine saw the first three 
drivers all on equal times, and on 
Stage 10 Steve Reed suffered a flat 
tyre. Stage 12 was cleaned by all the 
leading crews, but Steve Reed spun 
and stalled his car and lost five 
seconds before being push-started 
by spectators. The Simpson's engine 
then went on.a ‘“‘go-slow ’, refusing to 
notch up more than 5000 revs, until 
John Eaton’s service crew changed 
the plugs. Their own service crew, on 
closer examination, discovered that 
the end of the starter motor had 
dropped off! This was attended to 
and they carried on without further 
mishap. Stage 14, which had seen so 
many bumped and bent vehicles in 
the morning, had _ dried out 
considerably and was much easier to 
manage. 

The event finished at the Pointer 
Motor Company garage. Results 
were posted at 9.50 pm and final 
ished by 10.20 pm. Awards were 
presented at 10.30 pm as the con- 
clusion to a most enjoyable day’s 
rallying. 
e Clerk of Course had some 
minor criticisms from the later num- 
bers as it appears that during the 
course of the rally some of the wood- 
land stages became excessively rut- 
ted, but on the whole, protests were 
down to a minimum and without 
doubt next year’s organizers will 
once again be returning prospective 
entries owing to over-subscription. 


ALAN SIMPSON 


1976 Lancia Pointer BTRDA Round 7 

1, Simpson/Simpson (RS1600) 3213 penaities; 
2, Pierson/Brick (RS1600) 3224; 3, Reed/Howell 
($1600) 3244; 4, Ford/Baker (RS1600) 3259; 
, Johnson/Drummond cere Ka 
6, Eaton/Spence (RS1 3272; 7, Lobb (Opel 
Kadett GTE) 3302; 8, Smith/Larner (Mexico) 
3311; 9, Webb/Bates (RS1600) 3312; 
10, Palmby/Clark (RS2000) 3319. 


Texaco Tour postscript — yes its that man — and just look at the smooth action between the left and right hand pics. We've tested his Tour Magnum 


(Vauxhall type) beginning on page 10. Scene: the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, prior to the real fun beginning back at the ‘Great Barr”. 


Alan Jones points the Theodore Racing March 76A towards a first-time-out victory. Here he leads Warwick Brown’s Lola T332C and Al Unser’s similar car. 


And then along 


came Jones. ... 


Alan Jones scores for March — First non-Lola American F5000 victory’ 
for three years — Oliver robbed again in Shadow-Dodge — Report: 
GORDON KIRBY — Photography: CHARLES LORING 


Alan Jones did it again! Just like three 
weeks before, the Australian snatched the 
lead only a few laps from the finish and 
pushed on to score a convincing F5000 
victory. But the style.of the man’s win and 
the character of the race itself were entirely 
different from Mosport. In fact the only 
‘similarity was that Jones was again the 
winner. This time he was driving a different 
car, giving the March 76A its competition 
debut; for much of the meeting the chances 

, of Jones and March doing well looked 
distinctly slim. But all that changed with 
the onset of rain for the race itself. 

Only moments after the start, at the first 
turn of the race, Al Unser, making his first 
F5000 appearance of the year (from pole 
position, no less), lost control on the slippery 
surface so that his VPJ Lola went into a 
long, lazy slide. Brian Redman, starting 
from the outside of the front row, was forced 
onto the grass and Jones, from the second 
row, did likewise so that as the cars 
funnelled into the ‘‘Scheckter’’ chicane 
Teddy Pilette was leading from Warwick 
Brown, both having started from the third 
row. But before the lap was over Pilette, too, 
had spun so that Brown went ahead from 
Jackie Oliver’s Shadow, which had begun 


the race back on the eighth row! Two laps. 


later Brown fell victim to the wet road and 
Oliver went through into a lead which he 
slowly and confidently extended. 

Then, halfway through the race, with the 
treck becinning to dry renpidiw end rein 


_tyres beginning to chunk a heavy burst of 


wind and rain lashed out cloaking the cars in 
thick balls of spray. Suddenly everyone was 
spinning again and even though he too 
revolved at the chicane Oliver soon found 
himself with a lead of more than a minute. 
But his spin had split the Dodge’s sump and 
a few laps later the Shadow coasted to a 
stop, allits oil lost. 

So once again Warwick Brown led, but his 
Lola was handling badly after a collision 
with Vern Schuppan’s Eagle and soon he 
was caught and passed by Al Unser. But at 
the very moment that Unser took the lead it 
became apparent that Alan Jones, who had 
stopped earlier to change a chunking rear 
tyre, was charging toward the front, picking 
up as much as ten seconds a lap! Five laps 
after Unser had taken the lead, only two 
laps from home, he lost it to Jones. True, 


Unser’s team had thought the Theodore. 


March was a lap behind and continued to 
give their man ‘P1’ signals, but even if they 
had known otherwise there seemed little 
chance that anyone could have fought off 
Alan Jones this day. He swept home to a 
spectacular win, not only his second in a 
row, not only extending his lead in the 
Championship, but also marking the first 
American F5000 win for something other 
than a Lola since June of 1973. A good day’s 
work. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 

There were a couple of things which looked like 
fusing some fresh interest in the SCCA/USAC 
F5000 Championship as the teams gathered to- 
gether in Watkins Glen’s Kendall Tech Centre. 
First of all there was series leader Alan Jones who 
had Theodore Racing’s new March 76A at his 


disposal. Then there was the chance, just a chance 


mind you, that the Hass/Hall team might run 
their Lola T430 which they had continued to test 
with very encouraging results since Mosport 
three weeks before. There was also the return to 
F5000 of Al Unser and the Vel’s Parnelli Jones 
team, a decision which was reached only four days 
before the start of practice. Another late entry 
was that of Jackie Oliver and his pair of Dodge- 
engined Shadows which had shown such good 
form at Mosport. All in all it looked like being a 
good motor race. 

To no-one’s surprise it was F5000 Champion 
Brian Redman who was quickest in practice, but 
what was surprising was the speed he achieved in 
his team’s Lola T430. Franz Weiss had continued 
his development programme with the new car but 
that still amounted to less than 100 miles of full 
track-testing and other than a slightly modified 
airbox and considerable stiffening of the rear 
springs the car is still unchanged from production 

ecification. Redman sat in the car for the 
first time on Friday morning and later in the day, 
despite not fitting properly into the cockpit (“I 
have to reach forward so that I’m hanging onto 
the steering wheel and there isn’t any footrest 
either”), Redman managed a best lap of 1m 
43.686s, nearly a full second faster than he had 
managed at that point with his regular T332C as 
well being half a second quicker than anyone else. 
He reported that the T430 turned into corners 
particularly well but that in general it felt a little 
slower than the T332C. “It doesn’t seem to brake 
as well as the 332, nor put its power down as well. 
I suppose it must be faster through the actual 
corner though,” the driver added, then with a 
flick of his eyebrows he exclaimed, “It’s obviously 
going to bea very good car.” 

However, for the moment the team preferred to 
stick with the tried and true T332C and after 
some overnight changes to the rear of the car. 


Redman returned a series of laps under the 1m 


43s mark. His best, 1m 42.5s (for some reason the 
officials didn’t trust their electronic timing 
system so they rounded off all the times to the 
nearest tenth) was within half a second of Niki 
Lauda’s from last October's Grand Prix. 

ing Redman’s time, to no-one’s surprise, 
was Al Unser. Despite having tested a road racer 
only once since lest yeer, Unser was soon well nto 


the bunt and be recorded his best time om his very 


Practice that they have . Al would have 
—- 41s” said VPJ team manager Jim 
hapman m a very confident tone. A! himself said 
wine pl “T’m gettin’ used to it more but I really 
more time.”’ 

VPJ brought along two cars but only one of 
them wasa real “runner”. That car was Unser’s 
spare from the end of last season, now turned out 
in the team’s 1976-style blue and white colours 
and fitted as always with one of Ryan Falconer’s 
Chevys. In addition to carrying the familiar 
Parnelli delta wing it wore a shorter nose, similar 
to that used on the team’s USAC car. Also, the 
engine bay had an all-enclosing belly-pan and side 
sections. The short nose had presented some 
brake-cooling problems because it brought the 
fins closer to the ducts and effectively “‘masked’’ 
them from the airflow. A solution to this was 
found by fabricating a pair of deep ducts which 
fitted over the forward portion of the tyres and 
though the car passed technical inspection 
without a complaint, by the end of practice 
Unser’s pace had induced grumbles about these 
ducts being illegal. It was suggested that they 
were in fact also ‘“‘movable aerodynamic devices” 
which were directing air over the tyres. The 
immediate solution was a request by the 
scrutineers for the team to trim the top off the 
ducts so that they did not exceed the height of the 
wheel rim. By the next race it seems that a 
aoe rule will be formulated regarding brake 

ucts.... 

The rest of the field, that is the competitive 
portion of the field, was some distance behind 
pacemakers Redman and Unser. Fastest of these 
was Warwick Brown (Im 44.1s) who looked very 
neat in the Bay Racing Lola T332C which seems 
to have benefitted from the addition to the team 
of Jeff Hazell who comes to them from Lolas and 
previously the ShellSport team. 

Equalling Brown’s time was Jackie Oliver who 
had a variety of minor epee with his pair of 


lest lep of prectace. “lf we hed the exarz two hours 
of ave im Fi 


different-spec DN6B adow-Dodges, not the 
least of which was losing a lot of time tr ing to 
ows 


run-in a new engine. Once acai the S 
looked very responsive and Oliver himself was 


clearly in a confident frame of mind. However, the 


money Bivens continues to loom heavily over 
the small but effective team. 

Fifth fastest was Danny Ongais who again tried 
very hard with his pair of Interscope Racing Lola 
T332Cs (the T332 had been damaged in a testing 
shunt and had been updated to 332C spec in the 
rebuild). The team was a little mystified by an 
abrupt understeer-to-oversteer transition in the 
middle of turns but otherwise they were happy 
enough and Ongais continued to impress with his 
relentless approach. : 

Alan Jones had an eventful practice with both 
the new March 76A and the trusty Mosport- 
winning Lola T332 of Theodore Racing. The 
March performed well yan in its first public 
appearance, Alan reporting that it was a lot more 
precise than the Lola, and therefore more difficult 
to drive. But before the team could really get 
down to sorting the car, a 
ee CV joints showed itself and after one 
failed on Friday Jones jumped into the team’s 
T332 which Bruce Allison had been practising. 
Not long after stepping into the Lola, however, 
Jones had a fairly comprehensive accident when a 
rear upright failed just as the driver was braking 
into a corner which already had yellow flags out 
as a warning that John Benton’s Lola T330/2 had 
crashed there and was resting in the road. 
Fortunately Benton was out of his car for the 
Theodore Lola slewed into it pushing it into the 
guardrail and then poune ng further along the 
guardrail itself. Jones jumped out unhurt, but his 
Lola was badly bent at the forward end while 
Benton’s was ‘a write-off. So Allison was left 
without a car for the second successive meeting 
and Jones had to revert to the team’s March. 

For the race a pair of cooling ducts were 
fabricated for the March’s CV joints and Jones 
found himself with apparently little chance of 
winning from his sixth-best practice effort of 1m 
45.1s. On the same time was his F1 team-mate 
Brett Lunger who was making a return to F5000 
with Carl Hogan for whom he drove in 1972 and 
1973. The two have been brought back together 
by First National City Travellers Checks. 

Peter Gethin was bedevilled all day Friday by 
an engine which refused to run and a cure was not 
found for this (it was an electrical fault) until that 
evening. This meant that Peter had only 
Saturday’s single morning session in which to 
sort his Chevron. By the end of that he was more 

leased than ever with the car but was similarly 
Rieplensed with the horsepower of his Morand 
eee. Gethin’s best lap was 1m 45.3s. Team-mate 


y Pilette voiced similar complaints and the 
trap s s offered reimforcement to the opinion 


that the European engimes just don't have the 
seme kind of power curwes as the Chevys 


roblem with: 


hampered i i 
the chicane kerb heavily enough to puil one of the 
top front su sion brackets away from the 
monocoque. His best lap of 1m 46.4s put him two 
places behind Gethin. 

Between the VDS cars was John Cannon 
making his first American appearance of the year 
with his little March 73A/751. Plainly hampered 
by a lack of finance Cannon had to practise on 
well-worn tyres and did well to get down to 1m 
46.2s. Another to miss most of the final session 
was Vern Schuppan whose Eagle dropped a valve 
early in the day. As it was, Vern had to settle for 
his Friday best of 1m 46.9s and found himself 
hoping that the almost completed new Eagle 
reportedly as overweight as the current car) will 
at least offer a responsive chassis. ‘‘All we do is 
play around and play around with this car and 


nothing seems to do anything,” said Schuppan: 


disconsolately. 

Completing the quicker runners were the Lola 
T332s of Evan Noyes (1m 47.0s), John Gunn (Im 
47.2s) and Skeeter McKitterick (1m 48.2s). Noyes 
and McKitterick were both returning to the series 
after missing Mosport while the imperturbable 
Gunn managed some decent laps despite a run of 
engine problems. 

Randy Lewis had a difficult time. He had 
ceaahed. at the chicane during mid-week testing, 
badly damaging his Wrangler Lola’s monocoque, 
breaking two wheels and ruining all kinds of 
ancillary bits. Lewis’s lack of finance meant that 
mechanic Jack Smith had to patch up the car 
rather than use new bits and he certainly did a 
remarkable piece of work. At the same time, 
however, the job took three full days and Lewis 
wasn’t able to drive the car until the Sunday 
morning warm-up. 


HEATS 


Insistently the organisers decided to run two 


qualifying heats which seemed a bit sucks Gabi, 
given the proof at Mosport that running all cars 
in a single heat offers much better entertainment 
when the field is as small as it is these days. At 
least it was sensibly decided to reduce the heats 
from fifteen to ten laps. 

Due to the local ethos no racing cars may run 
until past mid-day on Sundays so it wasn’t until 
one o'clock that a brief warm-up session took 
place. This gave John Morton'a chance to try out 
the Lance (the car was debuted by George Follmer 
last autumn in California) and Lewis a chance to 
discover that his rebuilt car “is twitchy in a 
straightline”. 

The first sprint, for odd-numbered qualifiers, 
saw Ongais make a demon start (‘‘Oh, he jumped 
it,”’ said Redman later) and push through into the 
lead from Redman and Brown. For five laps the 
Interscope car held off both Lolas until Redman, 
who was much faster coming out of the chicane, 
finally seized his chance when Ongais got a little 
too sideways on the sixth lap. The Haas/Hall car 


A lap lel and Oe ae one 
thereafter he settled back, nursing his brakes and 
scoring a 3.7s win while Ongais held off Brown's 
close attentions for second. The only other car to 
remain in the chase at all was peo Lola which 
came home fourth. Cannon looked like finishing a 
comfortable fifth until the oil temperature 
to climb so that he eased off and let Gunn go by. 
Schuppan completed only one slow lap before 
anne the Eagle into the pits because of a failed 
el pump. 

Although Unser made a clean start and seemed 
to have the lead as the field for the second heat 
braked into the first turn, Oliver’s black Shadow 
suddenly drove by on the outside: But here, too, 
the heat and ey made itself felt as Oliver 
saw the fuel pressure drop. As he tried to catch 
on his aggressive manoeuvre, the engine refused 
to pick up so that the Shadow ran wide and Unser 
retook the lead. And that was it. Al ran cleanly to 
the finish (oh, he did miss the chicane once), 
winning by 8.1 seconds from Jones who came 
along eqnely well in second place from the first 
turn to the finish. 

For five laps Gethin held a good third place with 
the Chevron, keeping himself about as close to 
Jones as the March was to the leader, but then a 
tyre suddenly exploded in the middle of a third- 
gear left-hander and the Chevron turned sharp 
right into the guardrail. Peter jumped out un 
damaged but the car’s day was over and the VDS 
team immediately pitched into preparing their 
spare T430 Lola for Gethin to race in the final 
Anyway, that allowed Pilette to move up to finish 
third. Oliver struggled on for a few laps before 
stopping, whereupon the Shadow mechanics set 
about relocating the fuel filter from its normal 
position next to the exhaust primaries. 

Well, enough of these silly ten-car heats. Now 
for the real thing. 


FINAL 


Certainly this third round of the American F5000 


Championship looked like a straight fight 
between Redman and Unser. Both had recorded 
almost identical lap times during the two heats 
with Al’s overall time being a little faster so that 
he would take up pole position. Of the others only 
Jones and Oliver seemed to harbour much hope of 
offering a challenge, but realistically the 
Championship leader’s March seemed in need of 
more testing before it could face the Lolas 
squarely while the Shadow was back on the eighth 
row after its fuel pressure problems. But then 
there was tay the chance that the changeable 
weather of the day ay affect things. ‘ 
Indeed, as the cars lined up behind the pits, the 
thick clouds began to throw off a few spots of rain 
and soon it got wet enough for the Super Vee race 


Jackie. Oliver, once again the moral victor and once again cruelly robbed right at the end, after a 


dominant drive with the Shadow-Dodzge. 


F500 Otis CHAMPIONSHIP 3 


continued 
which was going on at this time, to be stopped 
three laps early. By then everyone was scurrying 
back to the garages to pick up rain tyres. Hmmm, 
this was going to be tricky. If it kept raining as 
lightly as it was, those wide F5000 tyres would 
probably dry out the line fairly quickly, but then 
those rainclouds looked ominous. What todo... . 
But then the decision was made by other minds. 


The officials announced that everyone must start . 


on wet rubber. Now it was a question of how much 
of a compromise to make? Already the prospects 
for the coming 30 laps seemed to be changing, but 
in what direction? 

Then another twist. As the cars grumbled off on 
the We lap Unser’s refused to keep running. His 
mechanics were puffing and shoving at the Lola. 
All along the length of the pits they pushed but 
still it wouldn’t start. Then one of them noticed 
the fuel pump wasn’t switched on! ‘Turn it on Al! 
Switch on the pump!” And away the VPJ Lola 
barrelled, slithering and twitching about the 
circuit, the driver anxious to catch up the field 
and take up his pole position. _ ee 

He did catch them oe and he did get through 
to his place but as he led them down into the first 
turn he tried just a little bit too hard. The tail of 
the blue and white Lola swung around, the car 
snapped backwards across the road and as Al 
caught it and stopped the car at the top of the 
banked turn the rest of the field came thundering 
through the spray towards him. 

Redman, running tight beside the poleman had 
to run wide, off the road and into the grass. Jones 
following, had to do the same, and both white 
cars, Lola leading March, scrabbled through just 
inches away from the catch fence (‘I must have 
missed it by, oh, that much.”’ said Jones, later, his 
thumb and poretne measuring a tiny amount of 

ace.). Meanwhile Pilette had darted inside 

nser’s broadside car and snatched the lead down 
into the chicane from Brown and Ongais. Redman 
recovered sufficiently to hold fourth place just 
ahead of Oliver (from the eighth row!), Lunger, 
Gunn and Jones. Unser sorted himself out, 
untouched by any other car, to slip through in 
about sixteenth place. : 

Around the first lap, Pilette edged away even 
though he had started the race with the pressure 
gauge rene barely 20 psi. But then at a 

ping, climbing right-hander the VDS Lola 
snapped away from him and Brown moved ahead 
into the lead. While Brown and then Oliver 
slithered past and off towards the pits those. 
behind, anxious to make up for lost time and. 
avoid getting lost in the spray, seemed to succeed 
in making things worse for themselves. Both 
man and Jones spun before the first lap was 
out and by the time Brown boomed past the pits 
he was six seconds clear of Oliver and Schuppan 
was up to third from the back row! 

For two laps Brown poierod his first time at the 
front of an American F5000 race but then the 
Australian revolved, too. So by the third lap Oliver. 
wes 


ie A 
at fond 


OP Doreen a dae 


The reigning Champion was right down on his luck. After taking the pole, Redman was bundled off by Unser, then lost time with.a futile pitstop. 


him closely. Then, after a short gap, came Jones 
with Unser hard after him and Redman a little 
further back before Lunger and Gethin came 
along. Ongais had gone off and bent his nose 
although he was soon running again after a stop 
for a new nosecone. 

Meanwhile Oliver was running away alone. By 
the fifth lap he was a full ten seconds clear of 
Brown and Sebubpans But Unser, a man who had 
raced only once before in the rain (at Atlanta last 
September when he won!) had by then got past 
Jones and soon he had caught the Eagle. Just as 
quickty. he passed Schuppan and began closing on 

rown while a little further back Jones and 
Redman were also pulling themselves into the 
hunt. Ah ha, now it was getting interesting. 

As Brown and Unser and Jones and Schuppan 
and Redman all began to lean as one into Oliver’s 
substantial margin however, the ‘line’ began to 
dry out and very soon the first signs of chunking 
rubber could be seen. On the twelfth lap Jones 
became the first to peel off and head for his pit 
where a new left rear tyre was fitted. The next lap 
and it was Redman’s turn to stop, the driver 
thinking that now was the time to switch to 
slicks. 

But that was the end for Redman. Just as his 
mechanics swung into fitting slicks a heavy burst 
of rain — the first since the pace lap — swept 
across the pits. Damn! In midstream the 
Haas/Hall mechanics had to switch back to wets 
but as they did so an impact wrench jammed and 
at the same time it was discovered that the spare 
wets which they now wanted to fit had been stolen 
from the back of their pit! Four minutes later 
Redman blasted away again, still with the same 
tyres in place which he had before... . 

For a few minutes a strong wind brought a face- 
stinging fall of rain and during this time Brown 
spun at the chicane while trying to hold off Unser. 
So Unser was up to second but the next time 
through the chicane he too spun! The VPJ Lola 
was stuck there for what must have seemed like a 


_full lap to the driver while the marshalls directed 


other cars around him. When he got going he was 
a long way back in fourth place. 

Throughout all this Oliver was driving the 
Shadow superbly, chucking and sliding the lon, 
black car around with immense confidence an 


pulling further and further ar The lap after 
e 


Unser’s spin at. the chicane Ollie also made a 


mistake there and slewed around but he recovered 


rapidly and retained his lead of some forty-five 
seconds from Brown. Within a matter of laps the 
Shadow was a clear minute to the good and with 
ten laps to go it looked as if Oliver, Shadow and 
Dodge wereat last finding some good fortune. 
But it wasn’t the case. A few laps after his spin 
at the chicane he had banged across the kerbing 
there and the wallop had been enough to crack the 


‘Dodge’s sump. Now the oil was dribbling through 


the crack and, on the twenty-third lap, just 
beyond the first turn, Jacke shut off and coasted 
toa stop at the chicane. 

Just like that, with eight laps to go, this event 
had pera a oe new Sai ae was 
again i nearly ten secon m Unser 
with Jones Sat bak in third after his But 
the new leader was in almost as much trouble as 


the of ome Dec Deen A tew liens ear ber Schou pDen 


Loeb ag 3 for ad 


had nosed inside Brown as they braked for the 
first turn and for a moment it had looked as if the 
Eagle would take what was then second place. 
But at that very moment Warwick, appareaaa 
unaware of the Eagle, had turned into the corner 
and clouted the Jorgensen car heavily. The blow 
broke the Eagle’s wheel, and ended Vern’s fine 
drive, but it also damaged the side of the Bay 
Racing Lola’s monocoque and from then on 
Warwick found the car very twitchy. 

On the twenty-third lap Unser streamed ahead 
and pulled clear. Yet even as Unser became the 
third leader of the race, more than twenty seconds 
behind him a final threat was sprinting toward 
the flag. It was Jones’s white March, benefitting 
stongly from its pit stop for a new tyre. 

Alan himself knew he had the chance of 
catching both Brown and Unser and he was 
driving the March brilliantly, twitching it 
through the chicane in a couple of sharp, clean 
snaps and chieiee up the hill with the rear t 

esion, For three or four laps 
new he had been picking up as much as ten 
seconds on the leaders each time around and on 
the 26th lap he slashed past Brown into second. 
Meanwhile the VPJ team thought that the 
Theodore March was a a behind and if it passed 
their man Unser it would mean only that it had 
unlapped itself. But even had they known 
otherwise there seemed little that Al could do 
about the flying Aussie. 

With two laps to ge Alan Jones ore his way 
through to the lead and drove off to his second 
successive American victory. And a memorable 
one it was too. 

Al Unser’s second-place result was a fine start 
to what will hopefully (although by no means 
definitely) be a full F5000 season for the Vel’s 
Parnelli team, while Warwick Brown’s third place 
represented one of his best drives ever. Into 
fourth came Brett Lunger, slowed by the loss of 
all save third gear in the Citibank Lola. Horst 
Kroll did well with his ancient T300 Lola to finish 
fifth, showing that often underfinanced back- 
markers don’t deserve the shtick they receive, 
while Redman ran with Brown and Unser toward 
the end to finish sixth. Seventh was Peter Gethin, 
who did an admirable job in his first drive with 
the spare VDS Lola. 


SCCA/F 5000 Championship — round 3 
Watkins Glen — July 11 
30 laps — 101.31 miles ‘ 
oy pul Jones (March-Bartz/Chevrolet 76A), lhr 7m 50.3285 


.60mph; 
ee ae (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet 1332), lhr T= 
3, Warwick Brown (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet T332C), Lhr Se 

: S; 


4, Brett Lunger (Lola-McLaren/Chevrolet T332), 29 laps; 
5, Horst Kroll (Lola-Kroll/Chevrolet T332), 29 laps; 
6, Brian Redman (Lola-Chaparral/Chevrolet T332C), 28 laps; 

7, Peter Gethin (Lola-Morand/Chevrolet 10) 28 i 8, Arion 
Koops (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet T33 ” 27 laps; 9, Danny ee 
Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet T332C), 27 laps; 10, Bob Nagel 
Bartz/Chevrolet T332), 26 laps. 

Fastest lap: Jackie Oliver (Shadow-Dodge DN6B), 1m 59.791s. 
101.49mph. ‘ 

Heat one (10 laps): 1, Redman, 17m 42s, 114.47mph; 2, 

3, Brown; 4, Lunger; 5, John Gunn (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet 6 
John Cannon iM ch-Bartz/Chevrolet 75A/751), Fastest 
Ss, 116mpho : aan 

Heat two (10 laps; 1, Unser. 17m 36.9s_ 115. 03mph, 2 Jones: 3 

Teddy Piette (Loie-Morand/Chewnlet T4327; £. John Sregs (lo 
332; no other Geistes Fastest Ge Usse in 4 E& 
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RENAULT5 GTL 


The Renault 5 GTL is immediately recognisable by the s tandard fitment of full-length side bumpers. 


No-nonsense logic 


Whenever possible, I try to use road test cars for 
the journeys which my work entails, because one 
can form a better impression of a. machine’s 
character on such trips than on an artificially con- 
tinued test routine. I also pride myself on 
choosing horses for courses and this article covers 
such a test journey, for which I picked a winner. . 

Perhaps more nonsense is written about fuel 
economy than any other subject. Results are 
pected of economy contests, but as the cars are 

iven by acrobats in plimsolls, they don’t appl 
to everyday motoring. Again, there are very sm 
cars that return impressive figures, but only 
because they can’t keep up with the normal traffic 
flow. Few of us have the patience to use such 
vehicles for our normal travelling, and fuel con- 
sumption figures, to mean anything, should apply 
to cars driven by men in a hurty at slightly illegal 
speeds.  _sssd.. 

When I first drove the Renault 5 GTL, I 
thought that this really was a new approachto the 
economy 4 nee To increase the engine size 
with the object of using less petrol seemed a bold 
step, but the logic of the thing appealed, because 
the engine is tuned for maximum torque in the 
lower-middle range, rather than for ultimate revs 
and bhp. This unusual engine is then attached to a 
transmission giving higher overall gearing (lower 


Functional fascia with powerful vane-type fresh 
air outlet. 


numerical ratios) than cars of 2 litres and more 
usually possess. 

Such gearing would defeat its own object if the 
engine couldn't pull it, but with maximum torque 
at 2000rpm it fairly plays with its load, swinging 
up hills in top gear in a most effortless manner. I 
was greatly attracted by the little machine and 
decided to see how it would stand up to a ruthless 
test. My object was to make a long journey over 
the most difficult roads I could find, avoiding 
motorways and going as fast as I reasonably 
could. Not wishing to present my driving licence 
to the nation, I decided to hop on a Townsend 
ferry and do most of the motoring on the other 
side of the Channel. I might be fined on the spot, 
but at least nothing rude would be written on my 
ticket. 

Luckily, I had an invitation to visit Serge 
Pozzoli at his glorious chateau in Normandy. Our 
more mature readers may recall the days when 
Serge drove a stripped. sports Delahaye in the 
blue of France, doing battle, in those first exciting 
grand prix races after the war, with a motley 
collection of elderly cars, including a green ERA 
piloted by your humble servant. Anyway, the 
route from Calais to Abbeville, Rouen and beyond 
is hilly, bumpy, and very crowded in parts. So, my 
wife and I set forth in a little yellow 5 GTL, 


1289cc engine installation — well able tocope with 
high overall gearing. 
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by John Bolster 


keeping the pedal on the right as near to the floor 
as possible. 

In one respect, France was disappointing. The 
cost of petrol and the fines for speeding have com 
pletely disheartened the French, and really 
nobody drives fast any more. We invariably won 
the traffic lights grand prix and the cars that 
overtook the little Renault could be counted om 
the fingers of one hand. Only one Alpine was seem 
going -really fast and he was later observed 
assisting the police in their enquiries. 

We did a lot of 80mph motoring, plus a.spot of 
90mph downhill, and often kept up 70mph on the 
more winding sections in the high third gear. The 
little machine is quieter than other versions of the 
Renault 5, because its engine isn’t turning so fast. 
The ride is excellent on the imperfect roads of 
France and the seats are as comfortable as one 
expects with this make. The steering seems a bit 
heavy for so small a car, due to the considerable 
castor angle, but like all Renaults, it is lighter to 
handle if the tyre pressures are kept on the high 
side. The brakes are very powerful, sometimes 
whistling a bit until they warm up with normal 
use. The little thing is remarkably quick through 
corners, with a modicum of roll when pressed. 

The high gearing has the curious effect that the 
car seems niuch bigger than it is. In fact, the 
small overall dimensions are a great advantage m 
traffic. Overtaking is far easier when the length 
and width are moderate, the distance covered 
during the manoeuvre being considerably less. 
Second gear has a useful punch for overtaking 
under crowded conditions. 

The result of my journey in England and France 
was an overall consumption figure of 41.38mp 
As this included a lot of flat-out driving, most of it 
on roads far below normal British standards, I 
think one would be safe in kg that many 5 
GTL owners will average comfortably over 
Pome ey With the price of petrol creeping up and 
up, the importance of this feature needs no 
emphasis. 

As for its other characteristics, the car has the 
upwards-opening estatetype door of which 
Renault were pioneers, the rear seats folding to 
make a surprisingly large space for the carriage of 
bulky objects. I used the machine during eat 
wavein France and was glad to find that the input 
of cool breathing air is powerful at quite low 
speeds, by ram effect alone. It comes from a 
central grille and can be focussed towards both 
front occupants, which is most rere I'm 
glad that I had no occasion to test the full-length 
side bumpers, but I think they area splendid idea. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


Car Tested: Renault 5 GTL 3-door saloon, price £1951 including car 

taxand VAT. : 

Engine: Four-cylinders 73 x 77mm (1289cc). Compression ratio 95 

to 1. 44bhp DIN at 5000rpm. Max torque 62.2Ib ft DIN at 2000rpm 

paeanee Operetta overhead valves. Solex downdraught car 
urettor. 

Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gearbox 

with central remote control, ratios: 1.03, 1.52, 2.38, and 3.83 to 1. 

Hypoid final drive, ratio 3.1 tol. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent suspension 

of all four wheels by torsion bars, with wishbones and anti-roll bar im 

front, trailing arms behind. Rack and pinion steering. Disc/drum 

brakes. Bolt-on steel wheels fitted 145 SR13 tyres. 

Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Water tem- 

parents and fuel gauges. 2-speed windscreen wipers and washers 
leating, demisting and ventilation system. Flashing direction im 

dicators with hazard warning. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 10.5in. Track 4ft2.25in/4ft2.1in. Overall 

length 11ft 5.5in. Width 5ft. Weight 14.5cwt. : 

Performance: Maximum speed 86mph. Speeds in gears: thirc 

75mph, second 52mph, first 32mph. Standing quarter-mile 20.5s 

Acceleration: 0-30mph 4.6s, 0-50mph 11.5s, 0-6O0mph 17.45, @ 

7Omph 26.3s. 

Fuel Consumption: 40 to 52mpg. 


Max m.p.h. 86 
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The driver 
I would like, through the columns of your 
magazine, to thank all the spectators at the 
British Grand Prix on Sunday for their fantastic 
support. Their reaction, first when it looked as 
though I would not be allowed to restart, and then 
when I passed Lauda, gave me an enormous 
boost, and I am most grateful 
MALAGA, SPAIN. : 


The clerk 
May I through your pages e 
John Player & g 
pr veibpments Ltd to all of the 800 officials and 
marshals who voluntarily helped to make the 
Grand Prix so successful. We are sure that all of 
the competitors would like to join in this thank- 
you to the best marshals in motor racing. 

Once again, the RAC were faced with a 
dramatic and difficult Grand Prix, and the will- 
ingness. of the officials to help see the event 


JAMES HUNT. 


ress the thanks of 


through to its’ popular ending is much 
appreciated. ar 
LONDON SWi1: D. H. DELAMONT, 

Clerk of the Course, 

RACJohn Player Grand Prix. 


The spectator 


Last Sunday I attended the fourth consecutive 


shambolic John Player Grand Prix. Please can we 


yay the British Grand Prix back? I used to enjoy 
that. ; 

_Why this particular race was stopped on lap one 
is certainly beyond my comprehension. It 
obviously sets a great precedent for future 
events, and no doubt the Monza officials will red- 
flag the Italian Grand Prix if the Ferraris fall out, 
on the genunds of.a stone or two on the track. 
Given that the race was (wrongly) stopped, I 


think motor racing really fell over itself finally to | 


ruin its public image by an_ idiotic, childish 
wrangling match taking the place of what was 
required, namely organization. Can we please 
have someone in charge who really does take 
charge, and does not waver when confronted by a 
bunch of self-interested businessmen mas- 
querading as Team Managers? I think we should 
all be thankful there was no live television of this 
ridiculous charade. 

Having said al! that, may I, as a dedicated 
Ferrari fan, congratulate the McLaren team on a 
thoroughly deserved clear-cut. victory, making 
their fantastic fourth consecutive Formula 1 win 
in Britain. 

I would like to add that I thought the pre-race 
publicity on the media was excellent, and I very 
much enjoyed the event at the Albert Hall last 
Tuesday. 

GERRARDS CROSS, BUCKS. . 


The Lauda fan 


After that disgraceful non-event, the Grand Prix 
Night Of The Stars, Formula 1 racing has lost its 
last vestiges of dignity. 

The one man who retains my respect is Niki 
Lauda, who didn’t show. Predictably enough, Niki 


WIM HOEKSMA. 


was too busy at Fiorano, working at winning. 


motor races, instead of playing schoolboy-grade 
trumpet or preppng limp cracks with Bruce 
Forsyth. And this is the man they call boring! __ 
_ Oh, my, Fangio and Ascari and Clark of yester- 
year! At this moment, I feel like refusing to watch 
a motor race which doesn’t include a Maserati 
250F, or at least some machinery that was driven 
by men who didn’t feel the need of enlisting the 
support of Lena Zavaroni in pursuit of their art. 
ohn Webb and the rest of the laughable 
“Family” certainly aren’t getting my money this 
ear. Or maybe ever. 
NDON SWI1. 


The team manager 
I was interested to read the letter from Tim 


Harrison (July 8) regarding the ins abe 
bee 


already making a 
with enlarged side- 


RICHARD WILLIAMS. 


driver at wor 


I am @ full agreement with the spectators when | 


ons, the RAC and Motor Circuit | 


‘tively 


The AUTOSPORT 
“‘nicture-windowed” Elf-Tyrrell last Sunday. 


they complain that they can’t see the drivers 
properly, and the new “picture windows” on 
Jody’s car at the British Grand Prix was a 
gesture by our team to give the crowd better 
value for money. a 

Now it’s. over to you. If the reaction of the 
public shows that our “picture windows” were 
appreciated, I am prepared to recommend to the 
Formula 1 Constructors Association that all cars 
are fitted with perspex cockpit side panels. 
RIPLEY, SURREY. KEN TYRRELL 
; Tyrrell Racing Organisation 


More autographs 


Having attended one of the early stages of the 
Texaco Tour of Britain (Friday, July 9 at 
Snetterton), I feel I must register my disappoint- 
ment and disapproval of the attitude of James 
Hunt towards autograph hunters and amateur 
photographers, among whom were my two 
children. 

_ We arrived at the circuit while the first race was 
in progress and went into the paddock in the hope 
of being able to obtain DI otos and autographs 
from James, who, after all, was the number one 
“‘draw” according to the official programme. 

Unfortunately, James disappeared into his co- 
driver’s caravan for approximately one hour, and 
didn’t reappear until about five mmutes before he 
and.Noel Edmonds.were due to leave race control 
for the next stage of the Tour, not exactly 
oe to sign autographs or pose for pictures, 
but making the excuse that he was very sorry, but 
a were in rather a hurry and had to get organ- 
ized so he really could only sign one or two. 

Now, while I realize that a three-day Tour of 
Britain is a rather hectic affair, and needs a con- 
siderable amount of planning and discussing of. 
tactics, I would have thought that a person of 
James’s standing would have been able to set 
aside a period of, say, 20 minutes to half an hour 
for the purpose for which quite a lot of people had 
attended Snetterton. 

I would add, in passing, that my children and 
myself had spent four hours covering the last 
seven miles last year to see James in the British 
GP at Silverstone, after leaving Norwich at 5am. 
_ Contrasting the attitude of James with the co- 
operation received from Denny Hulme, Wendy 

arkey, Norman Dickson and other compara- 
sser-known drivers makes me wonder if 
we spent too long waiting for our leading Formula 
1 driver to appear. * 


NORWICH, J.B. RANKINE 


Sports car decline. 


ORFOLK. 


I read with interest the article (July 8) by Paul . 
_ Watson on the future of sports car racing. The’ 


points he raised were naturally sound, as one 
would expect from such an authority on the 
subject, but I do feel he failed to mention the main 
reason for the decline in this class of racing. 

I refer to the continual changes in regulations 
introduced by the CSI. It would appear that this 
supposedly governing body relent every time 
they come under pressure from one country or 
another who feel t have just the ipment to 
blow off the opposition should the : i 


fied to give them a technical advantage 


It is high time the CSI realised that few mann- 
facturers in this age are prepared to invest com 
siderable sums of hard earned cash developing 
racing cars, only to have them rendered obsolete — 
after two or three years. What is needed for al — 
categories of international motor sport are long ~ 
term rules, for periods similar to those existing m © 
F1. This would then give everyone a chance to” 
design, build, develop and hopefully reap the 
benefit of their investments. In addition, at the 
end of the proposed period provision should be 
made to extend the current formula or amend the 
rules in the light of experience, in order t 
promote — competition. Certainly not make 
changes for change sake and make a completely 
new set of guidelines in the misbelief that it w 
benefit the sport if everyone started from scratch 


again. 

It has been proved time and again that those 
formulae which have been allowed to run for long 
pan. with the minimum changes in the rules. 

ave presented the greatest challenge to manu 
facturers, the closest racing (excluding the latter 
days of CanAm) and attracted the largest crowds. 

Finally, it does seem that, for one reason oF 
another, certain categories of racing have sufferea 
complete re-organization at the hands of the CSL 
only to return to almost the same set of rules @ 
few years later, like Group 2 saloons. 

I will long remember the days of sports car 
racing when open two-seaters and coupes from 
Ferrari, Maserati and Aston Martin battled for 
overall honours, while in the smaller classes @ 
certain firm called Porsche seemed to do very well 
with similar open and closed machines. Bri 
back this type of racing, and the promoters 
_see the return of the spectators. 
MERIDEN, WARKS. 


Good jobs all round 


I think that John Horsman’s letter (Correspond- 
ence, July 8) was very fair and that they all did a 
very good job, as stated, coming a very good 
second and fifth. There are no ‘“‘maybe’s” in motor 
racing; we came third and Grand Touring Cars 
Inc. came second. History shows that. 

The reference in the original article actually 
came out wrong — the remark about ‘‘marching 
off down the pit lane with 25 mechanics” was 
made regarding the complete Porsche Martini 
team, and not John Horsman’s. | 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
correct another possibly mistaken impression 
renting. from the article. It reads a little as 
though I designed, mechaniced, drove, man 
and even did the cooking. This was not so — 
everybody did a great job. 
HIGHGATE, LONDON. 


Who needs sugar? 


With all due respect to Mr Horsman and Mr 
Greene, our Dorset Racing Le Mans team had but 
one mechanic, young Chris Crawford, who was 
responsible for one car and four not-so-young 
drivers. Our pit crew was made up of.a grocer 
from Cornwall, a redundant accountant, am 
Aussie who likes “ripping off Pomms’’, and a 
Chinese pouff from Clacton. Is this a record? 
Finally, grateful thanks to Philosan and Scots 
Porridge Oats for keeping our drivers going, and 
to George Loos’s lady for keeping our pit crew’s 
eyes open. So who needs sugar for endurance? 
LONDON SWE. IAN HARROWER 


Then as now? | 


In the issue of 25 years ago this week, 
AUTOSPORTS big story concerned 

British Grand Prix at Silverstone. The race 
lasted for 23 hours, and was won, brilliant- 

ly, by Argentina’s Froilan Gonzales in @ 
works Ferrari, with Fangio’s Alfa Romeo 
second. And there wasn’t one protest all 
day aa ... Miraculously, the two VI6 | 
BRMs held together for once, Parnell | 
finishing fifth and Walker seventh ...The | 
F3 race was well and truly dominated by | 7 
Stirling Moss. .. The Correspondence page 

was buzzing with letters from angry 
readers: John Bolster, it seems, had dared 

to write the phrase “pestilential rallies”. . . 


DAVID A. WHITE 


KEITH GREENE 


The best moment of the John Player Grand 
Prix happened between its two ‘“‘heats”’. 
That was when the British public reacted to 
the announcement that James Hunt was 
going to be refused permission to restart. 
From the grassy hillside at Surtees, from 
the towering new stands at Clearways and 
Clark, from the embankments around 
Paddock and Druids, from under the trees 
out along Hawthorn Bend and Derek Minter 
straight and Westfield and Dingle Dell and 
Stirling’s, swelled the most eerie groan of 
disapproval. It was a cacophony of indivi- 
dual boos and hisses and jeers that grad- 
aully all welded into one tone, a deep dron 
of derision, and was finally supplanted by a 
steady slow Clap — Clap — Clap of scores of 
thousands of pairs of hands. The effect was 
overwhelming, and gladdening. It was the 
loud voice of the motor racing public, heard 
at long, long last; We don’t give a stuff for 
your petty rules and regulations, we’ve 
come here to see arace and we want to see it. 
And they saw it. James, who had been 
punted through the air at the first corner of 
the first lap of the first ‘‘heat’’, who had 


started to drive on around the lap after all: 


the others had disappeared, but whose front 
steering was too badly bent to make that 
sensible and who had stopped behind the 
pits, and who was ruled ineligible for further 
ean on the basis of some obscure 

C procedure taking effect upon the pre- 
sentation of a red flag, was finally allowed 
to take up his rightful second-fastest place 
on the reformed grid. Seventy-six new laps 
later, he was spraying champagne over the 
heads of his public. The man who had won 
two GPs in two days the last time out, who 
had nearly lost ‘‘twice’” today, had made the 
World Championship something very nearly 
poomeetul again. It turned out to be a fine 

y- 
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ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The Grand Prix circus, which is still mainly 
British, came home to race bringing with it a palp- 
able sense of rejuvenation. Ferrari, seemingly in- 
vincible, had gone down to defeat twice running; 
now, with the second half of the season Senin 
in the John Player GP at familiar old. Brands 
Hatch, there was real hope for a keen race and a 
result that would keep the World Championship 
open. A loss by Niki Lauda would still mean, prob- 
aby: that something had gone wrong — i 
flawed recent record gave the public the sporting 
chance of an unexpected result. ; 

SEFAC Ferrari apna every defence poss- 
ible. For Lauda, there was a brand new car, 
chassis 028, completed on the Monday and run in 
briefly. at Fiorano. For the team, there was a 
special reappearance by a former manager, Luca 

ontezemolo, who was happy to tell anyone who 
asked that his reason for coming was to guard 
Ferrari’s interests against the] officials! 

The new machine was in substance and feel, 
according to the driver, identical to its older 
sisters: the one difference was that, like 027 bemg 
used by Cley Regazzoni the monocoque had been 


but his - 


rules? 


James Hunt wins after battle with Niki Lauda — Race stopped after 
first corner accident — Yet more controversy — Superb drive by John 
Watson — Scheckter third for Elf-Tyrrell — Report: PETE LYONS — 
Photography: DAVID WINTER — Race data: ALAN PHILLIPS 


built purely of folded sheets of alloy without the 
internal structure of rectangular-section steel tub- 
ing of earlier tubs. The first morning of practice 
was spent sorting out minor new-car problems, 
‘“‘The gear shift, and things like that,” as Lauda 
reported. In the afternoon he climbed in “ready to 
go now.” His whole mood was bouncy and mis- 
chievous, a young man feeling healthy and rested 
and confident of new success — success very 
nearly achieved. Up until the last few moments 
the quickest car had been the March of Ronnie 
Peterson, but then, on his last lap, the Ferrari 
Champion pulled out a time fourteen-hundredths 
of a second quicker. It would have served for pole 


A two-horse race. Hunt closes in on Lauda (top). 
Facing page: the drama at Paddock on the first 
lap. Regazzoni (2) spins right round after tapping 
Lauda (1). Hunt (11) has nowhere to go. As 
Andretti (5) and Amon (22) take avoiding action, 
Hunt’s McLaren rides over the rear wheel of the 
Ferrari and is launched into the air, but does not 
overturn. Somehow Amon gets through the gap 
unscathed Sequence- Motofota 


te wohell me 


continued 
had not the Marlboro McLaren of James Hunt 
been eleven-hundredths quicker still. 

During the untimed Saturday morning session, 
Lauda got stuck in to finding some ultimate 

eed. He rolled into his pits at one stage and said 

at his engine was going off, it didn’t feel strong 
enough, he wanted to try the spare car (026). A 
few laps in that, though, proved there wasn’t any- 
thing wrong with his own engine after all and he 
went back to it. In the final hour, after adjusting 
his chassis for the current conditions of warmth 
and oiliness, and waiting resignedly for a chance 
at a clear lap amidst a crowd of drivers all looking 
for the same thing, he reached a time of 1m 19.35. 
or 118.57 mph — quicker by a third of a second 
than his own pole position of two years earlier, 
when the rack was slightly faster and neither 
wings nor tyres were as restricted as nowadays. 

He came into his ix at the end of that and 
climbed out and took off his helmet. ‘‘That’s it, 
that’s as fast as I can go,” said the computer side 
of his personality, and he finished with the day 
twenty minutes earlier than his fellows. 

By common acclaim it was the McLaren chassis 
that alone of the V8s matched the Ferrari for 
handling, looking smooth and steady over the 
worst of the Brands kinks and bumps, and when it 
was all over and James Hunt was second on the 
grid by a margin of six-hundredths of a second he 
was without complaint. “I did have a lot of 
trouble getting a clear lap in when I was ready, in 
fact I only did get the one and I made a bit of a 
mess of that one at Clearways. But it’s going very 
well.” On the very eve of the announcement of the 
M26, the M23 was back up at the front of all the 
non-Ferrari designs. ; 

So the front row of the JPGP grid showed it 
was again a two-car GP, but a perce at the next 
several rows showed it was by a very small 
margin. The first ten cars were all grouped a 
second apart. 

Mario Andretti’s third grid place was a great 
achievement, coming especially welcome here “at 
home”. ‘“‘When you do a good fast lap it never 
feels fast, it just feels right,” said a relaxed and 
visibly on-form Mario. Once again, although he 
started out practice with the newest J PS “14”, he 
gave it up due to trouble. Not big trouble, just 
something electrical, but he selected the original 
“11” for the rest of the meeting. ‘“Fhe new one 
feels good, it feels all new and put together right 
and nice, ya know what I mean? But it doesn’t do 
ya any goed to keep jumpin’ around.” So it was 
the third car that went to Gunnar Nilsson late in 
practice, when his “12” continued its saga of 
transmission failures. The ‘‘14” carried the only 
major Lotus mod fcr the meeting, relocation of its 
oil cooler to the nose cone, Shadow-style; this 
gave better cooling, tidier rear airflow, and some- 
what increased front downforce. After more elec- 
trical trouble on Saturday afternoon, Gunnar fin- 
ally got some clean laps in during the last ten min- 
utes and put the machine onto 14th grid place. 

The Elf six-wheeler Tyrrell of Patrick Depailler 
came out fifth best on the gra. after an earlier 
bogus time was revised, while being 0.16s slower 
put Jody Scheckter three positions farther down. 

ody’s practice was handicapped by throwing the 
car away on Friday afternoon at Dingle Dell, “The 
one where I always lose it here!”’ The damage to 
Project 34/3 wasn’t severe, just the rear knocked 
about, and the Tyrrell mechanics had it good as 
new by the next morning. Jody had to finish the 
Friday with faithful but nearly forgotten 007/6, 
and it was interesting that he was a bit over 1} 
secs slower in it than Patrick was in his 34 during 
the same session. 

The 34s were fitted with something stronger in 
the way of front suspension links following Jody’s 
Ricard breakage, while his car also sported a new 
windscreen graced with newly enlarged 
“windows”, so the public had a fine, if fleeting, 
view of his hands nursing the steering and gear- 
lever. Both the blue cars were coming down Pad- 
dock Hill at a spectacular angle, tails well out but 
obviously well under control. “It’s good, it’s quite 
good,”’ said Scheckter, “although it doesn’t feel 
especially fast...” 

Qualifying sixth was Chris Amon, back at home 


in his ae with its smart Citibank livery gor: 


this race. ‘ my back’s healed up nicely, thank 
you, but the trouble is I haven’t been able to do 

ing and I’m not fit again. I’m going to be 
running out of puff after about five laps!”. He 
went on to say he thought his grid place could 
have been better by half a second’s worth, at 
least, ‘‘but I didn’t get it together somehow. We 
put on a new set of tyres that weren’t any good, 
and between the oil on the road at one stage and 
the traffic I coukin'’t seem to get any clear laps. 


The longest dice of the race was that between Nilsson and Pryce (above). Grand Prix quarterlight (below). 
Scheckter on his way to third place with the Tyrrell. 
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Patrick Depailler’s Tyrrell leads Alan Jones’s Surtees and the Penske of John Watson, who putina storming drive after a pit stop. 
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continued -. 

Also we still can’t stop the inside back wheel pick- 
ing up and spinning at Clearways. I’d like to try 
the We 


ismann diff that Andretti’s using, I think I. 


could just about match his time...” 

A noticeably lively Ronnie Peterson summed 
the competitiveness of practice. “I thought I was 
going to be quickest on Friday, and then on the 

st lap I was third — and the next day I’m 
seventh!” The March looking very smooth, it did 
have a critical last-minute problem, the oil pres- 
sure light coming on in the corners late on Satur- 
day so Ronnie stopped caning the engine. With 
Arturo Merzario and Vittorio Brambilla right 
behind on the next row the March organization 
looked set for a good British GP. Only Hans Stuck 
looked out of it, by a second in lap times, his 
chassis mysteriously held back by an understeer 
not present in its sisters. 

Eleventh quickest was John Watson in the Citi- 
bank Penske PC4. This was another chassis that 
looked to be handling very well, and it was being 
driven with special vigour, but the times were a 
bit off. It turned out to be largely a matter of too 
few laps. A drive-shaft boot split in Practice One, 


a second delayed things in Two, on Saturday 


morning John came in to report a new vibration 
whenever he used the clutch pedal, and in the 
Final a change of clutch turned out not to have 
cured it. He managed only about a dozen flying 
laps by the end and during them the gearbox 
itself was spraying out oil because, apparently, 
something was making it pressurise internally. 
‘*All we've had time to do really is adjust the rear 


Alan Jones leads Jacques Laffite’s Ligier Matra. The French 


wing. The car feels good, but I wish I’d got in 
more time.” 

The Gitanes Ligier-Matra No.2 now fitted out 
to his measurements rather than Jarier’s, Jacques 
Laffite used it during practice, until it broke its 
rear suspension mountings — a weld cracked at a 
pohe-cameyins one of the bottom parallel links. 
Then he finished practice in the previously un- 
sorted spare car. Matra’s lack of performance at 
Ricard had been traced on the bench to a set of 


new induction and exhaust tracts robbing more: 


power than they gave, so it was back to normal at 
rands. “The car feels quite good, I need only 
more time.” As for future prospects, Jacques was 
able to describe what he’d like in the next model. 
“She wants only to have the engine mounted 
lower to the ground, about three centimetres, and 
also a new shape in the side of the body, more low, 
for the air onto the wing, you know? But really, 
sheis very good now.” 

The pair of Martini Brabhams were side by side 
on the eighth row, a somewhat disappointing 
result of a sent during which both cars gave 
trouble with gearbox selection (still six-s ers) 
and engine pickup. There was also a troublesome 
understeer — not the only team reporting that — 
a condition not alleviated by Carlos Pace having 
the use of a brand new car, No.4, which, thanks 
to painstaking construction using lighter gauges 
and more titanium, was about 5kg lighter. 

Brett Lunger was the quickest of the three 
Surtees drivers. ‘‘It’s fun to drive, it does what 
you want it to do,” enthused the back-on-form 
American, “‘and I like being back on a real circuit 
for a change!’’ Alan Jones was a bit less happy 
about his older car, but the man who really picked 


up late in practice by going to an outwardly iden-, 


tical set of tyres that turned out to give him four 


seconds was Henri Pescarolo. 

On the bottoms of the Shadows an aro an 
experiment was tried in the form of rows of bristle 
brushes hanging down to the road to stop air 

oing underneath. Other teams have recently 
oan adopting various designs of semi-rigid 


glass fibre or plastic sheets to do the same job. 


he brushes could not be proved to be a 
success, and were removed. Both DN5ds were set 
up on long wheelbase, and during practice their 
front tracks were set three inches narrower to 
give better front tyre bite and cure an initial 
understeer. Beyond a pause to change a gearbox 
in Jean Pierre Jarier’s car, neither Shadow gave 
much trouble, but as at other circuits this year 
the handicap was simply lack of grip. Tom Pryce 
qualified a not very encouraging 20th for this 
race, on the circuit where he’d won a year anda bit 
earlier. Having to operate without a major spon- 
sor to pay for detail development has that visible 
an effect on a car’s performance. ’ 

The Copersucar Fittipaldi had been developed, 
new suspension geometry having been adopted at 
both ends since Ricard. At the rear this was an 
extreme change, a massive hoist in the roll centre, 
and it was such a.success in creating traction 
where none existed before that it completely 
destroyed the front “You remember -two races 
ago we had to disconnect the front bar com- 
pletely? Now we’ve got the biggest, solidest one 
we can find and we still can’t adjust it stiffly 
enough.’ Back to the drawing board, says Richard 
Divila cheerfully. 

“We're operating on the Shakespeare principle: 
if we have a million drawing boards set up 
have a million monkeys drawing for a million 
years, we'll eventually design the ideal ue 


2 drove in characteristically forceful fashion after his contretemps at Paddock. | 


eee 


pension. Here, look at this picture of all the differ- 


ent wings we’ve tried this year. Eleven of them.”’ 

Bob Evans was back at F1 work, and peppy he 
was at it, too. His driving of the RAM Bra 
was Seeeeped by brakes that kept overheating 
a little, and y his pining off a couple of times, 
but at the end of practice he had 22nd grid place 
and was glad to have “Blown the cobwebs away 
now. There’s more to come, I’m sure; what we'd 
like to be able to do is get the back to stick better. 
These wing alterations have made a big difference 
to this car, I think.” Tuning assistance for the 
meeting by ex-BRM designer Mike Pilbeam 
helped the team, too, aihough not enough for 
Lella Lombardi to make the field. 

Both Harald Ertl and Guy Edwards gnaitied, 
both happy with the way their private Heskeths 
were going in the conditions. They made up the 
24th and 25th grid spots, out of the total of 30 
drivers who actually practised. 

Mike Wilds in his private DN3 Shadow was not 
allowed to practise at all during the first session, 
for reasons he was never quite able to Pa down; 
he was, of course, entered as one of the two 
“reserve” entries (the other never turned up at 
all.) On Friday afternoon he was able to make pro- 
gress tuning the car for the lon circuit, but pro- 
gress was stopped the next day by, first, a lack of 
sparks and then by a failure of the lower front 
engine mounts which soropped the car in the 
middle at Hawthorn’s in the final session. ‘“‘We 
wanted to get the power down to the road, but 
that wasn’t what we had in mind at all!” Mike 
tried to jokeaboutit... 

Once again Jacky Ickx couldn’t make his 
Williams go fast enough to qualify; once again he 
said there was no mechanical reason beyond the 
chassis just not performing well. “Despite a track 
narrowed several inches, it oversteers everywhere, 
it does not turn in, it has no grip...” 

Divina Galicia had a few spins in her private 
Surtees and also lost time with first a broken 
drive-shaft and then a broken peso ae gear. 
But she wasn’t at all downhearted about not 
making the field. “Look, let’s face it, I was only a 
publicity stunt anyway. I mean, I only started 
driving eighteen months ago! I have no business 
out there in a GP — not yet But you know, it’s 
been a fantastic experience just trying, I’ve 
learned so much. I’m still high from it.” . 

The grid may have looked competitive at the 
front end, but the back end tells am even more 
eloquent tale. People squeaked into the race by 
hairsbreadths, seen the two men on the back row 
had done the same time to two decimal places. 
The entire 26 were covered by less than 3} seconds 
— a margin of 44 per cent. 


RAC pre 


They’re not heroes and gods after all, they’re just 
highly strung men, and in such a super-close 
atmosphere it must be inevitable that something 
will touch occasionally. 

Lauda, exercising his pole man’s prerogative, 
chose to start from the left, uphill side of the grid. 
That put Regazzoni on the downhill side, and 
when the Brands Hatch starting light system 
flashed he proved that a good pair of feet on the 
ae beat a slower pair regardless of the side. 

oth Ferraris were ahead of Hunt on the run up to 
Paddock Bend. So far a good Ferrari day, but 
then Regga stepped that few inches too far. 
Trying to tuck up on the inside to the apex, he 
touched Niki. The leader’s car snapped viciously 
sideways, the follower’s spun smartly right 
around. All the rest of the 24 starters found a 
wide red blockade across their bows, spinning 
wildly and ee nasty green-tinted coolant 
from ruptured side pipes 

James almost made it round the outside, but 
back wheels touched and the McLaren went aloft, 
up with all four wheels into the air, floating 

ost lazily with the motion of a surfboard in a 
““wipeout.”’ Down it came again nearly on its side, 
stri a left front wheels first, and chancing not 
to go all the way over onto James’s head. Most of 
the following pack somehow got through 
untouched, although the Ensign may have 
touched the McLaren, and the Ligier-Matra piled. 
in afterward solidly. From both sides of the track 
the bone dry Kentish chalk dust plumed up, flints 
flew, cars strewed themselves every which way. ... 

It cannot be wrong to err on the side of caution, 
and the senior Safety Observer on the scene made 
the decision that the track was unsafe for a 
second racing lap. At the startline the red flag 
came out, so that Lauda came flying round at the 
head of a race consisting of Patrick Depailler and 
Mario Andretti, he found it wasn’t a race at all 
Everyone backed off, after the first six. stopped 


includin, and Amon but aoc i 


ani tte. Hunt, too, turned round and set off, 
still upright on his wheels although one of them 
was up most oddly. Rounding Druids, he 
said later that he could see the race was bein 
stopped, and when he got down to the road behin 
the pits he switched off and parked rather than 
drag his left front tyre round another couple of 
miles of roadway. 

It took something near fifteen minutes of 
steady sweeping and checking before the Paddock 
Bend marshals felt the track was clear enough for 
a restart. That there was to be a restart from a 

rid should have been clear, for no actual racing 

p had been completed; when the red flag goes 
out all scoring reverts to the end of the previous 
lap — it was that rule in this event at Silverstone 
last year gave positions second, third, fourth and 
fifth to drivers who had crashed. 

Someone, however, found another rule that 
probably had seemed good and sensible at the 
time of its conception — no driver may re-start 
unless his car had completed the red flag lap. 

That seemed to eliminate James Hunt, Clay 
Regazzoni and Jacques Laffite. 

Well, sir. You should’ve heard the crowd when 
that was announced! D’you think of the Brits as 
quiet, well-mannered, stiff-upper-lip-sorts of 
people? The roar of their disapproval, rising from 
77,000 throats, turned the Kentish skies an even 
deeper blue. : 

e half hour that ensued has no real place in 


motor racing history, but it was certainly 


revealing of the passions that drive men to outlet 
in sport. Rules there must, probably, be to control 
those passions, but when a rule turns out to have 
an unpopular effect — whew! If spectators could 
ever organize in their aggregate millions, form the 
kind of practical action groups that have made for 
the improvement in the lots of most of the rival 
groups on the inside of the fences (only the 
mechanics come to mind as non-organized losers- 
out), you would see such a change in the shape of 
motor racing as to make your head swim! But to 
the stewards must go a rose: it must have taken 
real courage to announce the Hunt exclusion and 
stick with it, knowing it would be necessary to get 
through that crowd before midnight. ... 

It was about 50. minutes after the initial 
incident that it all began to simmer down. All that 
while the Kiwi lads had rebuilt Hunt’s front end, 
new steering link because it was needed and new 
rocker just in case, and got it back out through 
the thousands of bystanding legs onto its front 
row grid place again. Similarly moved to action, 
Ferrari and Ligier got their spare cars warmed 
and rolled out for Regazzoni and Laffite. There 
Be Aaabe | on the grid. Your move, stewards. 

mewhere in the official mind there evidently 
dawned a two-fold solution. James had, most 
likely, still been moving at the moment the red 
flag was displayed; him still mobile and let 
him back into the race. As for the other two, let’s 
get on about the event and sort it out afterward. 

We'll all get home alive tonight, anyway. 

The second John Player Grand Prix of 1976 was 
pretty good for a while. James made it a better 
start this time and fed into place over Paddock 
hill right behind Niki. Regga behaved himself 
with third place, Chris was fourth, and the rest all 
poured around more or less in good order, until 
toward the back some kind of angle developed 
between Evans, apparently, and Edwards and 
maybe somebody else. Guy came off worst, 
driving the Penthouse girl onto the grass at the 
apex very much the sorrier. Up at Druids more of 
a shunt developed as Peterson and Depailler 
surprised each other; somehow out of that Stuck 
eae off worst and parked with rear suspension 

ent. 

Two starts, two comers, lots of action. Good, 
this motor racing at the top level. 

It went dull for a while, then. All there was to 
watch was a pair of high speed chains of Grand 
Prix cars being driven flat out, weaving and 
jerking and sliding and roaring, carrying on like 
rabid wolves trying to sink infected teeth into 
each other; not much of a ectacle (by 
comparison) at all. Lauda’s red wolf very slowly 
was gaining on Hunt’s red-and-white one, while 
Regazzoni wasn’t going to be able to do anything 
about that but he could stay in third place. Gone 
from threatening position immediately, sadly 
enough, was Amon, whose engine pu 
sluggishly and who couldn’t prevent several 

eople blowing sg by even on the first lap. 

eckter thus found himself fourth, wi 
Brambilla and Peterson looking to sink their teeth 
in his tail. Then came Amon, Watson, Merzario 
poodiuk Nilsson, and the rest in a second vicious 

c 
O pndeia to have been in on all this, right 
you are. Well, he took about three laps to get im at 
all His engine refused to start up on the grid! A 


Facing — after the restart (start, ime 
Scheckter, Peterson and through 
Paddock. 


change of ‘spark box finally got it gomg and he 
charged off at the back. “It was goin’ great, too, 
I was walkin’ all over ’em out there.” But the 
sete went bad again; when the mechanics got to 
it later they discovered that the plugs were all 
wet. 

Mass’s second start was no more fruitful; it 
fried his clutch and he slipped sadly in to retire. 

Amon wasn’t going to make it either. The 
fading engine finally went bang altogether, due to 
ee all its water from a hose clamp that must 
bave been damaged in the first shunt. 

You get the picture: a one-by-one deterioration 
of the field until the ravening hoards of wolves 
were mostly pups with bleeding gums. Pescarolo: 
fuel pressure gone below the level required to keep 
the engine running. Brambilla: in for a change of 
“rolling” left front tyre, then retirement with left 
front suspension pickup point broken. Evans: 
gearbox failure. Laffite: identical failure at the 
rear as on the newer car in practice. Regazzoni: oil 
pressure right down to nothing. 

There was an official sigh of relief committed to 
paper upon the last two men’s retirement: the 
question of their exclusion no longer arises. .. . 

Merzario had performed like a star, gaining lost 
ground and pulling up on the leading group; when 
Peterson pulled off into the pits for a change of 
left front tyre of his own, Arturo was left as 
fastest March man and he was in fact hounding 
Scheckter. Then one of his wing endplates began 
to tear away and his advance eased, but he held on 
for a long while until one of his drive shafts broke 
loose at both ends and vanished quite away. 

Peterson’s stop was followed by another, as his 
replacement front tyre blistered rapidly too. 
Third one seemed to be made of sterner stuff, but 
then his ignition started playing up. Or it may 
have been the ignition, although two further 
stops failed to reveal the cure, and Ronnie 
struggled around sounding ever more gravely 
until it quit entirely. 

Don’t close the list yet. Add Reutemann, who 
was slowly losing oil from a split in the tank and 
whose struggles with bad brakes came to a 
merciful, if expensive, end from it. Dee 
toils with bent steering were eased with a blowup 
too. What was a bigger pity was Lunger fone 
out, for he’d been driving very keenly and was 
closing up rapidiy on teammate Jones when he 
suddenly lost all drive through the transmission. 
(Brett parked near an ambulance and appeared to 
commit himself to medical care, but he was merely 
begging a drink — he perspires so profusely that 
he finishes a race soaking wet). 

Add Nilsson to the retirement list and you have 
the. end of it simultaneously with the big, 
disappointment, for it was Gunnar in his JPS 
staying just ahead of Tom Pryce in the Shadow 
that made the longest dice of the race. Both 
young men Henne their cars. Gunnar with 
handling that started poorly but improved as the 
fuel lightened, although heavy steering never did 

> 


This week's 
centre spread 


The winner (from Arturo Merzario and 
Jacques Laffite) of the Etienne Aigner — 
Award for the most forceful performance 
in last Sunday’s John Player Grand Prix 
was John Watson, at the wheel of the — 
Citibank Team Penske PC4. Ulsterman 
Watson ran eighth until making an early 
pitstop; he rejoined in twentieth position, 
_ but worked his way back up to a fourth- 
place finish, his determination more than 
worthy of the Etienne Aigner votes. The — 
Geoff Ferris-designed Penske PC4 madeits  — 
debut three Grands Prix ago in Sweden, — 
where Watson had a first-lap accident, but 
in France the car finished third on the road 
(later to be excluded, a decision now 
subject to an appeal), and the Brands 
Hatch result confirms Watson as another 
front-runner for Britain.- His Citibank 
sponsors have found ther motor racmg 
sponsorship programme to be very 
effective in marketing terms (promotimg 
First National City Travelers Checks), and 
expanded it in the British Grand Prix to 
include the adoption of the colourful — 
Citibank Livery on the Ensign driven by 
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lighten; Tom with his engine gradually going off 
at high revs so that, fearing a deran valve 
mechanism, he started limiting himself. to 9600: 
rpm. Both of them ultimately came under attack 
from John Watson’s Penske, and _ Pryce 
succumbed, but how Nilsson would have fared is 
lost to history because a piston brought him to 
the sidelines first. 

So ten were left running of the 26 — or 28, 
counting spares used this day. Last on the road 
after a miserable race, down 1000 revs like Pryce 
and like Nilsson suffering from heavy steering 
(‘The front tyres grip so badly you must put on 
very much front wing, which makes it impossible 
to steer.”) was J. P. Jarier. Next up was Carlos 
Pace, who made two stops to replace “‘rolling’’ left 
front tyres. Eighth was Harald Ertl, whose 
brakes were fading toward the end but who was 
about the only man left who had no serious 
complaints to make! Victory of a kind on a day 
like this. Emerson Fittipaldi came in out of the 
points by one place, two laps down; he too had 
wound his front wings up tight and was—can you 
believe it of him? — exhausted from the heavy 
steering at the end. It was his brother Wilson 
who, smelling the chance of points, joined two 
other team managers in putting in a protest about 
the winner. 

Alan Jones, his brakes erratic from early on but 
otherwise going well; Pryce, nursing his engine; 
Watson, recovered brilliantly from an early shunt 
with Merzario and a resultant pit stop for a new 
nose cone, recovered as well from a later spin, 
driving with engine stuttering raggedly from an 
electrical fault but driving nonetheless with such 
spark he was voted the Etienne Aigner award; 
Jody Scheckter whose rear suspension had 
commenced to lean because of another broken 
rear beam; all stood to move up a place were 
James Hunt to be excluded. 

James Hunt. How could you invent a character 
and script his career with as much literary drama 
as the real fellow. Join us now as this week’s soap 
opera finds him trading off fastest laps with the 
World Champion. The gap between them has been 
fairly regular, at around half a dozen seconds. 
We're coming up to half distance now, and they’re 
both into the 1m 20’s. Back at lap 28 Niki did 
20.43. Lap 35 and James does 20.38, and at lap 38, 
halfway, he Be Pag to 20.35. Three laps later. 
and Niki has it back at 19.91; another three and 
James shaves that to 19.82. 

What’s happening to the gap is even better: it’s: 
shrinking. Quite suddenly Lauda has lost ground,,. 
Hunt is nosing up behind, the crowd is going wild.’ 
At 45 laps, having made a couple of feints, James 
Hunt shoots up into Druids on the inside (‘‘I just. 
shut my eyes and went!”) and slips into the apex 
first. The eruption of waving arms by tens of 
thousands erie Se him like a bow wave all the 
way down through the bends around South Bank. 
He drives steadily away, leaves the Ferrari for 
dirt, wins the Grand Prix — yer first actual 
Englishman to win the British Grand Prix since, 
Peter Collins in 1958. Hey, great stuff. ; 

“If something went wrong with Niki’s car it, 
must have gone wrong with it after I overtook 
him!” Cheers, peg ba grand showbiz. Shake up 
the champagne and spray it all around. 

Niki, horsing around on the rostrum with the: 
best of them, reports that indeed he did have 
trouble and from quite early on. His gear selection 
was seizing u Shp er so when he went for 
third he couldn’t be sure of getting fifth or first; 
he compromised and stayed in fourth and relied 
on the Ferrari torque curve to keep his lap times 
up. By the closing stages he was Daye attention, 
to signals about Scheckter’s whereabouts, but the 
six-wheeler was in enough trouble of its own, one 
back wheel leaning as at Zolder. 

Had the race ended at that it would have been a 
nice day’s sport, but of course it hasn’t been a 
sport for years and Ferrari, Tyrrell and Fittipaldi 

found their fifty quid each for protest money. 
They reckoned Hunt should not have restarted as 
had been announced by the officials to begin with. 

You and I might think this leaves a sour taste 
on the savour of the day, but amidst all the 
Betlcel wrangling and arm waving there was a 

ittle aside that perhaps gives us an insight into 
the real quality of the thing. It is all competition, 
after all. Listen: 

“Eh, hang ona minute,” said someone to one of 
the several Ferrari managers. “‘A couple of hours 
ago you were ay that Regga ought to be 

owed to restart in the spare car, it was the right 
thing to do, no way he should be kept out — how 
is it that you mow are protesting James for the 

thmg”?* 


Arturo Merzario was a revelation last weekend, driving his March every bit_as hard and fast as team- 
mates Peterson and, Brambilla (above). Carlos Reutemann lugs his uncompetitive Brabham-Alfa round 
Lunger in the Surtees TS19 (below). : 
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BRANDS HATCH, England: In normal cir- 
cumstances when you see a fellow competitor 
launch himself into the air at 85mph and land with 
a thump on two wheels you don t expect to find 
him on the winner’s rostrum 76 laps later. But 
there wasn’t anything very normal about this 
year’s British Grand Prix. 

It was James Hunt who went up in the air to 
land in a tangled heap with his suspension in a 
knot. It was a first lap, first bend, accident which 
looked to me as if it was started by Regazzoniin a 
dramatic slalom attempt to take the lead from the 
thirdrowofthegrid. 

He slid wide and spun into the middle of the 
oncoming pack. Niki’s back wheel .took a bi 
bump, James went up in the air, Laffite went off 
into the bank, Merzario scattered dust clouds into 
the infield and it looked like a remake of World 
War Two from where I was sitting. 

And all this within 500 metres of the start. I put 
my head down and steered an erratic course 
through the debris and emerged to be in fourth 
place from my eighth place on the grid. 

Out came the red to indicate an immediate 
stop and a restart for all those who were running 
at the time. So the punters were going to get two 
starts for the price of one. 

But they got more than that. They got half an 
hour of start line chaos while the organisers of the 
race, the Royal Automobile Club, dithered with 
the rule book and made decisions which were 
reversed by the public opinion of the grandstand. 

Clerk of the Course Dean Delamont in a ——s 
with leading entrants and team managers sai 
that James wasn’t eligible for the restart because 
he wasn’t mobile at the time of the rns When 
this announcement was made there were boos and 
beercans from the main stand which, apparently, 


caused the RAC to revise their decision and allow. 


James to start. 

So the grid reformed and we all took off again 
for start number two. I made up a couple of places 
on the run into the uphill hairpin and had 
reckoned to make a couple more places in the 
hairpin itself by going around the outside. 
Normally this move is good for two places and it 
also puts me into a good line for the next downhill 
left hander. But something wasn’t quite right — 
there was too much dust in the track and there 


just wasn’t the adhesion for me to do what I'd 


practised during the warm-up period. 

Out on the back straight I got past Amon into 
fourth place and I figured that from the fourth 
row of the grid that wasn’t a bad position from 
which to challenge on the first lap. 

The running order was Niki, James, Regga and 
me with Ronnie and Brambilla on my tail. And 
that’s the way it stayed for a long time. 

There wasn’t very much I could do about the 
fellows in front — they were pulling away. But the 
big action was all in my mirrors. It was as if 
March had declared war on me. First Ronnie was 
snapping away at me. Then Brambilla in the 
orange March took over and started to give me a 
hard time. They ducked into the pits for a wheel 
change and for a moment I thought the March 
pressure was off when Merzario in the white one 
took up the job. 


“My opinion is that there was no 
need to restart the race, anyway. 
The track was safe.... there 
should have been a caution flag 
for a lap and the race should 

have carried on.” 


Eventually Merzario joined his _ fellow 
Marchmen in the pits and the pressure from 
behind was over. Then Regazzoni dropped out 
with some sort of engine problem which elevated 
me to third. James took Niki for the lead to the 
pd delight of the grandstands all round the 
track. 
car was an everchanging pattern of 


M 
han m4 oddities. The rear suspension had 
drooped or dropped or cracked and this m turn 


threw a load on the front end which caused two 
front tyres to blister. So each lap was somethin 
of a new handling experience for me. Who said 
‘Grand Prix racing can become dull? 

_ Niki had a gear selection problem and I should 


SE 


have been catching him. But ! guess that his . 
pron | caer itself out with ie and we 
remained apart. My pit gave me signals telling me ~ 
where I was in relation to Nike and re | 
Watson who in the latter stages of the race was 
catching me. 

It ig nee yr aeteapempe wee I adjusted 
my lap speed to fit the messages | was rece 


“In other words I was going just as fast as I 


to maintain my position. To have tried for more 
a well have ruined my front tyres completely 
and lost me a third place, valuable prize money 
and useful championship points. 

So that’s the way my race finished. James, Niki 
and me in that order — the only ones to go full 
distance. Gunnar Nilsson was unlucky to blow an 
engine when he was in fourth place with just half” 
a dozen laps to go. John Watson drove a blinder of 
a race to be fourth after a pit stop and a spin. | 

James drove a good race and based on his per 
formance on the track he deserved to wim 
Whether he was entitled to be on the track for the 
second start is another matter. 

The rule in the “Bible” eb that only cars 
running at the time the red comes out can 
take the restart. It was generally accepted that 
James was stationary when the flag came out and 
was therefore not eligible. If that’s the case then 
the RAC had no right to allow him to start the 
race. 

I’m not niggling against James’s victory. He's 
a good friend of mine and we spend a lot of time 
together. But I think we have here yet another 
example of sloppiy written rules being badly ad- 
ministered in what is now a multi-million 
professional sport. Things need tightening up and 
we need a government that is as professional as 
the teams for which it is legislating. 

My opinion is that there was no need to restart 
the race, anyway. The track was safe. It was un 
obstructed and the cars that were involved were 
all off the tarmac. There should have been a 


‘caution flag for a lap and the race should have 


carried on. 
Some people have suggested that national pride 
and the fact that James was involved was the 


‘cause of the restart. I don’t believe that. I think 


the man who called for the stoppage of the race 
simply over-reacted and panicked when he saw a - 
few cars skidding. 

One sees signs of cracks appearing in the pre- 
viously perfect Ferrari facade. Three engme 
failures in two races, Regazzoni reverting to his” 
“loose” driving style and the sudden return to the 
team of Luca Montezemelo, last year’s team 
manager who had been promoted to 
things within the Fiat/Ferrari organisation. Is 
Luca the “Doctor” sent in to prevent the sort of 
panic to which the Italians often revert in times of | 
pressure? 

Certainly both James and I have a mathe 
matical chance of challenging Niki for the world 
title. When you work it out on paper this chance 
depends to a certain extent on our finishing well 
and Niki failing to finish here and there. A month 
ago you’d have said that Niki, with Ferraris 
strength and reliability, was a gilt-edg 
certainty. The gilt is perhaps turning to brass. O 


“Is nothing beyond our Ken?” That was the caption to this contraption in Ford’s advertisement in the Night of the Stars programme. 
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Conny Andersson noses his Speedsprint car in close to the March of race winner Bruno Giacomelli. 


FORMULA 3 


LE VAGABOND jeans 


GUGBSTEAR 


Bruno flexes his muscles 


Last lap drama, but it’s another F3 win for Giacomelli — Andersson 
second in March one-two — Fine third place for Lees (Chevron) — 
Hayje takes pole from Geoff. Brabham — Report: CHRIS WITTY 


In a style that is becoming increasingly 
familiar, especially to the ever-curious eyes 
of the Formula 1 team managers who take 
the trouble to view the proceedings, Bruno 
Giacomelli, driving the works March- 
Toyota, notched up his seventh Formula 3 
victory of the season. The 23-year-old 
Formula Italia Champion from Brescia 
showed the same grim determination. that 
gave him the winner’s laurels at Monaco two 
months ago, by winning the equally 
prestigious, if not quite so glamorous, 
Formula 3 race which supported the final 
day’s practice for the British Grand Prix 
last Saturday. 

sb from the outside of the front row, 
Giacomelli was quick to assert his authority 
by muscling out the Ralts of practice sensa- 
tion Geoff Brabham (having his first F3 
race) and poleman, Dutchman Boy Hayje 
into, and around, the first corner. It looked 
as if Bruno, once clear of the squabbling 
pack, would pull effortlessly away. But this 
was not to be. 

First it was the veteran Swede Conny 
Andersson and _ then fellow Italian 
Gianfranco Brancatelli, both in_ their 
Speedprint March-Toyotas, who took up the 
chase. Andersson made an early error and 
lost a little time but Brancatelli ably main- 
tained the pressure on the leader and, 
having just set the fastest lap, it looked as if 
Giacomelli’s lead was in serious danger. And 
then Brancatelli ran wide at Clearways at 
half-distance and lost his nosecone. 

There were many incidents in this race, 
caused mainly by Rupert Keegan. This time 
Ruees was driving his brand-new Chevron 

from = lowly grid placing, was holding 
an encomrmegmme fifth place before splitting 
his engmme’s sammp on 2 kerb three laps from 


home. The escaping oil caused chaos all 
round the circuit. It cost Giacomelli his lead 
on the very last lap to Andersson, the 
Italian sliding wide at Druids. 

Then, just as Conny began to contemplate 
his victory speech, a recovered Giacomelli 
barged past at Stirling’s, knocking the 
Swede onto the grass as he sped towards a 
win he’d so nearly lost. 

It left everyone a little bewildered and 
breathless. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


One thing was evident about the entry for this, 
the 8th round of the 12-race BP Super Visco 
Formula,3 series. The method of selection for the 
36-car prid thy postal application or telex) has 
many faults. e system (which, predictably, 
involves the RAC) seems to have created an air of 
ill-feeling between certain parties. This came to a 
head during practice when the Italian, Gianfranco 
Brancatelli, arrived at the circuit with his March- 
Toyota 763 having had his entry turned down for 
the event, simply because it had arrived at the 
RAC’s offices too late. Brancatelli explained that 
he had, in fact sent an “entry” to Brands Hatch 
well in advance of the closing date. It seems-likely 
that the entry was lost or mislaid, by the time it 
reached the RAC’s HQ. 

Technically Brancatelli was at fault. A total of 
36 cars had been selected from an entry of over 
70, with an addition of six reserves who would 


could have been employed but a suggestion “Bs 
i ad to be 


was a Grovewood award nomimee whose team 


G 
ei entry im soon efter the opening date but still 


iven the cold shoulder), there 

owns which, on the face of it, 
casts doubts on the “seeding committee”, 
especially when drivers of e calibre of 
Brancatelli and Riccardo Patrese were available 
and could have been included with a little common 
sense. 

The man to whom Brancatelli owes much is 
none other than Rupert Keegan whose British Air 
Ferries team had a March entered on the reserve 
list for Richard Lloyd. In fact it would have been 
FF ace Derek Warwick in Hagen regular 743 
model had Warwick not run the bearings in the 
John Penistan-maintained Novamotor Toyota 
engine during mid-week testing. This effectively 
meant that Brancatelli could take over the entry 
as BAF’s nominated driver. It was a courteous 
move on Keegan’s behalf, especially as there were 
valuable BP points at stake and Brancatelli was 
very capable of taking some away from Rupert. 
Mind you, there was every chance that 
Gianfranco could beat Giacomelli and that’s how 
Rupert sawit.... 

Brancatelli therefore only competed in the 
second of the hour long practice sessions on the 
Friday, lapping impressively to record the fourth 
best time overall. He would get a race along with 
the only two other reserves who turned up for 

ractice as four of the “hand picked’’ entries 
ailed to show. In fact there was a place still 
vacant on Saturday’s grid which proves how 
wrong the current system is. 

The pole was eventually taken somewhat 
soap et by Boy Heed in his F & S Properties- 
backed Ralt-Toyota. The former Dutch F5000 
driver was at last showing the form he’d first 
shown when Keegan narrowly beat him at 
Zolder back in April. He lapped on the Pies 
throughout both sessions although his official 
time, some 0.25secs quicker than Giacomelli, 
looked very much likea one-off effort. 

Next to Hayje was another Ralt-Toyota, that of 
young Geoff Brabham who was at last able to 
in some eteupenitive mileage throughout practice 
having had three private practice.days ruined by 
mishaps, the last being at Goodwood the previous 
day when a driveshaft broke after just 25 yards. 

With his famous father in attendance, plus the 
added “hassle” of F1 team managers Bernie 
Ecclestone and Ken Tyrrell close at hand, Geof. 
who’s quite a reserved character, must have bees 
wondering what was happening. Having had am 
engine misfire cured from the morning session. 


found themselves 
were a few total un. 


the Brabham pit found the RAC timek 

assisting their lad by an almost a full second on 
time. Although Geoff didn’t exactly admit it, he 
did say ‘‘my times were a little mconsistent.” 


Still he shows excellent promise and is a welcome 


addition to both Britam and F3 


FORMULA 3 continued 

Giacomelli, the man of the moment, found. 
himself pushed to the outside of the front row 
and having set the pace during periods of both 
sessions, Bruno had no real worries, apart from 
not being on the pole. 

Fastest in the morning session had been Conny i 
Andersson in the second Speedprint March- 
Toyota. This semi-works car had been back to the 
factory since its total defeat by Patrese’s Chevron 
at Monza for a check-up. The Swede has different 
ideas about how he likes his car set up ( he prefers 
non-adjustable Bilstein dampers to Giacomelli’s 
adjustable Konis which the works recommend) 
and even his team-mate Branéatelli thinks that 
eps Conny has confused himself of late. 

urprisingly he was one of the few who didn’t 
improve in theafternoon. ’ 

owever three who did and who are currently 
threatening to become real chargers Weep pani 
second half of the British season are Geoff Lees, 
Brett Riley and Tiff Needell. 

Lees still tends to drive his works-assisted 
Chevron-Toyota like an FF (ie: a little too 
sideways) but as practice wore on, he made good 
strides forwards and finally pipped Riley and. 
Needell by mere hundredths of a second. 

_ The New Zealander Riley, a 24 year-old refu 
form Formula Atlantic last season, was second to 
Andersson in the morning with his Neil Brown- 
pe cperee Ford twin-cam por Modus M1. 

owever he had had problems at scrtineering 
because his airbox restrictor wouldn’t hold any 
vacuum prior to practice and also the race. 
Several drivers, notably Keegan, remarked after. 
the race (perhaps a little accusingly) that the twin- 
cam could blow off some of the Toyotas with 
consummate ease. Anyhow, Riley improved a 
little in the afternoon.. 

The third to show well was Needell in the Safir. 
The only one of the entire field to have 
experienced the new style Grand Prix circuit 
when he annihilated FF2000 opposition back at 
The Race of Champions in March, Needell was 
quickly into the groove. His morning time would 
have seen him on the outside of the front row and 
although after a change of gear ratios he 
improved in the afternoon, it wasn’t by as much 
as he’d have wished. Incidentally, Needell was 
just one of several runners who were experiencing 
tyre delamination on their Goodyear G54s, this 
caused epparently, by a new batch from the 
factory of which some weren’t up to perfect 
specification. It did not cause any problems in the 
race as one of the Gonriveen.- teckek icians feared, 
because several of the runners started on new 
replacement (Goodyear always replace faulty 
tyres) rubber and it was impossible to check as to 
whether these would delaminate or not. 

_Finding themselves unusually far back, 
although well in touch with the front runners on 
ractice times, were Stephen South and Mike 
oung in their respective Toyota-powered March 
and Modus. i 

South is indeed a dejected man these days as 
nothing seems to be going right for him. Now is 
the testing time of his character and his will tc 
succeed, He certainly has the ability. 

“Dick Parsons and Keegan were next up, 
Parsons once again in the neat little one-off 
Anson, now in its new Unipart livery. The team 
had only 2 ust received the Tissnite engine from. 
Holbay the day before so Dick hadn’t had a chance 


_afternoon. It also meant his setting a good 


Rupert Keegan suffered a holed sump towards the end while holding fifth with his new Chevron. 


-Geoff Brabham, driving in his first F3 race, 
proved to be the sensation of practice. Here his 
sc snake (named Jack Brabham) works on the 
to try the combination before practice. Both 
sessions were hampered by a top-end misfire (not 
desperately serious) and this was traced after- 
wards to a broken cpa unit . diaphragm. 
Parsons also ran out of petrol mid-way through: 
the second session as well. 

As for Keegan, he hadn’t been able to test his 
brand-new Chevron B34 at Oulton on Thursday. 
because of the weather (the team hadn’t any wet 
tyrés at that time) so Friday’s morning session 
was Rupert’s first experience of his new machine. 
A blown engine ruined his morning chances and 
put on him the onus of sorting the car during ae 
grid. 
time and all the while, Giacomelli seemed to get. 


further away. 


Rupert expressed his delight in the car, ‘‘it’s so 
easy to drive, I can just flick it into Clearways”’. 
He and his team must also have been thankful to 
Lees who lent them his spare engine, the BAF 


- team not having one after Warwick’s mid-week 


failure. 

Three other drivers broke the ninety-second 
barrier, namely Pierre Dieudonne in the elderly 
Ehrlich March 748, young Ian Flux in his Ralt- 
Toyota and Brazilian Paulo Gomes in one of the 
four works Moduses. There was no sign of Eddie. 
Cheever who wisely decided to protect his. 
senitation, 

lux, like Riley, had problems initially with his 
airbox leaking while Gomes, having lost gears in 
the morning, had what is thought to be a rear. 


radius rod rose-joint failure in the afternoon which: 


saw him limp back into the pits to face his mentor 
Carlos Pace with a very crumpled rear end. : 
Further down the grid, newly crowned. Swedish, 
F3 champion Conny Ljungfeldt (see Pit &. 
Paddock) was struggling in the Len Terry-built. 


stent aa NE 
Se 


.Parsons) 


bumps! 

Willi Siller’s works Modus had electrical 
gia epee throughout while Lamberto Leoni, 
aving gone well in Italy recently, was, according 
to his team, plain slow, Bartram Schafer, the 
current leader of the German F3 series (and 2nd to 
Giacomelli at Monaco) was trying a brand-new 
Toyota-powered Ralt destined for one of his 
German customers (he’s the Ralt dealer over 
there) and even though his BMW-engined RT1 
remained in the team’s transporter, Bartram 
ersevered with a car that wasn't going too well. 
either was Tony Dron’s Unipart March 
Dolomite (certainly compared with “team-mate” 
while Australian FF ace Paul 
Bernasconi, (having missed most of the first- 
session) had a Toyota engine that was desperately 


tired and in need of a rebuild. 

_ Practice times: 
Boy Hayje eg H-Toyota@ RID) 2.7... 5c i RIGID 1m 28.375 
Geoff Brabham ee REL) 4. ky. pieeeere 1m 28.39s 
Bruno Giacomelli (March-Toyota 763) ............0005 1m 28.62s 
Gianfranco Brancatelli (March-Toyota 763)............ lm 28.72s 
Conny Andersson (March-Toyota 763)...........0200 1m 28.99s 
Geoff Lees eepions oye BAY coat. oa ulemeeer nee 1m 29.00s 
Brett Riley (Modus-Ford M1) ............00eeeeeeues 1m 29.05s 
Tiff Needell (Safir-Toyota RJO5). 0.2... cee eee eee lm 29.09s 
Stephen South (March-Toyota 763). ......... 02.000. 1m 29.18s 
Mike Young (Modus-Toyota M1)............000eeeene 1m 29.19s 
Dick Parsons (Anson-Triumph AS1)..............0%6. 1m 29 
Rupert Keegan (Chevron-Toyota B34 ...........e 000s 1m 29.58s 
Pierre Dieudonne (March-Toyota 743)............5005 1m 29.82s 
lanFlux (Ralt-Toyota RTL)... cic. fog co o-sce 3 occ ss este eben 1m 29.95s 
Paulo Gomes (Modus-Toyota M1):............0000005 1m 29.98s 
Thorkild Thyrring (Ralt-Toyota RT1).............00005 1m 30.11s 

Hagberg (March-Toyota 753)..........scceeeeeeee 1m 30.2. 

Conny Ljungteldt (Viking-Toyota TH1A).............05 1m 30. 
Aryon Cornelson (March-Toyota 763). ..........es5e0. 1m 30.42s 
Huub Rothengatter (March-Toyota 763) ...........00. 1m 30.44s 
Guido Pardini (March-Toyota 763).........0.e0eeeeee 1m 30.67s 
Willi Siller (Modus-Toyota M1)... 1.2... . cece eee eee lm 
Lamberto Leoni (March-Toyota 763) ...............5- 1m 30.81s 
Bertram Schafer (Ralt-Toyota RT1) ..........5 see eee m 
fi feta (Marche DUMpt 708) ii siete a coc cers he ee 1m 30.89s 
Jac Nellemann (Van dla Ye ong 376) wig hee 1m 31.11s 
Paul Bernasconi inen omen RDS os eo nes 00 ee 1m 31.24s 
Ole Vejlund (Ralt-Ford R 1) sa) ee Eee 3 1m 31.38s 
Piergiovanni Tenani (Ralt-Toyota RT1)...........00e0 1m 31.46s 
John Stokes (March-Toyota 753)... 1.0... eee e een es 1m 31.88s 
Richard Hawkins (Ehrlich-Toyota ES56).............. 1m 32.34s 
Ken Silverstone (March-Toyota Moses ea oes 1m 32.61s* 
Giordano Regazzoni te ntieath CANT OS) « a. 's 05, cute ee _.. 1m 34.04s 
Ruedi Gygax (Modus-Triumph M1). ............e0eees 1m 34.97s 
Phil Silverstone (March-Toyota 753) .........+.5eeeee 1m 39.31s 


RACE 

Of those capable of winning from the fall of the 
flag, Giacomelli had to be regarded as favourite. 
Some drivers think that the outside of the front 
row is more advantageous than the accustomed 
pole at the start. Niki Lauda obviously thinks so 
and Giacomelli, a day earlier, demonstrated this 
to the spectating Austrian and several other 
Grand Prix drivers as the green light flashed for 


0”. ; 

As Brabham lagged, Hayje and Giacomelli 
barrelled off up to Paddock, the works March 
fractionally ahead and therefore able to move 
over, take a faster sweeping line through the 
corner, and muscle through. There was a bit of 
wheel bashing, which Hayje admitted afterwards 
and although the Dutchman made to go up the ~ 
side under braking for Druids, the Italian firmly 
shut the door pele yao to pile it on. 

Andersson and Brancatelli were in pursuit 
followed by Brabham, Lees, Keegan (an excellent 
start), Needell, Riley and the rest. Already South 
was out, having had his nosecone removed by an 
unsuspecting Needell at the start. Another first 
lap casualty was Gomes who, having passed 
several cars going into the right hander after 
Dingle Dell, tried to take one more on the outside, 
failed, and went straight on into the Armco! 

__ As the pack of Grand Prix hopefuls hove into 


‘view, Andersson and Brancatelli had pu 


Hayje back a couple of places (Boy having had a 
moment on-the grass) while Lees and Keegan had 
done the same to Brabham. Riley was fending off 

j elit, Young, Flux, Parsons and Leoni while 


L 
N eedell was next, having screwed up at the corner 


behind the pits and lost six valuable places. 
Parsons was the next to go, trying to get inside 

Flux behind the pits which saw the pair collide. 

Parsons retired with a broken rear wheel while 


eventually lost his ait haneeaa a couple of 


while Flux continued, albeit some way back. 

At this stage, with five Bea aes Se 
second man, for Andersson made a slight 
error at Surtees and allowed this team-mate 


through to start what initially looked like a vam 
of Giacomelli. Not so. 
Obviously at allowed to race, 


odd tenth here and there. Meanwhile Hayje and 
Lees were s*eppng pisces seved wo) : lp 


cmugnt Keegan. these 
=5 cars bewmg polled clear of the rest. 


ind them there was another little battling, 


quartet nvolymg Brabham, Lj 
and a recovered Needell, an ; 
having thrown away his early advantage. 

Up t Giacomelli’s lead had been reduced to 
around 0.5s and it looked as if his fellow Italian 
was in a postion to take the lead. 

However Gianfranco’s enthusiasm got the 
better of him exiting Clearways (not for the first 
time this year) and the March got two wheels on 
the grass which ripped off the nosecone. 
Giacomelli had successfully held off his third 
attack and now he had some breathing space for 
there were still a dozen laps to go. 


t, Yo 
with himself a 


Hayje, once clear off the impressive Lees, began. 


to reel in Andersson but he spun on lap 12 and 
dropped down to eighth between Needell and 
Young. Ljungfeldt had just left this bunch, 
having spun off at Paddock and damaged the rear 
end after the front left wheel locked up once too 


often. 

Hayje quickly disposed of Needell and then 
Brabham before charging off after Keegan who. 
obliged by retiring near the end. Then the flying 
Dutchman picked off Riley with a couple of laps 
to 60. It had been a good drive, typical of his 
enthusiastic yet ragged style. 

Riley, having followed Keegan closely for many 
laps, finally flew past the startled BAF driver on 
lap 14 and set off after Lees whom he caught, only 
to have a lurid moment on the oil which just been 
dro ped all over the place by Rupert. Again his 
had been a good drive. | 

Apparently in his efforts to stay on terms with 
both Riley and Lees, Keegan ran over a kerb at 
Paddock, splitting the sump and dropping the 
slippery liquid for almost an entire lap and on the 
line. He retired with two laps still to run. It was 
the first time he had failed-to finish in the BP 
points this year. 

Up front it looked as if Giacomelli had it all 
sewn up but as the track became more slippery, 
Andersson inched closer and closer so that when 
they came up to lap Phil Silverstone’s March at 
Druids on the last lap, he was right behind the. 
works car. 

Bruno chose the long iki round the slow back- 
marker and immediately hit the oil. Andersson 
went for the tighter and clearer inside line and it: 
worked, for while Bruno grappled to keep his car 

ointing the right way, the Swede had stolen the 
ead. But Giacomelli grimly charged on after 
Anderson who, having thought he had won, 
allowed the Italian to get a little too close at 
Stirling’s. A gap was barely there but Bruno took 
it, even if it meant hitting Andersson as well, and 
he was through to retake the lead before anyone 
really knew what had ats Hit Keegan’s retire- 
ment meant that Giacomelli topped the BP charts 
for the first time this year. 

Lees, after an extremely good race underlining 
his talent, held off Hayje’s final charge, while 
Riley and Needell completed the points scorers: 
without any hassle, the latter having overcome 
Brabham towards the end when the Aussie spun 
on the oil at Druids and inadvertently knocked off 
theignition switch, losing him valuable time. 

Brabham’s spin, in itself, caused some minor 
confusion, for while the Safir slipped by unhin- 
dered, the battling Dieudonne and Rothengatter 
were next on the scene and trying to lap the un- 

redictable Giordano Regazzoni at the time. 

ieudonne spun trying to avoid Brabham (he 
claims there were no warning flags) while 
Rothengatter hit the Belgian’s March, doing 
enough damage to eliminate himself, but no-one’ 
‘else, surprisingly. , 

Seventh was Young, he too having suffered 
from a spin en route, and Tony Dron wasn’t far, 
behind, having benefitted from other people’s re- 
tirements. 

It had been an eventful race. 

British Grand Prix 
Brands Hatch, July 17 


20 laps — 52.30 miles 
BP Super Visco Formula 3 championship — round 8 


os pecamen (March-Novamotor/Toyota 763), 29m 57,87s, 
/mph, 

2, Conny Andersson (March-Novamotor/Toyota 763), 29m 58.79s; 
3, Geoff Lees (Chevron-Novamotor/Toyota B34), 30m 03.71s; 

4, Boy Hayje (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 30m 04.70s; 

5, Brett Riley (Modus-Brown/Ford t/c M1), 30m 12.37s; 

6, Tiff Needell (Safir-Novamotor/Toyota RJO5), 30m 22.80s; 

7, Mike Young (Modus-Novamotor/Toyota M1), 30m 42.04s; 
8, Tony Dron (March-/Holbay/Triumph 763), 30m 44.66; 9, pve 
Cornelson (March-Novamotor/Toyota 63), 30m 53.30s; 
10, Thorkild Thyrring (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota_RT1), 
11, Paul Bernasconi oe Senators oyota RT1), 30m 59.84s; 12, 
Jac Nellemann (Van Diemen-Novamotor/Toyota 376), 31m 02.12s; 
13, Ol Vejlund (Ralt-Novamotor/Ford t/c RT1), 31m 02.24s; 
14, Pierre Dieudonne (March-Novamotor/Toyota 743), 31m 06.34s; 
15, lan Flux (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota pr lm 15.94s; 
16, Piergiovani Tenani (Ratt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 31m 16.34s; 
17, Bertram Schafer (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 31m 17. 91s; 
28. Geoff [petten fae Rocsmobied?, Paes pie. Sody Bo, Jabe 

kes ( ch-Nowemotor Toyota ), , Ru ygax 
Modus Nowamotar 7 oyom Ms . 21, Phi Siasione (March- 
Nowemotar"Tawcte 7S2). 1S @ps. 22. Giorceno Regazzoni (March- 
Nowarnoion Sawa “S>. _5 ecs 
Satan. Sec Mar o-Neo “amt” 7 owote 


es iin ge ee oe 


30m 56.02s; 


# 


Early on, Walkinshaw leads Craft, the partially hidden Capri of Vandervell, Rouse, Lloyd and the 


. eventual winner, Woodman. 


RAC GROUP 1 


Vince passes the sauce 


Woodman’s last lap win — Lead changes from Walkinshaw to Craft 
after puncture — Craft's electrical bothers — Bell wins class after 
Rouse retires — Report: BOB CONSTANDUROS 


For the winner to take the lead in thé last 
lap might be enough drama for most people, 
but for there to be three different leaders of 
the race is something out of the ordinary in 
the Keith Prowse saloon car champion- 
ship. First of all, Tom Walkinshaw, using 
new Goodyear tyres in a class of racing 
usually dominated by Dunlop, led for five 


laps in Sunday’s race. But he picked up a. 


puncture, so Chris Craft found himself in 
the lead, closely challenged by Andy 
Rouse’s Triumph Dolomite Sprint. Rouse 
pulled in with an overheating gearbox and 


clutch at three-quarter distance, so then it: 
was Craft on his own. But with a lap to go, - 
the Hammonds Sauce Capri went sick, and. 
Vince Woodman caught him to take a long- . 
overdue win, just reward for persevering 


with his Esso Uniflo Ford Capri during a 


long and frustrating season. Second, and. 


winning his class was Derek Bell driving 
Leyland’s Triumph Dolomite Sprint, closely 
followed by Gerry Marshall, again well to 
the fore in DTV’s Vauxhall Magnum, 
having been dicing with the leading two 
throughout until he lost his brakes during 
the final laps. Even so, the leading three 
were covered by just over two seconds. 
Craft’s reward was fourth place with a 
faulty black box, while fifth was Stuart 
Patterson’s Opel and sixth was Walkinshaw 
who fought back excellently after his tyre 
cite e. The 1301cc to 1600cc class was not 
or 


Williams spun on the oil. While Percy 


Yetired, Williams recovered to win the class. 
--Bernard Unett was again the small class. 


winner, and now leads the championship 
outright. It certainly was a dramatic pre- 
Grand Prix event, and one that showed a 
number of teams with new promise — but 


‘some new Goodyear tyres. The full sto 


in Percy’s Toyota Celica this time for, 
despite a superb battle with Barrie. 
Williams’ sister car, an oil pipe split, and. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The entry was pretty much the same as ever, but 
with some interesting new changes. The main 
change in the big class was the appearance of 
should 
appear elsewhere, but suffice to say that. Tom 
Walkinshaw found some from Goodyear them 
selves which were nice and small and within the 
regs, while some time ago, the Wisharts team 
asked Bernie Ecclestone’s branch of the concern 
to develop some. His were fractionally too wide 
and needed cutting down for the actual race, but a 
saloon tyre war seems inevitable now. The tyres 
were only available for Capris. Brian Muir turned 
up with a new Capri 11 with the bits out of his old 
Capri GT, a brand new car this, destined for Spa 
this weekend, and not fully sorted but “heavier. 
Richard Lloyd’s Ottershaw Opel was in its new 
Vladivar Vodka colours, while Ottershaw also 
helped out Jean Claude Lagniez, a French Opel 
G1 man, running on Michelins, who came to see 
what it was like in Britain. 

Derek Bell pores Andy Rouse in the Leyland 
Cars Triumph Dolomite Sprint team, and the 
smallest class was considerably bolstered. Mare 
Smith turned up in a Renault Elf Racing Renault 
5TL and Jeff Williamson brought along his Tour 
of Britain Mini Cooper S. Motor journalist Rex 
Greenslade made a reappearance in the class of 
racing in another Campari Alfa Romeo Dealer 
Team Alfasud, but sadly, and perhaps fortunately 
for class leader Bernard Unett, neither Richard 
Longman (Mini Cooper S), nor Belgian Michel de 
Deyne (Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti) turned up. 

Practice was held over an hour on Saturday and 
pets to be a triumph for Goodyear 

alkinshaw’s London Sports Car Centre 
Castrol/Hermetite Capri wound up quickest om 
1m 45.87s which compares very well with the 
class lap record of 1m 47.47s. Tom’s ony com 
plaint was that swarf clogged up the fuel pump 
which had to be changed. Beside him was Gordon 
Spice’s MM Plant Hire eape, also on Goodyears. 
On Spice’s car, however, they were knocking the 
front struts. He tried the normal Dunlops but got 
understeer, a common Capri age a Com- 
pieting the front row was Chris in the 

emmonds Sauce’s Capri, sore at not getting the 


RAC GROUP 1 continued 


Goodyears. He to fix some up early on 
Sunday morning but found they needed to be cut 
roe Spice was on Im 46.09s and Craft on 1m 

A3s. E 

Richard Lloyd’s Opel Commodore did 1m 
47.69s, putting in relatively few laps as the front. 
nearside tyre was taking all the weight and over- 
heating, the adjusting shimming taking time. 
Fellow Opel Commodore river Stuart 
Patterson’s Nu Luxe Foam sponsored model sat 
alongside on 1m 48.29s with a more reliable 
engine from GRV. 

ow three was headed by Vince Woodman’s 
Capri, one of those to suffer from understeer, the 
car also jumping out of third gear. Colin 
Vandervell’s Triplex car was similarly afflicted 
after three days’ testing to cut out oversteer, and 
completing the row was Andy Rouse’s Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint. A freak batch of Dunlops proved 
too wide for the Sprint’s rear and they kept 
rubbing so much that he blew one and went off 
but without damage. The same fate befell his new 
team-mate, Derek Bell, who found G1 saloon car 
racing rather unprecise. Bell blew two rears at 
Druids and did few laps. Between the two of them 
was Dave Brodie’s Dealer Team Mazda, still with 
a hack engine (the race one had blown on the 
brake), but it developed a vibration which cut, 
short practice, as well as cutting out itself. 
Eleventh up was Muir in the new Norman Reeves 
Capri 11, sorting it basically. Sharing this fifth 
row was Gerry Marshall’s Vauxhall Magnum, 
detuned again, said Gerry, for reliability, which 
didn’t please him. 

Lagniez was sixteenth fastest behind various 
Beer Mazda, Dolomite Sprint, etc, just in front 
of Win Percy’s class-leading Toyota Celica from 
Samuri Racing and Bradshaw Palton Hire. Percy 
also had understeer problems, which ended his 

ractice when he went off at Clearways, slightly 

maging the front corners although they were 


well repaired for the race. Barrie Williams also. 
had handling problems in the sister Celica with: 


understeer on lefthanders and oversteer on 
righthanders. 

Bernard Unett came next, quickest as usual of 
the small class, finding the gearing just right on 
his Chrysler Avenger, again being some two 
seconds quicker than his nearest adversary, Peter 
Hilliard in his 1.3 Alfa Romeo GT Junior. Marc 
Smith’s Renault 5 TL was next up in the class 
before the hoard of Alfasuds. Simon Kirkby was 
some way back, having blown his up in-practice. 


RACE 


Second race on the Sunday under the clearin 
skies was the 20-lap Keith Prowse round. Wit 
the minimum of bumping and boring, the field fed 
through Paddock in the order, Walkinshaw, Craft 


uri 


Dice of the race was between the two Sam 
Toyota Celicas of Barrie Williams and Win Percy. 


and a superbly starting Marshall, while Bell got 
delayed by others. At Westfield, it was 
Walkinshaw, Craft, Vandervell, Rouse and Lloyd, 
Muir getting a very late start after stalling on the 
grid. By the first lap, Walkinshaw had Craft on 
his tail, then Vandervell came along with Rouse so 
close that Vandervell took to the grass on top 
straight which looked very hairy. Spice, 
Woodman and Marshall followed. Lloyd was an 
early pit visitor with the Piranha ignition (which 
had been changed on factory advice) causing 
misfiring. Once back to normal, the car went like a 
train, but too late. 

Spice pulled off on the second lap with a broken 
throttle cable as the order settled down a little, 


although Walkinshaw was closely followed by’ 


Craft and Rouse, then a slight gap to Vanderve. 
and a larger one to Wo 
Patterson, Bell, and Martin Thomas. In the 
classes, Percy was just ahead of Williams and not 
far behind, Unett led Kirkby and Hilliard. 

The lead battle slowly spread itself out over the 
next few laps. Brodie disappeared, the gearbox 
jammed in fourth, and Muir gave up the struggle 


when the fan belt came off and then his over- 


heating continued. However, behind the three 
leaders, Vandervell was slowly caught by 
Woodman and Marshall. Bell had got by 


Patterson and was pulls away while Percy and: — 


Williams were swapping places in friendly fashion 
not far behind. 

Various errant Alfasuds were dicing so merrily 
at the back that they ran out of road quite 
frequently, showering the track with stones from 
which Walkinshaw got a puncture at five laps, 
dropping him right down to last and leaving Craft 


man, Marshall, 


bunches again, Craft and Rouse, then a gap to 
Marshall and Woodman before Bell, Patterson, 2 
lonely Martin Thomas, Lagniez, Thomas Hunt's 

= and then the two Samuri Celicas, still 
mixing it merrily. Unett was far ahead of his 
ps although Kirkby was keeping up the valiant 
chase. 

Then, on lap twelve, there was smoke from 
Craft’s car, but it didn’t delay him and he con 
tinued to hold off Rouse; Woodman had got the 
better of Marshall as the latter’s tyres went off 
and the brakes faded, so that Derek Bell slowly 
began to catch up. By lap fourteen, he’d got 
within striking distance, and then on lap sixteen, 
lots of pei happened. First, Craft came by on 
his own and Rouse pitted. The Spina gearbox 
had overheated and so had the clutch — he was 
out. Then Percy and Williams came through Clark 
Curve and suddenly there were clouds of smoke. 
Percy had an oil line split, and the closely- 
following Williams spun on his oil. But w 
Percy pulled off at Paddock, Williams continued 
without problems. 

Bell meanwhile had overtaken Marshall and 
was closing on Woodman. Not far in front, Craft 
seemed to have it sewn up despite his smokey 
state but suddenly, on the last lap, the car 
sounded sick, and in that one lap, it slowed 
enough to allow Woodman, Bell and Marshall to 
get by. Craft was inten down to fourth. The 
smoking had been caused by a broken oil seal in 
the rear axle, but this problem was more serious, 
the black box (electrics) having played up. A sad 
finish for him, but a fine one for Woodman and his 
enthusiastic team, 


-RAC Keith Prowse British Saloon Car Championship round 7 
Brands Hatch, July 18, 20 laps 


~ 1, Vince Woodman (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 36m 34.28s, 85.76s; 


2, Derek Bell (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 36m 35.55s; 

3, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 36m 36.39s; 

4, Chris Craft (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 36m 38.06s; 

5, Stuart Patterson (2.8 Open Commodore GS/E), 37m 13.55s; 
6, Tom Walkin shaw (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 37m 21.26s; : 

7, Martin Thomas (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 37m 21.40s; 8, 
Jean-Claude Lagniez (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 37m 46s; 9, 
Thomas Hunt (2.3 Mazda RX3 Coupe), 37m 55.46s; 10, Barrie 
Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 19 laps. 

Over 2300cc to 3000cc: 1, Woodman, 85.76s; 2, Craft; 3. 
Patterson; 4, Walkinshaw; 5, Lagniez; 6, Richard Lloyd (2.8 Opel 
Commodore GS/E). Fastest lap: Walkinshaw, 1m 46.47s, 88.37mph 


(record). ; ° 

Over 1600ccto 2300cc: 1, Bell, 85.71s; 2, Marshall; 3, Thomas; 4, 
Hunt; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint) and Marshall, 1m 47.86s, 87.2 3mph (record). 

Over 1300cc to 1500cc: 1, Williams, 81.37mph; 2, Patrick Cobb 
i Toyota Celica GTO; no other finishers. Fastest lap: Williams, Im 

2.09s, 83.94mph. 

Up to 1300cc: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Chrysler: Avenger G 
79.76mph; 2, Simon aie Alfasud Ti); 3, Rex Greenslade (1 
Alfasun Ti); 4, Peter Hilliard (1.3 Alfa Romeo GT Junior); 5, Dave 
Hedges (1.3 Morris Cooper S); 6, Malcolm Wayne (1.2 Alfasud Ti). 
Fastest lap: Unett, 1m 56.21s, 80.97mph (record). 


SHELLSPORT ESCORTS 


Rouse leads 
the Wild 
Bunch 


Works Leyland/Broadspeed driver Andy 
Rouse established another fine polished per- 
formance to outdrive his rivals in the 
A UTOSPORT readers ShellSport Escort race, 
which opened the Grand Prix proceedings on 
Sunday. The former Escort Mexico 
Champion was fastest in practice, but Mike 
Wilds took the initial lead chased hard by 
Rouse, who took command in the closing 
stages after a good, clean contest. 
Rouse and Wilds had soon pulled clear of the third 
place battling duo of Derek Bell and Nick Whiting, 
with Bell successfully disposing of Brands expert 
Whiting before three of the seven laps were 
completed. A late and fruitless challenge came 
from Tom Walkinshaw and Barrie Williams, both 
of whom circulated in close company and closed 
on Whiting in the closing laps but were still not in 
a@ position to alter the result. 

rian Henton, who joined Rouse and Wilds on 
the front row, went off into the banking at 
Clearways when he lost a wheel, and Tony 
Trimmer also went off, on lap one. Rupert Keegan 
should have been seventh but his Escort blew its 
engme after five laps, while some of the driving 
tactics from some of the others left a lot to be 
desired — in fact just about every car save the 
feet teen on Hered come hoc wenrk cea™ere 


Divina Galica dropped back from her original 
sixth place on the second lap after being involved 
in the Henton accident and she went off for good 


on the fifth lap. Favourite Gerry Marshall and his. 


saloon rival Tony Lanfranchi both retired from an 
unequal struggle with sick engines, leaving Noel 
Edmonds to fend off the rest for seventh place. 
However on the last lap he ended up at the tail of 
the surviving four cars, with-Ted Wentz and 


It couldn’t be closer at Surtees between Derek Bell and Nick Whiting.. 


David Purley virtually dead-heating, fractionally 
ahead of Magee and Edmonds. 


Evening News ShellSport Escort race (7 laps): 1, Andy Rouse, 14m 
50.43s, 73.97mph; 2, Mike Wilds, 14m 50.90s; 3, Derek Bell, 14m 
55.68s; 4, Nick Whiting,“ 14m 55.82s; 5, Tom Walkinshaw, 14m 
56.64s; 6, Barrie Williams, 14m 57.02s; 7, Ted Wentz, 15m 07.92s; 
8, David Purley, 15m 07.92s; 9, Damien Magee, 15m 08.345; 
10, Noe] Edmonds, 15m 08.49s. 

Fastest Lap: Williams, 2m 05.78s, 74.8O0mph. 


* 


SILVERSTONE 


Supersports sort it out 


While the rest of the world was at Brands 
Hatch last weekend, one or two spectators 
happened to drop into Silverstone, perhaps 
by mistake, where one of the great ‘fun’ 
events of clubland was taking place. The 
Birkett Six Hour Relay Race was named 
after its founder, one-time President of the 
750 Motor Club and for many years its chair- 
man, Holland Birkett. Although its future 
has been in doubt at times in recent years, 
there was no shortage of teams this year and 
20 were entered, mostly of five or six cars. 
Each team is handicapped according to its 


composition and in some cases a limit is © 


placed on the number of laps that the fast- 
est runners in a team may do, although only 
one such limit was placed this year. In 
happy contrast to last year, the event was 
held in brilliant sunshine with a cooling 
breeze. 

The winners on scratch were the Tricentrol Cars 
(Dunstable) Clubmans Supersports Team of three 
Gryphons and a U2 Mk16, Tony Norton, Brian 
Green, Sid Marler, Stuart Glass and Alan White. 
This team led throughout the event on scratch 
and were only challenged on the road by the Team 
Porsche 911 of which Peter Lovett made most of 
the running in his superb 3-litre Carrera backed 
up by the three Autofarm Porsche'Centre cars of 
Josh Sadler, Steve Carr and Sue Halkyard, Tim 
Woolley’s 911T Targa, Paul Edwards’ 911E and 
Paul Alexander’s 911S which was unfortunately 
stuffed in the bank at Coose. Lovett was doin 
alternate sessions with each of the other cars an 
did virtually half the running. Their performance 
gained them third place on handicap. 

First on handicap was the almost equally un- 
ruffled team of Coopers Oil Cuubmans U2s which 
made a magnificent effort with only three cars, 
Ian Chapa Don Cressy and Ray Edge who had 
to rebuild completely the suspension on his car 
before completing the last hour. Second on handi- 
cap was the quiet and unobtrusive team of ACs 
from the AC Owners Club, two Ace Bristols for 


‘Peter Mann and Paul Stafford, Roger Flintoft’s 


2.6 litre Ace and David Beales’ potent AC-engined 


Ace., the only major problem on this road tyre- 


equips team being the ailing gearbox in Paul 
Stafford’s car. 


In contrast some of the other teams were in dire 


trouble quite early on, the HSCC Lotus 23 Team - 


having Brian Cocks in with a. suspect dropped 
valve in his twin-cam. Alan Brownlee broke a top 
wishbone and was muttering dark Gaelic at his co- 
driver, David Dawson’s F2 BRM-engined 23 had 
the exhaust pipe break off and the battery went 
flat, and the last remaining runner, Brian Baker, 
panes in after 4} hours, hard luck after the team 

ad climbed to second on handicap after the first 
hour. The other HSCC team was leaning heavily 
on its fastest car, the electrifyingly fast Lister- 
Corvette of John Beasley, because a succession of 


ills had befallen all but one of its other members, . 


and even the Lister succumbed to the heat in the 


end. Bob Owen’s complex Maserati T151 was’ 


sett most of the time it was running, then 
started to smoke (oil on its exhaust) whereupon 
the driver fired the extinguishers which did not 
ges the engine. Mark Rigg’s Lamborghini 

iura was protesting at the continual fast runn- 
ing, throwing out oil and water. Brewster 
Righter’s handsome Cobra blew a head gasket 


after showering its driver with water almost as 
soon as he took the beast out. Bob Linwood’s 
TVR Griffith was running very reliably and 
resisting the temptation to make its habitual spin 
every five laps but the Lister started to pour oil 
out of its diff and then there was one, the TVR, 


. with more than 23 hours to go. Therefore the team 


retired. 
Fourth on scratch but only eighth on handicap 
was the Jaguar Drivers’ Club team and they, 


managed by John Quick, had their share of 
problems too, with Guy Bedington’s V12 E-type 
giving fairly constant fuel injection problems and 

ohn Oxborough’s ‘E’ type epg after hitting 
a small boulder at Becketts. The o 


Robin Cardwell, David Moore and Brian Murphy 
were circulating without obvious bothers but 
Richard Scantlebury’s car came in with dramatic 


~ overheating. Remarkably, the Reading Centre 


F 1300s finished fifth on Scratch and seventh on 
handicap, holding this position for most of the 
event despite losing Chris Kite’s Perigree with a 
broken crank and Peter Lloyd’s Nomad with a 
failed scavenge pump. This left Phil Lloyd and 
Charles Allen in a U2 and Peter Grzelinski and 


Sullivan Tailour in a Bladon to carry the team 


sash. 

Sixth on scratch were the Print Room Midgets, 
fifth on handicap, with Robbie Gordon, Martin 
Wilson, Keith Ashby and Richard Oliver in 
Midgets and the Sprites of Barrie Mutlow and 
Michael Chalk. Seventh on scratch, twelfth on 
handicap was the Superstat team of bellowin 
Aston DBs and one XK 120. The latter car, Ro 
Bolwell’s, blew a gasket and Jim Murray’s DB2/4 
lost oil pressure but the DB4s of the Reades, Ian 
Moss and Peter Foster ran like trains, albeit 
rather noisy ones. Eighth on scratch, thirteenth 
on handicap were the Middlesex Polytechnic 
Libra Morgans, four Plus 8s and two 4/4s, all 


entered by Shellsport. Ninth on scratch, but a_ 


satisfyng fourth on handicap were the Spare 
Sports, losing Millers noisy but slow SP250 early 


Richard Williams takes the sash from Ian Mous to Geoff Reade in the Superstat team. 


er E-types of 


The winning Tricenitrol Cars (Dunstable) Ltd. Clubmans Super Sports an look pleased with the result. 


latter a piston) and also the two 1600 MGAs 
of Pat Lees and Alan Ward. 

The Woolbridge Motor club were 10th and 11th. 
scratch and handicap, the HSCC Team Climax 
lost Mike Ostroumoff’s Lola in the first few 
minutes with a- blown clutch, leaving Ian 
Holliday’s Lola, the Lotus 11s of Alan Hall/Bil 
Friend and Ken Booth to soldier on with Paul 
Emery in Richard Falconer’s Emeryson. Paul 
dozed peacefully in the car between sessions and 
had to be woken up when a sash change was 
imminent. 


_ ROBIN REW 


Six Hour Trophy (Scratch winners): Tricentrol Cars (Dunstable) 
Ltd Clubmans Super Sports, 345 laps. Huntland Trophy Mag 
winners): Coopers Oil Clubmans, 317 laps. Comma Oils Tro 
(Scratch class awards): Midgets, 297 laps; Porsche Team 911, 
laps; Reading Centre F1300, 307 laps; HSCC Team Climax, 273 
laps; Tunbridge Wells 750F, 238 ape Andreason Trophy: AC 

ners’ Club, 249 laps. Dunlop Leader awards: Tricentro! 
Clubmans; Porsche Team 911, Coopers Oil Clubmans. 


KIRKISTOWN 


Tough times 


for Tyndall 


“It’s just not on”, wailed a distraught Plum 
Tyndall after his immaculate Onsala Homes 
Firenza had been savaged by another car in 
the Production Saloon race at Kirkistown 
last Saturday. This was the 14th time his car 


_ had been hit by another in the short Irish 


season so far and if such strong arm tactics 
continue it will surely halt the encouraging 
growth of entries in this relatively inexpen- 
sive form of racing — however exciting it 
may all be for the spectators and even the 
Press. 

There was a similar incident in the Formula 
Atlantic race when some extremely ill-judged 
driving by Harold McGarrity removed race leader 
Jay Pollock from contention after 12 of the 15 
laps. Most people had foreseen some sort of 
tangle as, right from the start Harold, in his 
Chevron B27, had been trying to take the lead 
from Jay’s Protect-A-Car Crosslé by means of 
ultra-late braking down the inside line at the 
Hairpin. Pollock was not to be outdone by such 
tactics and as the race proceeded the Chevron’s 
antics got wilder and wilder. Then, on lap 12, the 
inevitable Ne tus and the the Chevron T-boned 
the Crosslé off the track, leaving Pollock with « 
stalled engine. McGarrity continued (the nose 
cone flapping in the breeze) to an easy win while 
Pollock retarted just in time to hold off the hard 
driven Lotus 69 of Eddie Jordan. 

Harold later on said that one of the front brakes 
was grabbing. If this was the case surely it would 
have been prudent to have braked in a manner 
less calculated to jeopardise the chances of his 
fellow competitors. And what of Patsy 
McGarrity? For two laps he led the race but then 
his Chevron went on te three cylinders and that 


> 


KIRKISTOWN continued 


was his race run. Two well-known faces made their 
single seater debuts in this race — Mike Nugent 
and Rosemary Smith, and they finished in fourth 
and fifth places respectively. 

This pair had been the stars of the combined 
Saloon and Modsports race which opened the 
day’s programme. Nugent’s Elan took the lead 
from Rosemary’s very quick Escort FVC from the 
start and although there was never much between 
the cars the Elan gradually eased away until, on 
the last lap, the Escort came out of the Hairpin 
first with the Elan slowing down. Two punctures 
on the one side of the car accounted for this 
sudden reversal. Behind Kenny Allen’s Clan 
Crusader, Jim McClements drove High 
McMaster’s 1293 Cooper into fourth place, but 
Ian Woodside’s previously very fast ene 
dropped back early on with almost total brake 
failure. 

The Formula Ford race was virtually a repeat of 
the last one at Kirkistown, with the Crosslés of 
Trevor Perpeiton. Mike Phillips and Harry 
Acheson fighting it out. Tempelton again led 

_ where it counted — at the chequered flag — but 
Phillips was always right there and had the 
consolation of setting fast lap. These two fine 
young drivers are a credit to their respective 
famous fathers and one looks forward to seein 
them in more powerful machinery next year. “Ol 
Harry” wasa slightly distant third at the end. 

In his first season Russell Connell has emerged 
as the man to beat in the Production Saloon 
category and his immaculate ex-Mike Smith Capri 
led this 15-lap race from start to finish. Second 
piace was taken by Raymond Piggott after 

ending off the late-braking tactics of Joe 
Greenan in a similar Mki Capri 3000 with yet 
another Capri, driven by Laurence Davison, in 


Jay Pollock (Crossié) abaee to berammed by Harold McGarrity’s Chevron during the FA race. 


fourth place. Most of the rést of the field was a bit 
read out and Ray Moore was fifth in his Mazda 

X3 after his usual sparring partner George 
Windrum’s similar car lost its brakes early on. 
Towards the back of the field the Honda Civics of 
Tim Irvine and Gerry McGarrity had their usual 
neck-and-neck struggle with the Chatham car of 
Irvine just getting ahead on the last lap. Despite 
the mangled side panel and door Plum Tyndall 
had the consolation of winning his class. 

Joe Greenan led the Invitation Formula Ford 
race for half a lap until he spun and thereafter 
Alan Cahoon and Kenneth Acheson disputed the 
lead for the rest of the race until the latter spun at 
the hates on the last lap. This left Cahoon first 
at the flag but. then he was excluded from the 
official results, leaving Joe Greenan the victor. 


ESLER CRAWFORD 


Modified saloons and sports cars (10 laps): 1, Rosemary Smith 
(Escort-FVA), 10m 52.6s, 84.25mph; 2, Mike Nugent (Lotus Elan), 
10m 54s; 3, Kenny Allen (Clan Crusader), 11m 28.6s; 4, Jim 
pale (BLMC Mini), 11m 36.2s. Fastest lap: Nugent, 1m 3s,* 

.27mph. 

Formula Ford (15 laps): 1, Trevor Ag ae (roses 16m 28.8s, 
83.41mph; 2, Mike Phillips (Crosské), 16m 29.2s; 3, Harry Acheson 
(Crosslé), 16m 36.4s; 4, Jack Davidson (Junior) (Crossié), 16m 
46 8s. Fastest lap: Phillips, 1m 4.2s, 85.64mph. 

Formula Atlantic (15 laps): 1, Harold McGarrity (Chevron B27), 
14m 28.4s, 94.98mph; 2, Jay Pollock (Crosslé), 14m 44.2s; 3, Eddie 
Jordan (Lotus 69), 14m 44.6s; 4, Mike Nugent, 15m 25.2s. Fastest 
lap: Pollock, 55.6s, 98.89mph. 

Production saloons tae sg ime 1, Russell Connell (3.0 Capri), 19m 
30.8s, 70.44mph; 2, Ray ott (3.0 Capri), 19m 37.8s; 3, Joe 
Greenan (3.0 Capri), 19m 43.8s; 4, Lawrence Davison (3.0 Capri), 
19m 48s. Class winners: Ray Moore (Mazda RX3), Plum Tyndall 
(Vauxhall Firenza), Tom Irvine (Honda Civic). Fastest lap: Connell, 
1m 166s, 71.78mph. 

Formula Ford Invitation (10 laps): 1, Alan Cahoun oo llm 
12.8s, so 2am 2, Joe Greenan (Crossié), 11m 18.6s; 3, Robert 
‘Ambrose; 4, Nat Ferguson (Crossié), lim 29.4s. Fastest lap: 
Kenneth Acheson (Cross), 1m 5s, 84.59mph. 

Open Handicap (10 laps): 1, James McCullough nL Sprite): 12m 47s, 
64.52mph; 2, Ruth Elliot (Colt Celeste), 12m 48.2s; 3, Brendan 
Greenan (Escort), 12m 58.2s; 4, Arnie Black (Vauxhall Firenza), 13m 
eA ache lap: John McCullough (Lotus Europa), 1m 11.2s, 

.22mph. 


John Kirk’s Davrian leads Mahon’s Midget, Allen’s Clan and Baker’s Ginetta on the opening lap of the 


‘ invitation modsports feature at Mondello. 


MONDELLO PARK 


Scots steal 
the scene 


At the Leinster MC’s Semperit-sponsored 
meeting on July 11, the dominant 

were once again Patsy McGarrity © 
Atlantic), Trevor Templeton (FF1600), Ed 
Mahon (modsports) and Stee Griffin (small 
saloons). Variety was added by an invasion 
of Scottish drivers, Peter Baker winning the 
modsports invitation feature race im a 
Ginetta. : 

Colin Lees in a Van Diemen won the opening race, 
for Class B Supersports and those who failed to 
make the Formula Ford grid. Ian Averill was the 
best of the Supersports drivers in sixth s 
Mick Roe (Royale) led the FF 1600 race for 12 laps 
until Trevor Templeton slipped through to take 


. the lead on the 13th lap in his Crosslé. Roe 


dropped back to 1.4 secs at the flag; Harry 
Acheson occupied his customary third place in his 
‘Crosslé. 

Ee Mahon Se his unbeetee: rete in 
‘modsports, and after passing Morgan Dempsey 
he ran away to win by Saocal IM rest of the Field 
was pretty well strung out behind the first pair, 
led by P. J. Fallon, all in Spridgets. 

Des Donnelly made a demon start to lead the F 
Atlantic pack in Gerry Kinnane’s March 74B, but 
by half-distance he suffered a power loss and 
Patsy McGarrity took the lead in his Chevron 
B29. Derek Shortall in the Vista Chevron came up 


to challenge Donnelly, getting too close at Dunlop 


and smashing the nosecone against a rear whee 
of the March. Patsy had over 5secs to spare at the 
finish, but there was only 0.4secs between 
Danseey. and Shortall. 

The Production Saloon car race provided the 
only full grid of the api. 8 and Joey Greenan 
rapidly asserted himself as the leader in a 3-litre 
ou detaching himself from a quartet made up 
of Russell Connell (3-litre Capri), Plum Tynd 
(Onsala Vauxhall Magnum), Ray Moore (Mazda 
RX83) and Larry Mooney (Audi 80GT), this group 
setting away from the een Mazda pair of 
Windrum and Sparkes. On the last bend Mooney 
made his bid and was rewarded with third place 
only inches in front of Tyndall, with Moore only 
0.6secs behind. Newport claimed sixth having 
disposed of Windrum and Sparkes. 

tland’s John Kirk led off in the modsports 
invitation but his race was short lived for the little 
‘Davrian retired after only two laps. Fellow Scot 
Peter Baker, no stranger to Mondello, took over 
‘in his 1850 Ginetta-Ford twin-cam, but Kenny 
Allen in the Im epee Clan Crusader gave 
hard chase. Ed on drove a very spirited race 
to finish only four seconds behind the lightweight 
Clan in his MG Midget. 

In the absence of Rose Smith’s Escort- 
FVC, Mattie McNamara had it all to himself in 
the modified saloon race with his similar car. Stee 
Griffin was again runner-up and 1350cc class 
winner in the Smarties Mini. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


Formula Ford/Supersports (7 laps): 1, Colin Lees ed Diemen 
8m 08.0s, 64.03mph; 2, M. Boyle (Crosské 20F), 8m 19.8s; 3, F. 
Monghe (Van Diemen), 8m 20.0s; 4, T. Campbell (Lotus 69), 8m” 
26.0s; 5, Cyril poets rosslé 20F);.8m 33.8s; 6, lan Averill (Mallock 
98 9m 04.6s. Fastest lap: Lees, 1m 08.2s, 65.45mph. 

__ Formula Ford 1600 (15 taps): 1, Trevor Templeton (Crossié — 
16m 04.8s, 69.40mph; 2, Mick Roe (Royale RP21), 16m 06.2s; 3, 
Harry Acheson (Crosslé 30F), 16m 09.0s; 4, Mike Phillips (Crossié 
30F), 16m 10.2s; 5, Paraic ney (Merlyn Mk29), 16m 23.4s; 6, 
Alan Cahoon (Crossié 25F), 16m 39.4s. Fastest lap: Templeton, Im 
03.0s; 70.86mph (equals ead : 

Modsports (10 laps): 1, Ed Mahon (1.3 MG Midget), 11m 17.4s, 
66.19mph; 2 Morgan Dempsey (1.3 MG Midget), 11m 25.4s; 3, P. J. 
Fallon (1.3 MG Midget), 11m 36.0s; 4, Brian Tuite (A. H. Sprite), 
11m 53.6s; 5, Dave Waters (A.H. Sprite), 12m 15.4s; 6, Franchine 
He peed Midget), 12m 16.4s. Fastest lap: Mahon, 1m 05.8s. 


ph. 
Formula Atlantic (10 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity Am: B29), 9m 
33.6s, 77.82mph; 2, Derek Shortall (Chevron B27), 9m 38.4s; 3. 
Des Donnelly (March 74B), 9m 48.8s (incl. 10sec penaity); 4, Harold 
McGarrity (Chevron ee 9m 57.8s; 5, Eddie Jordan (Lotus 69), Sam 
57.8s; 6, Tom O'Leary (Brabham BT40), 10m 02.0s. Fastest lap: © 
McGarrity, 56.0s, 79.71mph. 

Production Saloons (10 oss 1, Joe Greenan (3.0 Ford Capni, 
13m 02.0s, 57.08mph; 2, Russell Connell (3.0 Ford Capri), iam 
07.8s; 3, Larry Mooney (Audi 80GT), 13m 08.4s; 4, Alan Tyndall 
Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 13m 08.4s; 5, Ray Moore (Mazda 
13m 09.0s; 6, Fintan Newport (Ford Escort RS2 Mk1) 13m 
10.2s. tomy rhs Greenan, 1m 17.0s, 57.97mph. 

Invitation Modsports (10 laps): 1, Peter Baker (1.8 Ginetta-Ford 
tic), 11m 06.0s, 67.03mph; 2, Kenny Allen (1.1 Clan Crusader), Lim 
06.8s; 3, Ed Mahon (1.3 MG Midget) 1lm 10.8s; 4, Brendan Lynct 
(1.3 MG Midget), 11m 42.4s; 5, P. J. Fallon (1.3 MG Midget), Liss 
444s. Fastest lap: Allen & Mahon, 1m 05.2s, 68.47mph. 

ial Saloons (10 laps): 1, Mattie McNamara (2.0 Ford Escort- 
FVC), 11m 14.0s, 66.23mph; 2, Stee Griffin (1.3 Mini Cooper S), 
11m 27.4s; 3, Cyril McCabe 0.3 Mini 5). 11m 54.8s: 4, Bod 
Bradley (1.3 Mini Cooper S) 12m 206s Fastest ag: McNamer 
062s. 67 43mmh 
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Smith FF inlet manifold |i 


decision causes concern 


Veteran engine builder Alan Smith, 
had his Formula Ford engine appeal 


to the RAC go against him last week, . 


following the strip of both Bernard 
Devaney’s and John Bright’s 
engines at Silverstone on May 31. 
The original action was concerning 
the flash in the inlet manifold bores 
that had been removed, principally 
for the American market. Alan 
Smith is prepared to accept that in 
removing the flash, they have com- 
mitted a technical offence, but some 
of the other facets of the affair cause 
concern. 

The sequence of events started in 
April when, at a DJM round at 
Silverstone, the engines of Bright, 
Derek Daly, and Bernard Devaney 
were sealed. Devaney’s engine was 


amongst others, declared legal. Then 


at Thruxton in May, the carburettor 
and inlet manifolds were stripped 
and from among these, a different 
scrutineer pronounced John Bright’s 
engine legal. Later that month at 
Cadwell Park, Bright’s inlet mani 
fold was again sealed, but a week 
later at Silverstone, both his and 
Devaney’s inlet manifolds were 
removed and declared illegal by 
another scrutineer. 

In June, according to Smith, when 
Devaney was unable to be present, a 
meeting was held at Snetterton. The 
scrutineer from the first Silverstone 
and Cadwell was unable to be 
present, but anyway, the man who 
subsequently declared them illegal 
said he did not recognise his: 


authority and the decision went 
against Bright and Devaney. 

What concerns Smith is that one 
scrutineer may declare an engine 
legal, giving no cause for worry, and 
then another may come along and 
say it isn’t. Smith says that he’s 
always considered that a scrutiny is 
an official statement and could be 
used as a guideline for future action, 
and consequently, subsequent to the 
first scrutiny, his future engines 
were prepared accordingly. As Smith 
says, “it appears, however, that any 
one scrutineer’s decision need not 
necessarily be considered valid by 
another, which, in the particularly 
competitive field of FF where any 
successful. engine is certain to be 
protested sooner or later, appears 
most unsatisfactory”. 

Smith calls for a system of identi- 
fying an engine, which would a; 
protect the scrutineer from a builder 
changing items after scrutiny and b; 
safeguard the builder for any 
scrutineer being able to say that he 
cannot with certainty i eT a 
particular item as one which he had 
previously inspected and approved, 
which is what has happened in 
Smith’s case. 

From a personal point of view, 
Smith adds that this has been most 
unrewarding. He has spent much 
time at enquiries, and in.cash terms, 
he is having to replace manifolds on 
engines produced in this country to 
the spec originally approved by the 
first scrutineer. 


Davies /Jones beat Davies /Jones 


Current leader of the Welsh Road 
Rally Championship Howard Davies 
confirmed his top placing when he 
scored his seond win in succession 
last Saturday night on the Aberdare 
MC’s Midnight Rally, a short but 
tight 120 mile event in central 
Wales. 

Navigated by Phil Jones and using 
his regular RS 2000, Davies won the 
rally by just over a minute from arch 
rival 
Jones with him in their RS 2000. 

Some 70 crews started out from 
Llanwrtyd Wells and most of the 
tough action was in the first half 
with nine of the 13 selectives 
crammed into the event before it 
reached halfway at Croww Houses. 


‘Howard Davies was quickly into his ' 


stride and moved into a lead of 
around a minute but threw most of 
this away when he wrong slotted on 
the longest selective of the night 
which was the last one before petrol. 
Recovering from his mistake cost 


Chairman on the rostrum 


Kidderminster CC’s production car 
trial — a round of the AMMC 
ee tion ship — was won last 
Sunday by Dudley and District CC 
chairman Dennis Wells in his Skoda. 
On 32 sections on a hard and dusty 
site near Neon Sollars, Bewdley, he 
dropped 41 marks to beat fellow cub 
member Malcolm Brown (Sprite), by 
a narrow margin on index. 
Newcomer to the series and leader 
of the clubmans category in the 
championship George Harrison from 
Glossop took his Mini to a narrow 


ric Davies who had David . 


him almost all of his lead over Eric 
who, although making the same 
mistake, recovered quickly and lost 
very little time as a result of his 
error. 

The Davies were only a second 
apart at the break but Howard 
steamed off thereafter to record his 

urth win in the series and establish 
himself a clear favourite. 

‘Behind Eric Davies came Jeff 
James who had a very good run in 
his RS 1800 in company with Colin 
Francis and they were comfortably 
ahead of Steve Courtney and Peter 
Watts in yet another Escort. 

Twenty four seconds behind them 
in fifth were Gwynfad Evans and 
Martin Thomas (Escort) and Mal 
Stuart and Paul Copner brought 
their Cooper S into sixth place. . 


1, H. Davies/P. Jones (RS 2000), 1766s; 2, E. 
Davies/D. Jones (RS 2000), 1828s; 3, J. James/C. 
Francis (RS 1800), 1947s; 4, S. Courtney/P. Watts 
Escort), 2041s; 5, G. Evans/M. Thomas (Escort), . 

5s; 6, M. Stuart/P. Copner (Escort), 2101s. 


breaking the diff early on. 

Phil Shaw’s Mexico chased Wells 
as hard as possible but ended the 
day six marks adrift but an easy 
class winner and Malcolm Brown 
swamped the opposition in the 
sports car class. The Imp class 
produced a fine battle with victory 
eventually going to Robert 
Gilhooley’s Imp on 83 marks, three 
fewer than Ivor Gilmour who headed 
Reg Fitt by two marks. 


Overall: D. Wells (Skoda), 41 marks iost. 

Class winners: G. Harrison (Mini), 48 marks; 
Shew (Mexico), 47 marks, M oe 
maras, —. Gépooty (sap). Ss m 


mumster- J. Hodgson (Mir) SE marks 


es 
% 
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main Nogaro Clubmans race. 


David Manley, Peter Deal and Creighton Brown dice in the later stages of the © 


Adams Le Vainqueur 


By all accounts, the Clubmans 
Register visit to Nogaro in South 
Western France was a tremendous 
success. Apart from the subsequent 
high-jinx after it was all over at a 
superb party given by the English 
sponsors Altergo International, 
where Clubmen consumed beverage 
in the considerable quantities to 
which they are accustomed, the 
racing was pretty good too. 

Winner of the initial 15 lap 
Clubmans event was Nick Adams, 
by a considerable distance from 
Peter Cook’s Hustler. Equipe 
‘Ardmore brought down Adams’ and 
Creighton Brown’s U2s early for the 
‘race and proceeded to do much test- 


' ing, despite the provision of two one 


hour official practice sessions. It was 
Adams who wound up quickest by 
l.ls on 1m 19.4s in each session, 
with Peter Cook next up, and just 
0.1s behind was Richard Mallock in 
Mike Lane’s U2. Just a second 
covered: the next seven drivers; 
Creighton Brown, Vernon Davies. 
David Manley, Chris Greville-Smith, 
Tony Norton, Peter Deal and Steve 
Russell. 

At the start, Nick Adams went 
straight into the lead pursued by 
Cook, Davies, Deal, Greville-Smith, 
Manley, Brown, Russell, Ruari 


Wells on top 


After eight rounds in the AMMC 
Production Car Trials Championship 
the experts class is led by Dennis 
Wells (Skoda) on 63pts with Mike 
Stephens (Mexico), 59pts in second 
place one ahead of Malcolm Brown 


iP prite). 
e clubmans class is led by 
George Harrison’s Mini on 94pts, 
five ahead of Steve Bradbury’s 
Sprite with Stuart Caley (Mini) third. 
e novice class is led by Dave Allitt 
(Mini), on 89pts from Mrs Gale 
Warrington (Mini), on 78pts with 
Andrew Lees (Mid get), thir 


@ Former F1300 champion Mike 
‘Taylor had his Crosslé written off 
recently by his protege, Steve Allan 
and is subsequently without a 
chassis. If anyone has a spare they 
could lend him until his own is 
repaired, would they ring Mike on 
Gloucester 27682. 


@ The Royale RP21A makes its Scot- 
tish ‘racing debut this weekend at 
Ingliston when Cameron Binnie 
takes his new model north of the 
border. Binnie, who’s sponsored by 
Coquetdale Outdoor Pursuits and 
Caravan Park in the rural district of 
Rothbury, Northumberland, has 
been racing a Hawke DL2A. He’ll 
stay up north for most of the re- 
mainder of the season, coming south 
at the end of the year for the big 
Brands and Thruxton FF meetings 


Gillies’ new Diamond and the rest. 
Cook tried desperately to. stay on 
terms with Adams, but slowly he 
puis away and Cook was just to 
ollow. 

In third was Davies pursued b 
Deal, and Greville-Smith, but on this 
third lap, Deal dropped to tenth with 
a spin. Behind Davies, however, G-S. 
Brown and Manley were all locked in 
a great dice. Their’s was one focal 
pores the other was Deal who fought 

ack up through the field. However, 
Greville-Smith had a De Dion tube 
mounting come loose so he was out, 
and then Davies broke a half shaft. 
After ten laps, the order was Adams, 
Cook, Manley, Brown, Deal, Gillies 
and Russell. Deal and Brown then 
diced mightily but Deal’s final 
mower ponea too much one he 

op lown again, only to closeup 
to 0.38 by the end. gen place was 
resolved in the order Norton, Russell 
before Gillies. 

As there was also a Formule Seat 
entry, so the Clubmen were mixed 
with Spaniards and the French G 546 
people, but once more, the British 
were supreme and Manley took the — 
honours this time after a race long 
battle with Adams. A Spaniard was 
also in there for a while, but third 
‘came Peter Deal followed by Russell. 


Smith beats 
Messent this 
time 


Sunday’s NDRC meeting at Snetter- 
ton on Sunday was well-received if 
the entry was a little thin. A number 
of new cars appeared from the local 
area, mainly contesting the lower 
classes. Main event of the day was 
the third round of the Gauloises Pro 
Comp series where Mike Hall quali 
fied fastest in 7.8s, beating Jim Read 
in the first heat and comin 
against Jim Rowatt in the 
Rowatt having beaten Liz Burn. It 
was Hall who took final honours, 
beating Rowatt 7.9s to 8.4s. 

Middle Comp again went to Jason 
Smith, the man who beat Sue Coles 
recently, but this time he put it over 
Bob Messent’s Stripteaser, 10.958 to 
11.038s. The youngest Page, Gary. 
won Senior Comp to beat Dick 
Sharpe 9.87s to 10.38s, while Pre 
Stock was made up to four by the = 
clusion of Gary Andrews’ Escor 
Chevrolet. However, it was back 
down to three when John Ledsters 
gearbox and prop shaft dismmte 

ated. Tony ickson’s Nowe 

amaro beat Wiffy Smith in the first 
heat, 10.92s/126 mph to 10.85s/127 
mph, and then went on to meet 
Andrews in the final, but never made 
it when his ignition switch burnt out 
and Andrews cruised home in the 13s 


— 
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John Ravenscroft took the F1 Token to BTD and a new course record at: 


Curborough on Sunday. 


Ravenscroft’s record 


John Ravenscroft broke the two year 
old course record at Curborough 
near Lichfield last Sunday at the 
Morgan Sports Car Club meeting. 
On his second.run in his recently 
acquired Formula One Token-DFV, 
he clipped just over a tenth of a 
second off the record held by Bob 
Rose and stopped the watches at 31s 
dead. This is the first time that. 
Ravenscroft has held a record at 
Curborough in more than five years 
competition. 

Another grod performance came 
from Tony Southall in the combined 
sports racing/single seater class, In 
his Mallock U2 he clipped half a 
second off the up to 1600 cc sports 
racing car record in 32.3s. 

The battle of the Porsches in class. 
five went to Malcolm Ormein his 911 
beating R. Dodkins and R. Penzer 
by almost a second. Bay il Baxter, 
normally champion of the big 


Stringer’s error 
means BID 
for Smith 


A mistake on the sixth test cost 
Steve Stringer BTD when Bath MC’ 
as host to 23 contestants in the 

TRDA Autotest Championship at 
the Avon Tyres car park at 
Melksham last Sunday. This let in 
his old riva) Trevor Smith ta collect 
the top prize after the pair had 
enjoyed a fine tussle on 16 tests. 

Smith, in his Midget, won with a 
total of 564.8s with Stringer settling 
for a class win on 571.48. 

Nick Yoward was well up with 
John Larkin in the second of the four 
classes but he blotted his copybook 
well and truly with a wrong test and 
a penalty and Larkin’ eased off 
knowing he had a comfortable win. 
George Holland made a welcome 

pearance and was doing well until 
his Cooper threw a rod. 

The much travelled John Calton' 
again won his class with the Mexico 
beating Mike Herbert (Escort Sport) 
by more than half a minute. 

STD. T. Smith (Midget) 564.8, ae 

Class winners: S. (Mai), 7128s; J. Larkin 
(Clubman GT), 627.0s; J. Calton (Mexico), 694.4s; 
S. Stringer (Lotus 7) 5714s. 


® Richard Mallock and Alan Webb 
both b t home damaged cars 
from the Clubmans trip to Nogaro 
due to a startline incdent when 
Mallock had no drive to his wheels 
and Webb came charging into the 
back of him Both cars were badly 
damaged 


capacity modsports class, suffered a 
rare defeat at the hands of David 
Rutherford who beat him by 0.1s in 
his Morgan 4/4 in 36s. Alan Woode, 


nearly always a front runner in this. 
Se was down to third with his’ 


Rutherford double.entered his car 
and was only 0.4s slower in taking 
the class for Morgans up to 2138cc. 
Ray Meredith was second in a 
similar car fitted with a BDA unit 
beating M. Duncan in the same car 
by a tenth of a second. 


Jeffries sin, 38.5s; M. 
40.4s; R. 8s; D. 
Morgan 4/4), 86s; Rutherford, 36.4s; C. Smedley 
Morgan Plus 8 hd nine wy (Mallock U2), 
re rophy: 
35.9s; Alan Smit! proms ( dg Morgan): P. wd 
jorge ees 8), 37.6s; Novice: T. Panter (Malloc 
5s. 


Bevan returns 


Dusting the cobwebs off his famous 
Naveb Special, John Bevan returned 
from retirement briefly last Sunday 
to collect BTD with consumate ease 


‘at the Cosmopolitan AC’s autocross 


at the Portsmouth city airport. On a 
1,000 yds course, Bevan nipped 
round in 125.4s, over four seconds 
quicker than the rest of the field of 
73 cars. Three Minis did themselves 
no good when they rolled in practice 
and an Escort was damag 
the class runs when it overturned. 

Neath brothers Jeff and John 
Hawkins collected first and third 
with their Minis in the small 
capacity class, Jeff winning by a 
second from local man Ivan Gill. 
Another Welsh victory was recorded 
by Clive . eman in his 
Escort/ Anglia battle with Bob Mack. 
Trueman (Escort) won by eight 
tenths in one of the best struggles of 
the afternoon. Dave Hopkins was an 
easy winner of the rear engined class 
with his Imp finishing nearly four 
seconds up on the rest and Derek 
Wedmore had an equally emphatic 
win in the 1-litre Mini class. 
A rare autocross appearance was 
ut in by Dave Fuell in his full blown 
DA Escort and he had nearly four 
seconds in hand over Graham 
Allan’s Anglia. Tom Airey, in his 
quick Mini, collected the big engined 
Miniclass and had second BTD. 

BTD: J. Bevan (Naveb), 125.4s. 
eee ae 
157.8s; D. Hopkins (Imp), 146 


Mini), 14265, ©. 
ins pre), 
2s: D. Wi ba 


| 1976, 2.30p.m., 


during: 


RAC open 


Once again, the | 
Commitfee are giving competitors 
the chance to discuss their form of 
racing by holding five different open 
day meetings during August. The 
idea of these is to iron out any 
foreseen problems which may have 
arisen, or look likely to arise, and 
hence get them sorted before next 
year’s competition calendar and Blue 
Book is published. Any suggestions 
or questions should be sent to the 
RAC before August 1 so that a 
piope 2 enda et A drawn up. 

e individual classes involved are 


as follows. August 16 is the day 


when Formula Ford 1600 and 2000 
may be discussed, the former in the 
morning and the latter in the 
afternoon. August 17 is saloon car 
day, with production saloons in the 
morning and special saloons in the 
afternoon. Finally, modsports come 
under discussion on August 18. 

The same considerations apply to 
the open day for the Rallies com- 
mittee which is on August 12 and 
finally, the Speed Events committee 


is proposing that its open day should 


be on the morning of October 30. 


North east 
road rally 
closed season 


At the recent meeting of.the Asso- 
ciation of North East and Cumbria 
Car Clubs, it was decided that the 
1977 Road Rally Championship 
would have a closed season from 
April to August (inclusive) in an 
attempt to eliminate competitive 
motoring during daylight hours. 
This will require the reorganis- 
ation of the entire rally calendar, and 
should enable a 9 or 10 event series 
to be held with regular 3 week inter- 
vals between events. A meeting 
between the Road Rally Champion- 
ship Committee and all organisers 

ili take place on Sunday, August 1, 
at the Edenhall 
Hotel, Edenhall, near Penrith, to 
arrange dates and maps prior to the 
various groups dates meetings. 
These events will take precedence at 
the forthcoming ANECCC dates 
meeting. ; 

All clubs directly involved in the 
championship should be represented 
at this meeting, as well as any clubs 
intending to organise non-champion- 
ship rallies. 


Small changes 


The RAC’s Speed Committee has 
decided that the various champion- 


ships in its domain (rallycross, auto-. 
| cross, drag, leaders, hillclimb and 


rint) are not in need of any major 
Se as in these championships in 

Lifts 

However, there are two modific- 
ations, one to the sprint regs and one 
to hillclimbs. The latter concerns a 
shared car where both drivers 
be for a championship run. The 

aster driver should attempt the run 
in his correct order while the slower 
one goes last. 

With reference to sprint events, it 
was also decided that whereas the 
course should not normally exceed 
2500 yards, this could be extended in 
the case of a complete circuit where 
the marimum permitted distance is 


one lep. 


RAC Race 


‘Derek Daly, 30; 


Pepper on 
top of Radio 
One big class 


Following two recent tribunals, we 
felt it important to straighten out a 
couple of championship positions, 
most important of which is the Radio 
One series. With Rod Birley’s 
exclusion, the championship is in a 
vey stable position, with Danny 
Alderton fir at the top. However, 
his car is subject to a gearbox check, 
but even if there is something amiss 
with the innards, he will still lead the 
series, such is his huge lead. 

The Brush Fusegear lead is equally 
certain, and recent publication of 
championship positions includes the 
exclusions of John Bright and 
Bernard Deveney, whose inlet 
manifolds were confirmed to be 


‘Lanfranchi, 54; 3, Ivan Dutton, 48; 4, Derric’ 


Brunt, 30. £2000 to £2400: 1, Jeff Allam, 74; 2, 
Gerry Marshall, 61; 3, Nick Whiting, 51; 4, 
Makoim Prior, 26. £1600 to £2000: 1, John 
Brindley, 66; 2, Eric Cook, 58; 3, Paul Haywood- 
Halfpenny, 28; 4, Peter Slade, 21. Upto £1600; 1, 
Danny Alderton, 105; 2, Trevor Moore, 55; 3, 
Peter Smith, 41; 4, Wendy Markey, 23. 

_ Brush Fusegear Formula Ford ne ay 
Jim Walsh, 102; 2, Matthew Argenti, 53; 3, Chris 
Skellern, 45; 4, Derek Warwick, 37; 5, Paul Smith, 
32; 6, Derek Daly, 20. 

Ocean air Clubmans Sports championship: 1 
Alex Ferrada, 103; 2, Don Farthing, 46; 3, Dud 


‘Moseley, 26; 4, Nick Scott, 25; 5, Guy Woodward, 


22; 6, Steve Farthing, 19. 

DJM Records Formula Ford championship: 1 
Derek Warwick, 72; 2, Jim Walsh, 22; 3, avid 
Heale, Bernard Devaney, 21:5, Rod Bremner, 18; 
6, John Bright, 14. ; 

Forward Trust 1000 Plus special saloon car 
championship; over 1300cc: 1, Nick Whiting, 24; 2, 
Tony Sugden, 19; 3, Tony Dickinson, 13. Up to 
1300cc: 1, Phil Winter, 22; 2, Peter Baldwin, 18; 3, 
Graham Goode, 13. 

Forward Trust 1000 special saloon car cham- 
pionship; 851cc to 1000cc: 1, Ginger Marshall, 33; 
2, John Homewood, 9; 3, Malcolm Johnstone, 7. 
Upto 850cc: 1, Roger Gill, 19; 2, Neil Dineen, 15; 
3, David Enderby, 14. 

BARC Modified sports car championship; over 

c: 1, John Cooper, 25; 2, Jonathan Palmer, 


‘17; 3, Robin Grey, 8. 1501cc to 2000cc: 1, Dave. 
. Bettinson, 25; 2, Jon Fletcher, 18; 3, John Bury, 


Dave Joon gon, Terry Smith, Richard Jenvey, 5. 
1151cc to 1500cc: 1, lan Hall, 26: 2, Keith Ashby, 
23; 3, Gordon Howie, 12. Up tO 1150cc: 1, Simon 
ie 24; 2, Pat Longhurst, 21; 3, Gary Morse, 


Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford champion 
ship: 1, David Kennedy, 41; 2, Rick Morris, 36; 3, 
0; 4, Derek Warwick, 29; 5, Kenny 

Gray, 23; 6, Mike Blanchet, 22. 

RAC National Formula Ford championship: 1, 
Derek Warwick, 15; 2, David Kennedy, 10; 3, 
Benny Gray; Rod Bremner, Derek Daly, 6; 6, John 

right, 4. ; ; 

Jaybrand Racewear Silverstone League, 1976: 
1, Northamptonshire, 90; 2, Buckinghamshire, 60; 
3, Oxfordshire, 58; 4, Leicestershire, 55; 5, Hert- 
fordshire, 54; 6, Worcestershire, 42. 

Allied Polymer coe FF2000 championship: 1, 
Geoff Friswell, 54; 2, Tiff Needell, 45; 3, Bernard 
Vermilio, 44; 4, Oscar Notz, 38; 5, lan Taylor, 37; 
6, Frank Sytner, 36. 

Dunlop FF2000 pole position champio 1, 
Tiff Needell, 61; 2, Oscar Notz, 48; 3, 
Friswell, 38; 4, Richard Piper, 32; 5, lan Taylor, 
29; 6, David Macpherson, 24. 
~ Simoniz special saloon car championship; over 
1300 cc: 1, Nick Whiting, 66; 2, Tony Sugacen, 34; 
3, Colin Hawker, 33. 1001 cc to 1300 ce 1, 
Graham Goode, 46; 2, Tony Westbrook, 30; 3, 
Peter Baldwin, 27; 4, Freddie Heaney, 17. 


e, Bill Barrett, 12. Upto 850 ce 1. 
, 34; 3, David 
Gilkes, 9. _ 


rm rd chanenge: 1 
Thompson, 38; 2, Derek Warwick, 27; 3, Wit Ari, 
18; 4, Howard Drake, 15; 5, Rob Wicken, 13; 6. 
Mike rt 1000 cc saloon 1 
ent Messenger cc car *" 
Rob Mason, 42: 2, Richard Oliver, Ss Bras 
Prebble, 13; 4, Colin Craven, 11; 5, Mike Compe 

10: 5, poe Horne, John Schneider, 
F1300 National Championship: 1, Jim Ravens- 
croft, 68; 2, Philip Lloyd, 61; 3, Bob Davis, 54: 4. 

aterhouse, 


Vic W 47.5, John Allan, Chris Kite. 45. 
National r i 1. 

Chris 67; 2, Tem Green, 53: 3, John Giles, 
47-4, Sampson, 42: 5, Lym Evens, Roland Nix 
Fou NaGend champions 1. ofr 

Srown, 62 2 Lewmeton, 56. 3. Alex Lowe 


Sports racing FF2000 likely | Small Escort 
for 1977 — who suffers? 


The RAC have officially recognised 
the idea of a sports racing FF2000- 
based racing class. They say that the 
major race organising clubs and pro- 
motors, together with the Associa- 
tion of mpetition Car Manu- 
facturers, have taken the unique 
step of agreeing the basis of a new 
sports car formula for racing. Al- 
though not finally agreed, it will 
feature the running gear, tyres and 2 
litre Ford SOHC engine of FF2000 
and incorporate  all-enveloping 
bodywork. 

The details of specifications, as 
well as a programme for a proposed 
1977 National Championshyp for the 


Betteridge 
beats Westley 


A surprise result in the rear engined 


class and two ppod class scraps 
between loca championship 
contenders against national 


championship front runners were the 
highlights of last Sunday’s BTRDA 
Autocross championship round run 
by the honston and District MC. A 
large crowd turned up thanks to 
good ap ot but with vast 
clouds of dust everywhere an official 
commented “I doubt if we shall ever 
see them again’’. 

Major upset was the defeat of 
Terry Westley in the rear engined 
class where his VW was beaten by 
Brian Betteridge by just over 1.5s 
after three laps of a fast 1200yds 
course. Main interest centred round 
the standard and up to 1-litre Mini 
classes where local lads gave the 
BTRDA front runners a really hard 
time, Garry Woodcock (Mini) got 
within a second of John Granville’s 
Audi 80 and Frank Morris had to 
produce his best form on his second 
run to pip Malcolm Woodhouse by 
the narrowest margin. 

With Nick Seymour putting on 
another neat demonstration with 
Volnik to collect BTD easily in 1m 
53.8s, only three other cars in an 
entry of 70 managed sub two minute 
times. 

Not for the first time this season 
Rob Gibson had the distinction of 
being next quickest with his 1760 
Sprite, flying round in Im 566s. 
Te Smith, with the Idem Mini- 
Ford and David Stott both from the 
over 1-litre Mini class, also got under 
two minutes, Smith taking the class 
in 1m 58.0s to Stott’s 1m 59.9s. 

Phil Wilson made it a double in the 
870cc Mini class beating local man 
John Hopwood by 1.6s and Dick 
Keen’s 1300.Escort had a similar 
margin in hand over Bob Merridale’s 
Escort in the poorly supported Class 
*B. By contrast there were a dozen 
contenders for the over 1300cc 
Escort/Anglia class where Nobby 
Cresswell also did a weekend double 
beating John Clarkson by a 
handsome five seconds. 


BTD: N. Seymour (Voinik), 1m 53.8s. 
Class winners: J. Granville (Audi bt Del 12.0s; 
P. Wilson (Mini), 2m 3.1s; R. Keen (Escort), 2m 
3.8s; R. Gisor Sprite), lm 566s; B. Betteridge 
(VW), 2m i7s Morris (Mini), ane Es 


Cresswell Escarm) 2= 00 6s Im 


so WwW Dest ——" m Welle 2m 4 i=) 
farngem Eas 2m ics Nowee Lawson 
Vir), 2n 7 2= 


cars are in the course of preparation 
and may be gveriyed late this 
month by the RAC. 


In the face of F100, 2-litre sports. 


cars and Clubmans, this move seems 
to be foolhardy but with “reduced 
costs”, those sages who predict its 
success see its advantages as being 
enough to woo competitors away 
from other Formulae. On a more 
serious note, one of those involved in 
the idea sees it taking over from A 
class Clubmans, a perfectly healthy 
Formula, and has even suggested 
that the new class be run by the 
Clubmans Register. It is said that 
the various parties have spoken to 
Peter Evans of the Register 
although initially, he wasn’t too keen 
on the idea, especially as outside 
parties were discussing the banning 
of his Formula without discussing it 
with him. The Nogaro Clubmens trip 
seems to indicate the Formula’s 
healthy state and fine promotion, 
while a new formula would do no- 


thing to encourage a_ healthy,. 


thriving, unique and popular class of 
racing. = 


takes BID 


Billericay club member Graham 
Hathaway scored one of his most 
satisfying wins in autocross last 
Sunday when he stormed through 
with his 1300 Escort to beat a field of 
84 and collect BTD at the Boro 19 
MC’s autocross at Stone Lodge 
Farm, Dartford. 

Former BTRDA_ championship 
regular Hathaway won with a second 
run time of 1m 36.8s to defeat Peter 
Cook’s Half-a-Mo Special by the skin 
-of this teeth while third fastest was 
the current high riding southern 
Mini man Ian Thomson who did 1m 
37.8s to annihilate his 870cc Mini 
class opposition. 3 : 

In contrast to the-rest of the 
country, the course was in almost 
ideal condition. Rain in the previous 
three days meant only light dust on 
the 1000yds circuit, four cars were in 
action together and everyone had 
three runs. 

One of the best battles at the 
Henry Streeter Automotive Ltd 
sponsored event was the over 1-litre 

ini class where only two tenths of a 
second separated the first three. 

Phil Sharland finally took the class 
on aggregate, his winning time of 1m 


Cresswell heads poor entry 


In spite of attractive prize money, 
with £10 for a class win and another 
£10 divided between second and 
third places, only 47 cars turned up 
for last Saturday’s autocross run b 
Quinton MC as part of the Sandw 
Festival of Sport and Leisure, and 
which took place on a new site close 
to the motorway in the heart of the 
BlackCountry. _ 

Dust was again the major 
problem, reducing the meeting to a 
single run affair and with a 
pathetically small crowd, the club 
were never able to cover their costs. 

So far as a couple of drivers at 
least were concerned, the meeting 
was also a disaster. Nick Garner, 
making a rare eppesr nice, rolled his 
big engined Mini causing major 
front and rear end damage and Dimi 
Mavropoulos bust a prop shaft on 
his fuel injected BDA 2-litre Escort. 

Fastest time of the day went to 
Nobby Cresswell in his 2-litre Escort 
but there was no separate reward for 
his effort, his time of 2m 23.4s for 
three laps of a twisting track pene 


-him two seconds ahead of Fr. 


Morris Idem 1-litre Mini. _ 
Phil Wilson continued his recent 


run of wins in the 870 Miniclass, the © 


Clive Trueman was a class winner at the poorly supported Quinton’s auto- 


crossin his Escort. 


29-year-old Midlander heading 
Welshman Jeff Hawkins by three 
seconds while Class B resulted in an 
easy win for the crisp sounding 


‘1300 BDA Escort of Clive Trueman. 


Poor Rob Gibson was the only one of 
the front runners to collect a penalty 
with his Sprite and this demoted him 
to second behind Paul Northall, who 
took the class with the Triumph GT6 
by two-tenths. 

Terry Westley only needed one run 
to defeat Brian Betteridge in their 
VW clash while Frank Morris was 


never extended in collecting the 1- 


litre Mini class yet again. 

With Mavropoulos not even 
getting a time Cresswell took the bi 
Escort/Anglia class as he pleas 
from the extremely consistent Peter 
Robertson in a 1600 Escort and 
Garner took the over 1 litre Mini 
class by more than 10s prior to his 
‘nonsense. : ; 


BTD. N. Cresswell (Escort) 2m 23.4s. 

Class winners: M. Hill (Lancia Fulvia), 2m 37.8s; 
P. Wilson (Mini, 2m 30.4s; C. Trueman (Escort), 
2m 32.3s; P. Northall Wir as GT6), 2m 28.15; T. 
gg Ww), 2m 25.7s; F. Morris (Mini), 2m 
26.5s; P. Robertson (Escort), 2m 30.5s; N. Garner 
(Mini), 2m 34.5s; J. nN 
34.1s; N. Jones (Cooper), 2m_37.1s; S. Lewis 


Escort), 2m 34.15, 


Devonport (Grotbox), 2m . 


Graham Hathaway — BTD. 
43.4s being equalled by runner. 
Stephen Law while P. Daniels 2 
third in 1m 43.6s. :. 2a 

Hastings club members Norman 
Pescod and Melvin Smith had the 
1300 front engined rwd class to 
themselves in their Anglia and 
Escort, the Anglia winning by just 
under a second while Robm 
Wilkinson was a clear winner of the 
sports car class in his Midget. 

After John Worster had easily won 
the rear engined class in his Im 
Nigel Humphreys produced a mild 
upset by beating Tom Law in the 1 
litre Mini category, the margin being 
two tenths of a second. 

Only serious accident involved the 
sponsor’s own Avenger driven by 
Alan Petto who wrote off the car in 
practice. 


BTD: G. Hathaway (Escort), 1m 36.8s. 
_. Class winners: 1, Thomson (Mini), 1m 37.8s; N. 
Pescod (Anglia), 1m 48.6s; R. Wikinson (Vea 
Im 45.8s; J. Worster (Imp), 1m Os; N. 


; Humphreys (Mini), 1m 43.6s; A. Jones (Fae 


1m 40.0s; P. Sharland (Mini), Im 43.4s; 
(Half-a-Mo), 1m 37.0s; |. Ward (Mini), 1m 47.8s; A. 
Jewiss (Escort), 1m 43.2s. 


Briefly. . . 


@ Scrutineering of the Clubmans 
cars was a pleasant job for a well 
known Clubmans mechanic down in 
Nogaro. A ticket was exchanged for 
a bottle of Armagnac and a ten franc 
note, and all went well. | 


@ If you held ticket number 17 Green 
Ref No BU7488 at the Mallory Park 
Indylantic meeting, then you should 
ring 01-235 9302 immediately. You 
won first prize of a weekend for two 
at the German GP. Then there’s 32 
White Ref No EM7088 the holder of 
which won six bottles of Moet and 


‘Chandon champagne and didn't 


come forward. Both ticket holders 
should phone the above number. 


@ Don Macleod for Formula Ford 
again? The former BOC champion 
was due to drive Mike Taylor’s FF 
Alta earlier this week after an invit- 
ation from constructor Taylor. 

@ The Sytner of Nottingham Chub 
mans round at Oulton Park on July 
31 is suffering from a lack of entries, 
and anyone wishing to race there as 
a late entry should contact the Lancs 


‘and Cheshire CC’s Tom Dooley on 


061-962 3743. 


@ Ray Mallock was down with the 
Clubmans trip at Nogaro, having 
practiced there earlier this year wit 
the Ardmore F2 March, and set & 
time in Nick Adams’ car, 1m 185s 
which compared well with Nick 
Adams’ fastest of 1m 19.4s. 


@ The finest collection of Rolls-Ro 
motor cars ever bre Ly 
under one roof will be on public 


EOE 


Fine club 
racing 
throughout 
Britain 


SILVERSTONE 


‘Romulus, Remus, Hanuman, five 
Maserati 250Fs,. four Cooper 
Bristols, __ three tAs, Peter 


“Morley’s 24-litre Napier Lion engine 


Bentley, the Barnato 4 ge Special 
and John Nutter’s 8.0 Bentley — 
this sort of lineup makes the 
VSCC’s Silverstone meeting this 
Saturday the most important of the 
weekend. There are ten races on the 
programme with 1470 
spanning 45 years from 1912 to 
1957. There'll be Bentleys, Bugattis, 


_Maseratis (including a_ complete: 


arade to celebrate their 50th 

irthday), ~ Coopers, ERAs, 
Connaught — virtually an after- 
noon’s refresher course on how 
racing came about in the first place, 
and all at Silverstone. The after- 
noon’s entertainment, which will be 
considerable, starts at 1.15 pm 
although you'll want to have a look 
in the paddock, and there might even 
be some exotic parked up at the 
Green Man... . A fine opportunity 
for a relaxed day out among some 
beautiful and lovingly kept motor 
cars, 


MALLORY PARK 


Ron and Edwina Overend sacrificed 


Mid 


d Centre’s nine race pro- 


| gramme together for this Sunday/ 


entries 


the bu 


to GP to get :the BRSCC - 


and quite a meeting they’ve put 
together. Highlight willbe the MCD - 
Single Seater championship round 
where there are 23 entries. Amon 

the likely front runners are V. 

Musetti in one of his two Marches, 
John Wingfield’s F2 Ralt, Nick 
Whiting in Divina Galica’s Surtees | 
FS16 and Jim Evans in a Chevron’ 

28. 

Nick Whiting, Tony Sugden, To 
Strawson, Tony Rosen, Rien Wood. 
man and Bill Cox contest the 
Simoniz special saloon car round, 
while J im Walsh, Matthew Argenti 
and John Bright shoud be around at 
the end of two heats and a final of 
Formula Fords. 

Modsports, Mini 7, Monoposto 
and Supervees complete the pro- : 


‘gramme which starts at the precise 


time of 2.14 pm. 


INGLISTON. 


Radio One fun hits the Scottish 
circuit this Sunday when not ay 
there a round of the Radio e 
Championship, but the station 
broadcasts live from the circuit. Noel 
Edmonds will be there in the Radio 
One Opel, doing battle with Ivan: 
Dutton, Jim Marsden, Eric Cook, 
John Brindley and Danny Alderton, 


while other races are for modsports, 


special saloons, Formula Ford, sports. 
and special GT's, a non-champion- 
ship production saloon race and 
Formule Libre.It should all be great 
fun, and the nine race programme 
starts at 2.10pm. 


LLANDOW 


The BRSCC SW _ Centre has 


_amassed a fine entry of some 150 


cars for their nine race meeting at 
Welsh circuit this 
weekend. There are full grids for 


|. both the Mini 1000 and Mini Seven ' 
| series, while two heats and a final 


will be necessary to sort out the full- , 
Formula Ford BRSCC SW champion- 
ship contenders. There are two races 


International events 


ate Venue 
July 24/25 Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium 
uly 25 Enna, Sicily 
July 25 Croix-en-Ternois, France 
July 25 Road America, USA 
July 25 Diepholtz, Germany 
ritish events 
_ Date Venue 
July 24 Silverstone, nr Towcester, 
rthants 
July 24 Hawick, Scotland 
July 24 Sittingbourne, Kent 
July 24/725 Calderford Motor Co, 
ie Barnsley Road, Wakefield 
(MR110M/339198 
; vir 24/25. Meliden Motor Co, Prestatyn 
July 25 Cirencester Park 
July 25 Llandow, nr Cowbridge, 
‘ Wilts 
July 25 Cadwell Park, nr Louth, 
Lincs 
July 25 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, 
: Kent ; 
July 25 Mallory Park, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leics 
July 25 Ingliston, nr Edinburgh, 
sf "Scotland ” 
July 25 Longridge, nr Blackpool, 
ncs 
July 25 Blackbushe, Camberley, 
urrey : 
July 25 * Mill Farm, Spetchley, 
sy25 | antei oa oc 
incom own, Weymouth, . 
- _ (MR#84671860) 
July 25 Ossaborough Farm, Mortehoe, 
N. Devon (MR180477430) 
July 25 ae Down, nr Salisbury, 
July 25 Spring Street Car Park, 
Bury, Lancs 
July 25 Ely Grange, Kent 


Event : 
Spa 24 Hours — European Touring Car Championship -round 6 - 


European Championship for F2 Drivers round: 9: 
European Championship for F3 Drivers round 7 


- American F5000 Championship round 4 
rs, Sports Cars, FV, FSV 


Touring Cars, Grand Touring 


for special saloons, with the famous 
Jaguars of John Morgan and Tony 
With 

those for 750F, Modsports and 
Libre. Racing starts at 2 pm on 
Sunday. 


‘CADWELL PARK 


The accent is on production cars in 
the BRSCC Northern Centre’s eight 
race programme at the hilly Loncoln- 
‘shire circuit on Sunday. There are 
Debenhams Escorts, Renault 5s, 
British Leyland 1275 GTs, and pro- 
duction sports cars, so the tyre 
squeeling should be deafening. On 
the race side, there are Formula 
Fords, 50 of them, Clubmans and 
Libre — nearly 170 entries in total. 
Among the entries are Divina Galica 


- in a Renault 5 making her first visit 


to, the circuit, but the racing 
promises to be of the highest order 
and most spectacular. It all starts at 
2pm. 


BRANDS HATCH 


The Rochester MC put on the Festi- 
val of Speed this Sunday, a veritable 
pot pourri of motoring sport. For the 
specialist, there are rounds of the 
_Kent Messenger 1000 cc saloon car 
‘challenge, Forcunle Vee, Classic 
Cars, Formula 4 and F1300, and then 
there are some kart races for the 
ye i? to compare speed of these 
evices. After that, everyone moves 
over to the stock car loop for hot 
rods, bangers and stock cars. It can 
make a varied day out, and the whole 
thing kicks off at 12.30. 


GURSTON DOWN 


The Guyson/BARC Hill Climb: 
Championship has its second round’ 
of the year at Gurston Down on 
Sunday, July 25, under the auspices 
of the BARC (South Western 
-Centre). The Wiltshire hill, with its 
‘spectacular downhill start and diffi- 
‘cult Karousel bends, hosts the ninth 


s, while other races include | 


Details A 9h 

Mike Hawthorn Memorial Trophy Meeting — Historics 

Border Counties aay — ANECCC stage & Scotsman 

‘ ionshi ; 
Griffin Rally — ASEMC Rally Championship 


has renchid au intense stage 
as reac an intriguing 

the leading contenders, TEL the 
exception of Stuart Watts (Lotus 
Elan), have scored points in the 


.| maximum number of events and now 


have to drop their lowest scores. 
Russ Ward, the early season pace 


‘maker in the John Brown Motors 


supercharged Austin Healey Sprite 
and John Meredith (Mini-Coo Ss 
are dead level on points, and local 
Dorchester driver Charles Barte 
(Golden Springs Watercress Hillman 
Imp) is only 1.25 marks behind. Paul 


‘Channon (Dorchester) also figures 


strongly in the Championship with 
his inagniteans AC Cobra, as does 
Dale Clement (Wimborne). Hill 
climbing’s man of the moment 
Alister Douglas-Osborne, has 
opened out a substantial lead in the 
subsidiary . Guyson/BARC FTD 
Awards series. 

Gurston Down is at Broadchalke, 
nine miles from Salisbury, off the 
A354 at Coombe Bissett, and first 
competitive runs start at 2.00pm. 


LONGRIDGE 


The first of the five event Embassy 
British Rallycross championship 
takes place at Longridge this 
Sunday. A full entry of 70 cars has 
been received by the organisers for 


racing over the half mile circuit. 


Among these are Mini men Ian 
Warren, Richard Painton, Nick 
Brice, Nick Jesty, Nick Garner, John 
Winsor, Bruce Bamber, ‘Trevor 
Reeves, Tom Airey, David Potter, 
Bruce Male and Mick Bird. This 


‘formidable entry is up against such 
Escort men as George Warren, Ian 
Smith, and Dave ell, VWs for 


John Button and Peter Harrold and 
other varying machinery such as a 
4.5 TVR, a Saab 96, MGB V8 and a 
Volvo 142. 

Practice is in the morning, and 
racing starts at 1 pm. 


Arkell Rally — Castrol Autosport Special Stage 


i 
BRSCC (S FF1600 Championship, Leyland Mini 1000, 
ini 7, Special Saloons, 750’s Modsports, 


Debenhams Escorts, BRSCC Renault 5 Challenge, 


Leyland Minis 1275, Special Saloons, Tate 


Trophy FF Prod Sports, Clubmans, F Libre 
1976 Festival of Speed — Kent Meeraget Saloons; 


Challenge, Karts, Hot Rods, Bangers, Stock Cars 
MCD Si Seater Championship, Simoniz Special 


Saloons, FF1600, Modsports, Mini 7, Monoposto, 


Radio 1 Production Saloons, Modsports, Special 


Sports & Special GT's, 


Embassy/RAC Rallycross Championship round 1 


- Welsh Association Autocross Championship 
BTRDA Clubmans/RAC National Championships 


Event Status Club rt 

Race Meeting Cc Vintage SCC 13.15 

Rally R Hawick & Border 09.00 

CMCC Rally Champi 

Rally R Rainham MC 22.00 

* Rally R Wakefield & DMC 09.00 Calderford Trophy Rally — 
Motoring News Championship 

» Rally R Rhyl & DMC 23.01 Midsummer Rally 

Rally oR Cirencester CC 09.00 

‘ ; Championsh 
Race Meeting _ BRSCC (SW) 14.00 
; nd Leyland 
: F Libre 

Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) 14.00 

Race Meeting R Rochester MC 12.30 
' 4 F Vee, Classic Cars, F4, F1300, MCD F 

Race Meeting R . BRSCC (MC) 14730 D Single 

: - Super Vee 

Race Meeting R Scottish MRC 14.10 

: Saloons, FF1600, 
Production Saloons, F Libre 

Rallycross R Longton & DMC 13.00 
_ Sprint R BARC (SC) — BARC/ACSMC Championships 

Autocross R Sixty & Worcs MC i 

Autocross R Woolbridge MC 14.00 

Autocross R N. Devon MC 14.00 Mi 

Hillclimb cP BARC (SW) = Guyson/BARC Haicimb Championship 

Autotest CP Bury AC 11.00 = 

Autotest cP mee Wels = - 


' 


Secretanes of he Meenng are equestec t= serc setaus of al forthcoming everss & Mess Lnce WicRze Autosport Editorat Haytterser Floismmg Ut Seger mouse SLED Segert Sree Lorre WA De 


OUIeX 
Fiesta 


6 lubricoted protectives! Gssorted colours 


‘older. 


Who said men have got one track minds? 


